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The Epiftle 


pleafed and fatisfed, when great 
Men are preferred to great Places; 
and think it pity that Perfons of 
large and publick Spirit 5 [hould be 
confined to narrow Spheres of Adi. 
on, and want field to exercife and 
employ. thofe rich Talents and 
Abilities. wherewith they are en- 
dowed, in doing all the Good they 
are thereby qualified and inclined 


to do, 





















L am fenfible that the Prefent 
I make JOU, 2 neither for Bulk nor 
Worth [uitable to your Perfon and 
Greatnefs ; yet I hope you. will fa 
vourably. accept it , being the beft 
L have to offer ; and my. boldnefs 


may 





Dedicatory. 
may pretend fome excufe from an- 
cient acquaintance , and from my 
formardne{s to embrace this oppor- 
tunity of profefsing my name among 
thofe that honour you , and of pub- 
libing my felf, 


My Lord, 


Your Graces 
moft devoted Servant and 


humble Orator, 


Fohn Ray. 
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The Preface. 
on of it by Water. And the deftru- 
ction being oppofite to. the formation, 
I had as good a Pretence to difcourfe 
likewife concerning that. My fecond 
excule is, their agreement with my Sub- 
ject in being alike matters of Ancient’ 
Tradition. Five matters of Ancient 
Tradition I have taken notice of, and 
four of them, by reafon. of their now- 
mentioned Relation one to another | | 
have had a fair and inviting occafion to | 
treat of in this Work. They, are 
1.. That the World was formed out of 
a Chaos by the Divine Wifdom' and 
Power. 2. That there was once an uni- 
verfal Flood of Waters, in which all 
Mankind perifhed, excepting fome few 
that were faved in an Ark or Ship. 
3» Fhat the World thall one day be 
diflolved by Fire. 4, Thar there is a 
Heaven and an Hell, a Tartarus and an 
Ely/ium, and both eternal , the one to 
reward good men , and the other to 
punifh wicked. 5. Of which I have 
no 
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no occafion totreat, That Bloody Sa: 
crifices are to be offered for the Expia- 
tion of Sin. It may be doubted, whe- 
ther thefe Traditions among the Hea- 
then had their Original from fome paf- 
fages in Scripture, as chat of the Chaos 
from the fecond Verfe of the firft Chap- 
ter of Gene/is. And the Earth was Tohxz 
wabolu, which we render without form 
and void ; and that of the Deluge, from 
the Hiftory of it in the feventh Chap- 
ter of the fame; and the future confla- 
gration from -feveral paflages in the 
Prophets, ¢7c.; or were antecedent to 
the Scripture: I rather think, the latter, 
becaule we find them among fome Na- 
tions, which it’s likely never had un- 
derltanding of the Scriptures , nor in 
deed ever heard of them. 

Secondly, For Writing fo much, for 
which perchance fome may cenfure 
ne. iam not ignorant, that men as 


they are mutable, fo they love change; 


and affect varietv of Authors, as well 


ooo 


[er aenan 





SagEReS en eet. 0. 
Lhe Preface. 
as Books. Satiety even of the beft 
things is. apt\to creep: upon us. - He 
that writes much, let him write never 
fo well, fhall experience that his \aft 
Books, though nothing inferiour:to 
his ficft, will not find equal acceptance. . 
But for mine own part , though in-ge- 
neral I may be chought to have writ | 
ten too much; yet is it buc little that | 
[have written relating to Divinity. 
Thirdly ,.. For being too’ hafty in 
huddling up and tumbling out Books, 
Herein I confefs | catihot acqt uit: my 
felt wholly from blame. Lbknow 
well; that ‘the longer a Book lies by 
me, the perfecter it becomes.’ - Some- 
thing occurs every day in reading’ or 
thinking, either to add ;-or to correct 
and alter for the better |;- but: fhould J 
defer the Edition .till.the Workiwere 
ablolutely perfect, I might wait all my 
life-time , and load it to be pul blifh- 
»y my Executors,. But I ‘fee that 
Poithumous Pieces generally. prove: in- 
feriour 
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The Preface. 


upon the Earth, that is, as I underftand 
it, increafed. Taow grant that it lafted 
but forty natural days ; becaufe thofe 
words of God to Noah, predicting the 
Continuance of the Rain. <Gen. 7. Ae 
For yet feven days and I will caufe it to) 
yain upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights, &c. feem to limit it to that 
term. So that we muft feek fome 
other reafon for the prevailing of the 
Water for one hundred and fifty days | 
which probably might be the Conti-| 
nuance of the Emotion of the Center 
of the Earth for fo long time. 
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The Conrenrs. 


ef the Earth under the Torrid Aone, p. 44,45, 46. The 
poffibelity of the Deficcation of the Sea by natural 
Means aenied, p. 146, 147. The Fixednefs and Intranf- 
mutabilsty of Principles fecures the Univerfe from Dzf- 
folution, Deftruétion of any prefent Species, and Proe 


duction of any new. p. 148, 149 
A Second Digreffion concerning the Primitive Chaos and 
Creation of the World. . 1§0 


What the Ancients underftood by it, ibid. & 151. That 
probably God did at firft create a certain number of Prin- 
ciples or Simple Bodies, naturally intr an{mutable , and 
mingle them varioufly in the Earth and water ; and 
fikewife the feminal Principles of Animate Bodies too; 
giving the Water and Earth power to hatch or bring 
them forth, p. 152,170. By what Means the Waters 
were gathered together into one place, and the dry Land 
made to appear, p.153. That fubterraneous Fires and 
Flatus'’s might be fufpcient for fuch an effet, proved 
from the Effects of Gunpowder, and the raifing up of new 
Mountains, p. 1§3,154,155,&c. A Difcourfe concern. 
eng the Equality of Sea and Land both as tothe extent 
of each ; and the height of one to the depth of the o- 
ther, AReEnN from the Shores, Pp. 160, 161, &c: A Dif- 
courfe concernang the Ufe of the Mountains, p. 165, 166, 

to p. 170 

Chap. 6. 4 Anfwer to the Second Queftion, Whether 
fhatl this Diffolution be effected by natural or by extraor- 
dinary Means, and what they fhall be? p.171, &ce 

Chap.7. The Third Queftion anfwered, whether [hall the 
Diffolution be gradual and {ucceffive, or momentaneous 
and fudden ? p.174,175 

Chap. 8. The Fourth Queftion refolued, Whether fhall there 
be any Signs or Forerunners of the Diffolution of the 
World ? p. 177,178,179 

Chap. 9. The Fifth Queftion, At what period of time 
fhall the World be Diffolved, and particularly, whether 
at the end of fix thoufand years, p. 181, 182, &c. 

Chap. 10. How far fhall this Diffolution or Conflagration 
extend? Whether to the Ethereal Heavens, and allthe 
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Fi0ft of they, Sin, Moon ana Stars; or tothe Aereal 


mniy < p. 187, 188, &c, 
Chap. 
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The CoR TENTS. 


Chap. , Containing 47 An{wer to the Seventh h~Queftzon 
SCter fall lehe whole World: be confumed and an nihi- 
lated or only aed and purified : ? Pp 191, 192. 


The Reftitusson of the World proved by the Teftsmontes 
of Screpture and Antiquity, and alfo by Re fon, p. 192 
193, 194; &c The Arguments for the Abolstson, and 


Annihilation an{wered, p. 198, 199, 2 


Chap. 12. The Inference the Ap oftle makes from the fre: 
future 


cedent t Doe trie. O; Re wWaras, puns fl ment, ana ful 
; ~~ " : - 

State. From p. 203 f¢ id Nh 
: 1D? 


Several Additions ana Amendments. &romp. 
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¥ )4ee 19. lin. 1. for turned read tumi ‘ Le es infert a 
t p. i f 3. After that infert they: p. 2 . Pro ophe- 


> 
Cy. p. 22. 8. r. gunzeAcia- p- 24.1.17 1. tee pb! 
Yr. dvanoyia uby, 27.1%. cguas. p-27:17 Toes ies claw. P. 45 
d. 13.7. Silt. p. oe ‘L 21. r. Camarg. p.61. 1.7. r. He. p- 31. 1.3. 
After the snfert year. p62. 1.15. After of infert that. p. 7 
4.28. de'e out of. p. 88.112. After Alps infert For pa! ins 
Over a Mountain on the very Ridge of them t. 98.1 21. 


For not r: at. p. 123.1. 18. delein. p..129. 1. 16. r, lenticular. 


ny 
~ 
iQ 


4; 
2. 135 1.19. After be eis ert but p- 197. 16. r. BaSisoy “ae 
f~, tT 
" , ty 
* s* 


€ 
i 


wWwless . vere 7) ew i td — 





™~ “—=—- ~ - 
ma as . . ns % x a oS ee we rr epere «9 


=== * a 


ng I I I 





OF THE 


DISSOLUTION 


INTRODUCTION. 


Pw SHERE is implanted in the Na- 
ture of Man a great defire and cu 
rio fity of fore knowing tuture 
Events, what fhall befal them- 

felves, their Relations or Dependents in time 

to come ; the Fates of Kingdoms and Com- 

mon-wealths, oo the Periodical Mu 

tations , .and final cata/frophe of the World 
B Hence 
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The INTR ODUCTION. 


Hence in ancient times., Divination was 
made a Science or Myftery , and many Nati 
ons had their Colleges or Societies of Wife 
men, Magicians, Aftrologers and Sooth-fay- 
ers 5 as for example, the Ecyptians, Babylon: 
ans and Romaus. Hence the vulgar are ve- 
ry prone to confult Diviner and Fortune- 


To oratifie in fome meafure this Curiofi. 
ty 5 and that his people might not in any 
privilege be inferiour . i Nations about 
them , it; pleafed God, des the ftanding 
Oracle of Vrim, not iy “ay {pecial occa- 
fions to raife 1 up among the Jews extraordi. 
nary Prophe ts, by immediate ae on; but 
alfo to fettle a conftant Order and Succeflion 
of them, for the maintenance and upholdit 1g 
whereof, there were Colleges and Semin: 
ri€s infticuted for the educating and fiseing 
young men for the Prophetick Fun@ion. 
Thefe were the Sons of 2 Prophets, of 
whom we find. fo frequent “mention in 
Scripture 


Moreover, it ples fed. God fo far to conde- 
snd. tothe weaknefs of the Jews; that. in 
Tne intancy of their St: ite, he permitted crnem 
to confult his Prophets concern ing ordinary 
accidents of life,.-and: affairs of {mall mo 
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The IntTRODUCTION. 
thing of what fhall befal the Chriftian 
Church or State in time to come. 


This Text which I have made choice of 
for my Subject , is part ol a Prophecy con 
cerning oe oreateft of all ead the Diflo 
lution « f the World. 
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> PETER ill. If. 


Seeing then all thefe things fhall be 
diffolved , what manner of per- 
fons ought we to be in all holy 

fo. 
conyerfation and godlinefs ¢ 
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The Divifion of the Wor ds and Dottrine con 
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lowing Difcourfe. 
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HESE words contain in them 

two Pa rts, I. in Antec agent or 

Do ctrit 1e, All ; the things fpalt be 
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diff olvec Ae Ze A C onfequent 5 i 
Inference thereupon, WV hat manner of per, Ons 
ought we fo be © 
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Of the Diffolution 
The Dottrine, here only brief. 
summM. ily prol bt ofed, is laid 
ii the preced =nt Verfe 
Lord will come as a 
which the heavens firall 
noife, and the El 
vent heat, the Earth 
are therein (hail lL be bu; : 
Thefe words are by the generality of Incet 
preters, Anejent and’ Modern, underftood of 
| deftruétion or diffolution of ~Hea 
ven and Earth: in which fenfe-T fhall chufe 
rather. to accept them at prefent, than with 
the Reverend and Learned Dr. Hammond, 
and iome 1¢Ww others. to {tem the Tide of 
itors, and apply,them to the defi 


rT a ’ a . ; 2 
Ferufalem and the Je 1 Polity. 


T zat this World and al nit 2  thereit 
contained, fhall one d and de- 
Hoy ed by Fire. 

Heaven.,and Earth in this place, the 
rational! Interpreters of Scripture,do un-| 
decftaiid only: the whole ¢ Compages of this fub+ 
vaaey World. and all the Creat ‘ures that 
| all that was. deftroyed by the Flood 
rys of N loah, and is now fecured fron 
ecithinp fo again, it dae I may borrow 
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Dr. dai VAL 10 ond’s WoO ds, in His ANAVOt al ct10ONns 


on this place. And again, the word Hea 
VEN) 


ee 


juet 0 5 





2 


"rea 


ee ee 


=m, 


2? es eee = ee Se > eo = eee SS 


wae 
4 ag 


7 


292559 ++ * 





e 


np Oh oe ee 
nl gy ea % +> 
ee ee Ae Ad oe 





eererbeabtrtcls,-- 
a -opr ce gas ate « 


Oe St 


yr 


4 Of the Diffolution 


thofe Means and Inftruments fhall be? 

3. Whether fhall the Diflolution be gra- 
dual or fudden ? | 

4. Whether fhall there be any Signs and 
Fore-runners of it? 

s. At what Period of 'Time fhall the World 
be diffolved > 

6. How far fhall this Conflagration ex- 
tend > Whether to the Ethereal Heavens, 
and all the Hoft of them, Sun, Moon and 
Stars, or to the Aerea/ only? : 

7. Whether fhall the Heavens and Earth 
be wholly diflipated and deftroyed, or only 
refined and purified > 


CHAP. 
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of the Word. 


CHAP. Il. 


The Teftimonies of Scripture concerning the 
Dijfolution of the World. 


gies re n, Let us confider what we find 
slivered in the holy Sc ee 
concerning the Diffolution of the World 
And firft of all, This place,which I I have made 
choice of for my Text, is inmy opinion the 
moft clear and full, as to this particular, if 
the whole Scripture; and will give light for 
the Solution of moft of the propofed Que- 
ftions. WV. 10. Zhe day of the Lord fhal 
come as a thief,&c. This aniwers ae chirc 
—. “e Whether the Diffolution fhail be 
gradual or f(udden > Wherein the Heavens 
fall pals away with a great note and the 
Elements (hall melt with fore vent heat, the 
fa Earth alfo, and all the w orks that are therein 
ball be burnt up. And again, v. 2 Wherein 
he Heavens being on fire fhali he diffolved, 
and the Elements fhalt melt with - fervent 


heat. This anfwers the fecond Queftion , 


What the Means and laftraeey of this 
Diffolution fhall be? V- 13. 4 Jeverthelefs 
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Of the Diffolution 
we according to his promife, look for a new 
fTeaven aud anew Earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteoufne/s. This gives fome light toward 
the anf{wering of the laft Queftion, Whether 
fhall the Heavens: and the Earth be wholly 
burnt up and deftroyed, or only renewed 
and purified? Thefe Words as clearly as 
they feem to refer to the Diffolution of the 
World, yet Dr. Hammond doubts not to be 
under{tood of the remarkable deftrution of 
jerujalem and the Fewifh State, he thus pa 


nailing them. 


VY. 10. But the day of the Lord will come 
asa thief in the night, in which the Hea- 
vens fhall pafs away with a great noife, 

17 ; 7 : c 
and the Elements fhall melt with fervent 
beat, and the Earth alfo, and the works 
that are t¢ herein fhall be burnt up. 


But this Judgment of Chrift,. fo\remark- 
able on. the Jews, fhall now thortly come, 
and: that very difcernablys and the Temple 
fall fuddenly be deftroyed, the greater part 
of it burnt, and the Gity,and People utterly 
con{umed. 


V. 41. Seeing then all: thefe. things: fhall: be 
diffolvued, what manner of perfons ought 
ye 
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8 “Of the Difl ution 


ty that he fhould plant in the Evangelic 
State. 

How he makes out and confirms this — 
Paraphrafe, fee in his Annotations upon this 
place. So confident is he of the Truth of 
this his Interpretation, that he cenfures the 
ufual one as a great Miftake, in his Aynota 
tion onv.10. where he thus writes 5. What 
is here thus exprefic d by S. Peter, is prsere' 
rily conceived to belong to the end of the 
World, and by others applyed tothe end of 
this World, and the beginning of the Millen. 
nium, or thoufand years. Andfo, as §. Peter 
here faith; v. 16. many other places in 
S. Paul'sEpiftles, and in the Gofpel, efpeci- 
ally Matth. 24. are miftaken and wrefted. © 
That it doth not belong to either of thofe, 
but to this fatal day of the Jews, fufficient- 
ly appears by the purport of his whole 

Epible, which is, to arm them with Conftan- 
cy and Perfcverance- till that day come ; 
and | parti icularly .in this Chapter, to confute 

ina who obje& againft the Truth of Chrift’s 
Predidtio, ns, ae refolve it fhould not come 
at all: Againft whom he here oppofes the 
Certainty, the Speedinefs, and the Terrible. 
nefs of itscoming. That which hath piven 
occafion to thofe other common Miftakes, is 

efpecially the Hideoufnefs of thofe Judg- 
ments, which fell upon.that People of the 
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Dottor’s enim ctation, 1S, the Apoftles citin: 


for the inftruction and confirmation o! the 
Believers, and in anfwer to the Atheifts Ob 


penton (Where is the promije of bis coming ¢ 
that place of the Pfalmift, P/a/. 90. 4. Tha 
one a. ay 2s with the Lord as a thoufand years 
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and a thoufand years as one day. For the 
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Apotile feems to fuppofe , that the time of 


Chrift's coming, might poffibly be a thoufand 
years off ; and that they were not to think 
much, or diftruft the promife, if it were fo 
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All this Prophecy Dr. Hammond under 
ftands of the deftruction or tne Cory and 
Temple of Ferufalem , and whole Nation of 
the Jews; as may be feen in his Paraphra 
ana J Annotations upon this place. And in 
deed our Saviour himfelf feems to limit it 
to this, faying, v.24. Veril I fay unto you, 
this generation pee not pafs away, till ‘al, 
thele thin gs be ful tL fit bled. For “a thefe Pro 
phecies look further than the deftruction of 
Ferufale m, even Co Chri ft’ S coming Co ludg 
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ration fhould not pafs away till all thofe 
things were fulfilled? Whereas we fee, that 
that Generation is long fince pafled away, 
and yet the end is not yet? And indeed 
Expofitors that underftaud ‘them of the end 
of the World, and Chrift’s fecond coming to 
Judgment, a hard put to it to an{wer this 
Objection. S. Chryfoftom will have this 
word mMuew to be underftood not of the Ge: 
neration of men then living, but of the Ge- 
neration of the faithful, which fhould not 
fail till the end of the World. Oise B 
( faith he) Wea Gor CURD syeovay qaenx! Thez- 
Cay Hgvor» 2’ am Te9Ts Spnoneas © WoAt- 
TE, WS 0 ly Ayn, Aum Suen Cnrevrwy 
oe, &c. He denominates a Generation not on- 
ly from living together in th fame time, but 
from having the fame form ie manner of re- 
ligious UV ‘or fbip nd Polity 5 45 in that place, 
Fhis is the generatzon of them that feck thee, 
that feek thy face, O Jacob. Beza under- 
{tands »%.ea of the prefent Age, and will 
have it to be of the fame valor with 7 in 
Erebrew, and auvG queda to refer not to all 
particulars mentioned in this Chapter, but 
only to thofe which are fpoken of the de- 
ftruGion of the City and Nation of the Jews § 
But (faith he) ttany one urgeth the univerfal 
Particle, Vertere licebit, Fiant omnia, ViZ. qué 
ultimam illam diem précefura dixit. Nam 
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of the Worup. 


One fatal Hour muft ruine all, 


[his glorious Frame, that ftood fo long, 


( mutt fall 
1is Opinion of theirs is confonant enough 
to poet wild bowie fave only ia that 
point of it s fuddennefS, @xa dies dabit exi- 
scape yt one day fhall deftroy or make an 
end of 
The Sbei- ks were alfo of Opinion that the 
World muft be di flolved, as we may learn 
from the Seventh Book of Laertius in the 
Life of Zeno. ‘Aptanes by au MTOLS, € &Xc. They 
aor that the World is corruptible for 
thefe Reafons Becaufe it was generated 
and ‘i bevinning. 2. Becaufe That is 
corruptible inthe whole, whofe parts are 
corruptible: * it the parts of the World are 
cor ruptible, being di ‘il ly tranfmuted one in 
to another. 3. [hat which is capable of 
Mutation from better to worfe is corrup- 
tible. But fuch isthe World ; 'fometimes 
being afflicted with long Heats and Droughts, 
fometimes with continued Showers and In 
dations. To thofe we may add 4. ac- 
cording to fome of their Opinions, Becaufe 
the Sun and Stars being fed with Vapours 
exhaled from the Earth, all the moifture 
will at length be drawn out, and the World 


ly on fire. They were afraid ~ xe bumore 
rs 
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Of the Diffolution 
omnt confumpto totus mundus igne/ceret. This 
Diffolution of the World they held fhould 
be by Water and by Fire alternately at cer- 
tain periods, but e¢fpecially by Fire, which 
they call exouewav. Philo, ot d¢ Sawing ms 
O0eKs 1S YO [Ke oy Ty Qacl aw rape vote oy 
erols BOL TUCDS ANGUGTH, Suna pay; YeDVOY Kr 


~ Q rn ? \ > e f 
pals MeAOOOIS avarusady my Teivle es saueoY. 


The Stoicks fay that the caufe ofthe de- 
{ttuction of the World is the irrefiftible 
force of Fire that is in things, which in lon 

periods of time confumes and diflolves all 
things into itfelf. Eufeb. Prep. lib. 15. 
Apeoxes 4 als wpeoGuretols TYS ama Ms Ups cEwS., 
aepecdey mivG 2) wexodus Tas pagases, es 

~~ ; ; / / 

mop airvepdda ava rvopiuwy aayiwy.” Lhe moft 
ancient of that Sect held, That at certain vaft 
Periods of time all things were rartfied into 
Air, being refolved into an Ethereal Fire. 
This “Exavewos of the Stoicks we find men- 
tioned by many, both Chriftian and Hea- 
then Writers, as befides the fore-quoted, Mz- 
nutins Felix, ‘Juftine Martyr, Clemens Alex- 
andrinus in 5 Strom. Plutarch, Seneca and 
others. The time of this Conflagration Se- 
neca determins not, but faith only, it fhall 
be when God pleafes. 3 Queit. nat. cap. 
20.8. Cum Deo vifum, vetera finire, ordiri 
melioras When it fhall feem good to Ged t 

MELLO “ VA gt [pal fecm Loo fo Ged 10 
put anend to old things, and to begin better. 


S Ome 


of the Woru>. 


Some there be who tell us of the Anuus 
Platonicus ox magnus, by which they un- 
derftand fuch a period of time, as in which 
all the heavenly Bodies fhall be reftored to 
the fame Site and diftance they were once in, 


in re{pect of one another: As fuppofing that 


all the Seven Planets were at the moment of 


Creation in the firft degree of ries, till 
they comeall to be in the fame degreeagain, 
all that-lpace of time is called the Great 
Year, Annus magnus: In this Year they tell 
us that the height of Summer is the Confla- 
gration, and the depth of Winter the Inun- 
dation; ana fome Aftrologers have been fo 
vain as to affign the time both of rhe In- 
Undation and Conflagration, Sevxeca 3, Qual. 
Nat. cap. 20. Berofus, gui Belum interpreta- 
tus eft, dicit, curfu ifta {yderum freri, &§ adeo 
quidem afirmat, ut conflagrationt atzue di 
duvio tempus afignat. Arfura enim terrena 
contendit, quando omnia {ydera in Cancro con- 
venerint : inundationem fi turam, guando Ca 
dem fyderum turba in Capricoruo convenerit. 
Berofus, who interpreted Belus , faith, that 


thofe things come fo pafs according ?o the 


courfe of the Stars: and he fo confidently af- 
firms it, that he affigns the time both for the 
Conflagration and Inundation. For that all 
Earthly Bodies will be burnt up, when all th 
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32 Of the Diffolution 

dation will fall out, when the fame hall be in 
conjundtion in Capricorn. Concerning the man- 
ner of this Conflagration, they held it fhould 
befudden. Sexec. Natura {ubito ad ruinam, & 
toto impetu ruit; licet ad originem parce ut a- 
tur viribus, difpenfetque fe incrementts fal- 
lacibus. Momento fit cinis, diu fylva, Xe. 
Nature doth fuddenly and with all its force 
rufh onto Ruin, though to the rife and for- 
mation ofthings it ufeth its ftrength {paring- 
ly, difpenfing its influence and caufing them 
to prow by infenfible degrees ; a Wood is 
long in growing up, but reduced to afhes 
almoft in a moment. And fome of them 
were fo abfurd as to think, that the Stars 
fhould juftle and be dafhed one againft a- 
nother ; 
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rs Senec. lib. de confolatione ad Marct- 
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am: Cum fempus Vavenerit: quo lé mundus 





evecaturus extinguat, viribus iffa fe futs cé- 
dents (§ [ydera lyderibus incurrent ; § omnt 
fi igrante mate ria, uno 1¢ne, gu icquid mune ex at- 
y the way we may 
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be fo denominated x¢@7° arkoexov, as they 
of Gotham. 
But let us look a little further, and we 


fhall find that the Sroicks were not the firft — 


Authors of this Opinion of the Conflagra- 


tion; but that it was of far greater Antiquity ) 


than that Sect. Orhers of the more ancient 


Philofophers having entertained it, viz. Em- — 
pedocles, as Clemens Alexandrinus teftifies in 
his 5 Strom. ws eqn wns woTe as Th Te Un 


es Olay Uala€ ons. 2. Heraclitus , as the 
fame Clemens fhews at large out of him in 
the fame place, caw 0 amru avnrcnla- 
verry © exavepdrmt, &e. And Laertius in 
the Life of Heraclitus. He taught ¢ evab eivent 
— NOT HOY savy See Tt autw Cx megs, © Te 
Aty CHTTUp sciey co mas “reed es Cyamak roy 
oumevia aay. That there is but one World, 


and that it was generated out of Fire, and | 


again burnt up or turned into Fire at certain 
periods alternately throughout all Ages. T 
might add ro thefe the Ancient Greek Poets, 
Sophocles and Diphilus, as we find them 
quoted by Fuftine Martyr and Clemens A- 
lexandrinus. Neither yet were thefe the 
firft Inventers and Broachers of this O- 
pinion, but they received it by Tradition 
from their Forefathers, and look’d upon it 
as an Oracle and Decree of Fate. Ovid 
{peaks of it as fuch in the firft of his Meta- 
morphofts ; Effe 


gpl © on ave Pole 


ceili ~ =‘ Se em ener em mm 
: : r . 


Bas 
of the Wor.o. 


Effe quogue in fatis reminifcitar, affore 
remp “S$, 

Luo mare, a ig tellus, cor? eptaque regia celi 

ar dedk: 6) > mundi moles operofa labo rel 


._—_—— Befides by. Doom 
Of certain Fate, he knew the time thould 
come, 
When Sea, Earth, ravifht Heayen, the 
curious Frame 
Of this Worlds Mafs fhould fhrink in 
purging Flam 


And Lucap. 


Flos Cafar, populos fi nunc uon ufferit ignis, 
CUret cum serves; uret cum gurgite ponti: 
Communis mundo fupereft rogus aides Altra 
Mifturus. 


If now thefe Bodies want'their Fire and 
Urn, 

At laft with the whole Globe they II fure- 
ly burn ; 

The World expects one general Fire: and 
Thou 

Muft go where thefe poor Souls are wan- 

‘ dring now. 


Now though fome are of an Opinion that by 
Fata here are to be underftood the Siby/lin 
I) 4 Oracles 
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U Of the Diffolution 
Oracles, and to that purpofedo alledge fome 


Verfes out of thofe extant under that Title, 
as Lactantius in his Book De ira Dei,cap.23. 


f ee. , | J 
Key more thw opynv Seow ansk. DE LUV OV TR, 
“Am e-euBesSov ee, © eEoAvoy qm yvew 
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And in another place there is mention made 
of a River of Fire that fhall defcend from 
Heaven, and burn up both Earth and Sea. 


Lunc ardens fluvius calomanabit abalto 
fgneus, atg3 locos confumet funditus omnes, 
Terrimg;, Oceanumg; zngentem ; er cérula 


pontz, 

Stagudg;, tum fluvios, fontes, Ditémq; fe- 
verum, 

Ceclefiémque wpalum , cul guoque lumina in 
unum 


Fluxa ruent, forma deleti prorfus eorum, 


“ere 


Afira cadent, etenim de calo cunéta revulfa 


from Heaven then fhall flaming Rivers 
flow, 

And quite diforder all things here below ; 

The Whole fhall melt into one fingle Mafs, 

All forms deftroy’d, into old Chaos pals. 


Yet 
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Yet becaufe the Verfes now extant under ‘the 
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‘ et ai Cra to 
Sib yline Oracles are all luipected CO 
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1 peu le pi J iphas,and many of chem 
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iy lhc Se monftrated to be of no greater An 
Sp aa ) 
C 


ee) 
ms 
ad 
ae 
“ 
2 


4 
; 1 " T e 

Ligui roan LIC b nNpero;r Az lOnLHHS ££ lus his 
8. T . 4 ‘ an + ." ~ ; , 
Keign: and becaufe it cannoc be proved, 

i : a=) 7 c 7 r~ : T ; = a? 
that there was any {uch thing in the Ancient 
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confequence whereof he ereéted two Pil- 
lars, one of Brick, which might endure the 
Fire, and another of Stone, which would 
refift the Water ; and upon them engraved 
his Aflronomical Obfervations, that fo the: 


might remain to Polterity : And one ot the! 


i 
not, it may thence be collected, that thi 
' » Univerfal Opinion , received bj 
fradition, both among Yews and Gentiles, 

That 
, . 5A CT Fg. Sb bat nite’ a's . 


urd 


“I 


epee re | 


rie - 
8 : a4 


* 


ore yee: ost 


7 
. 
- 


eam a 


Se 


+’ 
( 
‘ 
’ 
4. 
f 
x: 
' 


i F- 


SHED ; 
~ Se ee 


ee 
e ert Sa 


bk A ee 


ee 


ap! _ 
=e tO ore 1S Ow, 


Prise = 
~~ oe me oom eee 
. ee J ‘ 
ips aon kg § NY = 


boa 


“Te 


{fe 


’ 





Of the Diffolution 

That the World fhould one day be confumed 
by Fire. It may be proved by good Autho- 
rity, that the Ancient Gaules, Chaldeans and 
Indiaus had this Tradition among them :! 
which they could not receive from the 
Greek Philofophers or Poets, with whom 
they had no entercourfe; but it muftin all 
probability be derived down to both from 
the fame Fountain and Original ; that is, 
from the firft Reftorers of Mankind, Noah 
and his Sons. 

I now proceed to the Third Particular 
propofed in the beginning; that is, to give 
anfwer to the feveral Queftions concerning 
the Diffolution of the World. 
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CHAP. Vv: 


The firft Queftion concerning the World's Dif 
folution, Whether there be any thing in Na- 
ture that may probably caufe or argue a 
future Diffolution ¢ Three probable Me ans 
propounded and difcuffed. 


C5 C7 ..\ks 


e Waters again naturally over lowing and 
COU ering the Earth. 


HE Firft Queftionis, Whether there 
be any thing in Nature, which may 
prove and demonftrate , or probably argue 
and infer a future Diflolution>?> To w hich I 
anfwer , That I chink chere is. nothing in 
Nature which doth neceffarily demonftratc 
a future Diflolution: ane Pofition of the 
P eripatetick Schools may, for oughtI know, 
be true Phil ofophy, P shed ordinario Dei con- 
curfs mundus poffet durare in aternum, Sup- 
poling the ordinar 'y concourfe of God | wit h 
Second Caufes] the World might endure | 
ever. But though a future Diffolution by 
Natura! 
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Natural Caufes, be not demonftrable ; yet 
fome poffible, if not probable, Accidents there 
are, which, if they fhould happen, might in- 
fer fuch a Diffolution. Thofe are Four, [he 
Poffibility of 

tr. The Waters again overflowing and co- 
vering the Earth. 

2. The Extinction of the Sun. 

3. [he Eruption of the Central Fire en- 
clofed in the Earth. 

4. The Drynefs and Inflammability of the 
Earth under the Torrid Zone, and the Erup- 
tion of all the Vulcano's at once. 

But before I creat of thefe, it will not be 
amifs, a little to confider the old Argument 
for the Worlds Diffolution, and that is, irs 
daily Confenefcence and Decay: which, if it 
can be proved, will in procefs of time, ne- 
ceffarily infer a Diffolution. For as the A- 
poftle faith in another cafe, That which de- 
cayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanifb 
away, Heb. 8.13. That which continually 
waftes, will at laft be quite confumed:: 


that which daily grows weaker and weaker, | 


will in time lofe all its force. So the Age, 
and Stature and Strength of Man, and all 
other Animals, every Generation decreafing, 
they will in the end come to nothing. . And 
that all thefe, and all other things do fuc- 
ceflively diminifh and decay in all Natural 

Pericctions 


| 
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Perfections and Qualities, as weil as Moral, 
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hath been the received Opinion, not only of 


the Vulgar , but even of Philofophers 
themfelves from ett ty down to our 
times. Plin. Nat. Hif/f. lib.7.c. 16. La ple 
yum autem cunclo mortalinm Genert minorem 
indies menfuram fiature propemodum obferv 

fur: rarojque patribus procerzores ¢ conjumente 


ubertatem jeminum ex ‘uftione 3 in cujus Vices 


nunc Vergal A2VUUM, 
4 ‘ AA f h witn ¢ 4 vir fl ‘AT rage Nid 
érrawmaios NOMINEE § WUC CaHCEI! di Gate Ut 


i [7s ~ a) . 
hilos. Juvenal. Sat. 


And Gedius Nott. Att. lib.2. clo. ft 
nunc quali jam mundo fene|cente rerum atque 
hominum decrementa funt. Amigat accumu 
late p laces out of the Ancients a nd Moderns 
to this purpofle. bur that hath been alread 
done by others. 

But this Opinion, how genera foever it 


> 


was formerly, was inconfiderately and with- 
out fufficient ground, taken upat firft; and 


afterwards Without due examination embra- 


ced and followed as appears by Dr. Hak 
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Of the Diffolution 
Bodies inregard of Motion, Light, Heat or 


Influence; or of any of theElements: nei-: 
ther the pretended decay of Animals, and’ 


, 


particularly and efpecially of Mankind , in 
regard of Age and Duration, of Strength 
and Stature, of Arts and Wits, of Manners 
and Converfation , do neceflarily infer any 
decay in the World, or any tendency to a 
Diflolution. The only Objection againft 
this Opinion, is the Longevity of the Aute- 
diluvian Patriarchs,and of fome alfo ( Imean 
the firft ) of the Pofdiluvian. For immedi- 
ately after the Flood the Age of Man did 
gradually decreafe every Generation in great 
proportions ; fo that had it continued fo to do 
at that rate, the Life of Man had foon came 
to nothing. Why it fhould at laft fettle at 
Threefcore and Ten Years, as a mean Term; 
and there continue fo many Ages, without 
any further Change and Diminution, is, | 
confefs, a Myftery too hard for meto reveal: 
However, there muft be a great and extra- 
ordinary Change at the time of the Flood, 
either in the Temperature of the Air, or 
Quality of the Food, or in the Temper and 
Conftitution of the Body of Man, which in. 
duced this decrement of Age. That the 
Lemper and Conftitution of the Bodies of 
the Antediluvians was more firm and du- 
rable than that of their Pofterity after the 
Flood: 
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Flood; and that this Change of the Term of 


Life was not wholly to be attributed to Mi- 
racle, may both be demonftrated from the 
gradual decreafe of the Age of the Poftdilu- 
vians. For had it been miraculous, why 
fhould not the Age of the very firft Genera- 
tion after the Flood have been reduced to 
that Term 2 And what account can we 
give of their holding out tor fomeGenerations 
again{t the inconveniencies of the Air, or de- 
teriority of Diet, bur the ftrength and firm- 
nefs of their Conftitutions > which yet was 
originally owing to the Temperature of the 
Air, or Quality of their Diet, or both; fee- 
ing a Change in thefe (for there was no 
other vifible Caufe) did by degrees prevail 
againit, and i impair it. What influence the 
lying fo long of the Water upon the Earth 
might have upon tl he Air and Earth, in chan- 
ging them for the worfe, and rendring them 
more unfit for the maintenance and continu- 
ation of Humane Life,I will not now difpute. 
But whatever might be the Caufe of the Lon- 
pevity of the Ant aslwvians, and the contra- 
éting of the Age of the Poffdiluvians, it is ma- 
nifeft, that the Age of thefe did at che laft 
fettle, as [ faid , at or about che Term of 
Threefcore and Ten, and hath there conti 
nued for Fhree Thoufand Years without any 
diminution. 
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[ proceed now to the Accidents which 
might poffibly , in procefs of Time, infer a 
flolution of the World. | 
1. The poffibilicy of the Water,in procefs 
of Time again overflowing and covering of 
the Earth. a | 
For; Firft of all, The Rains continually 
wathing down and carrying aw ay Earth from 
the Mount ains, it is neceflary, that as wel] 
the height a as the bulk of them fhoulda an- 
iwerably decreafe ; and that they do fo , 
evident in Experience. For, as I have cife 
where noted,| have been informed bya Gen 
tleman of good Credit, that whereas the 
Steeple of Craich in the Peak of Derby/hire, 
in the memory of fome Old Men then liv- 
ing [1672.} could not have been feen 
from a certain Hill lying between Hopton and 
Wirk/worth, now not only the Steeple, but] 
@ great part of the Body of the Church may | 
from thence be { fee n3 which comes to pafg J 
by Sits finking of a Hill between the Church 
and place of view: a parallel example where 
to the Learned | Dr. Plot gives us, in a Hill be- 
tween Sibéertoft and Hafleby in Northampton 
(hire, Firlt. Nat. Stafford. p.113. A nd thus 
will they continue to do {o long as there falls 
any Rains, and as they retain any declivi- 
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Of the Diffolution 
is any defcent for the Rivers , fo long will 
they continue to run, carry forward the low 
ground, and ftreighten the Sea, which alfo by 
its working, by reafon of the declivity, ca- 
fily carries down the Earth towards the 
lower and middle part of ics Channel [.a/veus] 
and by degrees may fill it up. Moreover, 
the Clouds ftill pouring down Rain upon 
the Earth , it will defcend as far as there is 
any declivity; and where that fails, it will 
f{tagnate, and joyning with Sea, cover firft 
the skirts of the Earth, and fo by degrees 
higher and higher, till the Whole be co- 
vered. 

To this we may add, that fome affiftance 
toward the levelling of the Mountains, may 
be contributed by the Courfes and Catar- 
racts of fubterraneous Rivers wafhing away 
the Earth continually , and weakning their 
foundations, fo by degrees caufing them to 
founder, fubfide, and fall in. That the Moun- 
tains do daily diminifh, and many of them 
fink; that the Vallies are raifed s that the 
Skirts of the Sea are atterrated, no man can 
deny. That thefe things muft needs in pro- 
cefs of time havea very confiderable and 
great efiect, is as evident; which what elfe 
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come to cover all the Earth, and make an 
Univerfal Deluge; anfwers, That we may 
conceive a Way how this may naturally come 
to pafs. Themanner thus, Suppofing that 
the Sea by its continual working doth un- 
dermine and wafh away the Shores and Cliffs 
that are not rocky , and carry the Earth 
thereof down towards the middle, or deep- 
eft parts of its Channel, and fo by oo 
fill ic up. By doing ‘this per petually , it 
may, in a long fucceffion of Time, carry al 
away, and it felf cover the whole Earth. 
That it doth thus fubvert and wath away 
the Shores in many places is in experience 
true. About Dort in Hoand and Dallart 
in Friefland, and in Zealand many Villages, 
fome fay Thtee Hundred, have been drown’d 
by the encroachments of the Sea, as fome of 
their Towers and Steeples ftill extant above 
the Waters do teftifie. On the 7u/can Shore, 

Kircher tell us, that not far from Ligorn he 
himfelf had obferved a whole City under 
Water, that had been in former times 
drown’d by the Inundation of the Sea, And 
O 


ver againtt Puteoliin the Sinus of Baia,the 

tells us, that inthe bottom of the Sea, there 

are not only Heufes , but the craces and 

seal of the: Streets of fome City mani 
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Of the Diff olution 
with the adjacent Lands, hath been under- 
mined and devoured by the Sea. 

This wafhing away of the Shores is, I 
conceive, in great meafure to be attributed 
to the fore-mentioned {treightning and cut 
ting fhort of the Sea, by che Earth and Silt 
that in the times of Floods are brought 
down into it by the Rivers. For: the Vulgai 
nan e aProverbial Tradition, That what thi 
§ a loft s in one place, it gains in iad 
And! both togethe r do very handfomly maki 
out_and explain, ‘how the Earth in a Natura 
W ay, may be reduce d to its primitive {tat 
in the Creation , when the Waters coveref) 
the Land. But-this according to the lef 

furély proceedings of Nature, would : 
come “ pafs in many Ages , I might fay, jj 
Ages of Ages: Nay, fome think, that “hol 
vait Ridges and Chains of Mountains, w hic) 
run through the middle of the Continent) 
are by reafon of their great height, w eigh 
and folidity , too great a Morfel ever to H 
devoured by the Jaws of the Sea. But whi 
ther they be or not, I need not difput}! 
though I incline to hy Negative , becauj. 
this 1s not the diffolution the Apottle he 
{peaks of, which mutt be by Fire. 
But I muft not here diflemble an Ob} 
ction I fee may be made,and that is, That ct 
Superficies of the Earth is fo far from bei 
deprefld 
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Of the Diffolution 
in they ftood, might be conceived to bury 
them as deep as they now lye under 
ground. And by this means it’s likely the 
Roman Pavements we find, might come to 
be covered to that height we mentioned. 
For that the places where they occur, were 
“ne gid Roman Towns fubverted and ru- 
ined, ney eafily be Penne as particularly 


in this we mention’d, from the Termination 
Chef rs whatever Town or Villa ave hath 
that acdition to its Name having been anci- 
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z. It is to be confider’'d , That weighty 
Buildings do intime overcome the refiftance 
of the foundation, unlefs it be a folid Rock + 
and fink into the oround, 

Nay, the very foft Water, lying long upon 


the bens of the Sea or Pools. doth fo 
comprefs and fadd 

that the very Roads chat are cont inually 
beaten with Horfes and Carriages, are not 
fo firm and fad: And in the Sea, the ‘nearer 
you dig to the Low Water Mark, ftill the 
fadder and firmer it is: and it’s probable ftill, 
the further the fadder ; which pears to be 
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confirmed by the {trong fixing of Anchors, 
| This firmnefs of the Sand , by the weight 
of the incumbent W ater the cote habit 
ing near the Sea are fo Henfible of it 
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have feen them boldly ride through the 
Water crofs a Channel three Miles broad, 
before the Tide was out, when in fome 
places it teacht to the Horfes Belly.] A 
femblance whereof, we have in Ponds, which 
being newly dig’d, the Water that runs into 
them, finks foon into the Earth, and they 
become dry again, till after fome time, by 
often filling, the Karth becomes fo folid, 
through the weight of the Water, that they 
leak no more, but hold Water up to the 

brink. Wittie Scarborough Spaw, Pp: 86. 
at force a gentle, if continual pref- 
fare hath, we may underftand alfo by the 
Roots of Trees, which we fee will tome- 
times pierce through the Chinks of Stone 
Walls, and in time make great Cracks. and 
Rifts in them; nay, will get under their 
very foundations. The tender Roots of 
Herbs overcome the tefiftance of the ground, 
and make their way through Clay or Gra 
vel. By the by, we may here take notice, 
that ‘one reafon why plowing, harrowing, 
fifting, or any comminution of the Earth ren- 
ders it more fruitful, is, becaufe the Roots 
of Grafs, Corn, and other Herbs can, with 
more facility, creep abroad , and multiply 

their Fibres in the light and loofe Earth. 
That therotting of Grafs and other Herbs 
ypon the ground, may in fome places raife 
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Of the Diffolution 


the Swperficies of it, I will not deny; 
is, in Gardens and Enclofures, where the. 
Proufid is rank, and no Cattel are a ee the 
to eat off che Fogg or long Grafs:but elie where 
the raifino of the Superficies of the EF ach’ 
is very little and inconfiderable : : net none - 
, unlefs in level grounds , which have 
but little daclivity | For otherwife the Soil 
d by this time have come to be ofa very 
great depth, which we find tobe but thallow, 
Not do [I think, that fo muchas the Trunks 
of fall’n Trees, are by this means covered 5 
but rather , that they fink by their own 
weight, in time overcoming the refiftance of 
the Earth , which without much difficulty 
yields, being foaked and foftned by the 
amma infinu ee into it, and keeping ir 
iit in Winter time. Bur. if 
rhiefe Buildin ngs be fituate in Valleys, it is 


clear, that the Earth broucht down: from the 
Mountains by Rain, may ferve'to land them 


up.’ Again, the Superficies of the Barth 
may be raifed near the Sea Coaft, by the 
continual blowing up of Sand by the Winds. 
This happens often in a nd in Corn- 
wall, whe re] obferved a fair Church, v7z.thar 
of the Parith called *Lalaut , thick is the 
Mother Church to St. Ives, and above two 
Miles diftant from the Sea, almoft covered 
withthe Sandslittle being extant. above ir,but 
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OF the Diffolution 





A Digrefsion concerning the De- 


luge in the Days of Noah. 


Efore U proceed to the Second Particu- 

lar, being as it were, led and invited 
thereto by what hath been {aid, I {hall make 
a Digreffion, to difcourie a little cc neerning 
the general Deluge in che ways of Noah. I 
fhall not enlaree much upon it, fo as to 
take in all that micht be faid. bur ‘confine 
my. felf to Three Heads. 12> I thali confirm 
the Truth of the Hiltory ot the iD luge re- 
corded in the Scripture, by the Teftimonies 
of fome ancient Heathen Writers. 2. I thall 
confider the Natural Caufes or Means where- 
by it was effected. 3. I fhall enquire con- 
cerning the Confequents of it, what confi. 
derable effects it had upon the Earth. 

Firft then, I fhall produce fome Teftimo- 
nies of Ancient Heathen Writers concernin 
the Deluge. 

The Firft fhall be that of Berofus, recor- 
ded by Fofephus, in the fifth Chapter of hs 
firft Book of Fewifh Antiquities, Bnewosos o 
KardyG@ dinyephuQe Ts Wf Toy Kot (GnAUTUGWs 


STU 


oy 
oO 


a = iS caeREREERRRARNLS NTT 
of th Worur. +; 

wm we dsekiacty &c. That is, Berofus the 
Chaldgan relating the Story of the Deluge 
writes thus. It is reported, that there i: 
féme part of the Veffel [the Ark } full re- 
maining-at the Mountain of the Gordyeans ; 
and that certain perfons fcraping off the Bz 
tumen or Pitch, carry it away 5 and that 
men make ufe of it for Amulets , to drive 
away Difeafes. 

A Second Teftimony the fame Fofephus 
affords us in the fame place,and that is,of Nz- 
colaus Damafcenus 3. who, faith he, gives us 
the Hiftory of the [ Ark and Deluge ] in 
thefe words, About Minyas in Armenia there 
is a great Mountain called Baris ; to which 
it is reported,that many flying in the time of 
the Deluge were faved,& that a certain perfon 
was carried thither in an Ark, which refted 
onthe top of it; the reliques of the Lim 
ber whereof were preferved there a, long 
time. Befides thefe, Fofephus tells us in the 
fame place,that Hieronymus the Egyptian,who 
wrote the Phwnician Antiquities , and Mna- 
feas, and many others, wh fe words heal- 
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Of » the: Diffolution 


more, was a fign of Serenity, and that the 
Earth was drained. 

Indeed. Ovid and other Mythologifts 
make Deucalion’s Flood to have been uni- 
wei il: and it’s clear, by the Defcription O.- 

7d gives of it, that he meant the general 
Delug e inthe days of Noah. And that by 
Deucalion, the Ancients together with Ovid, 


underftood Noah 5 Kircher’ in his * Arca Noe 


doth well make our. Firft, For that the Poet 


Apolionius makes. him the Son of Prome-- 


theus in his third: Book, 


me 875 leg unl dls 
dageniomdys ayady Tene Adixariwye. 


Where Promerheus the Son of Japetus begat 


the Renowned Deacalion. 2. Berofus affirms 


Noah to have been Scythian. And Lucian 


in his Book De Dea Syria tells us, that 


many make Deacalion to have been {fo too. 
3. Lhe Scripture teftifies that men were gene 
r ally very corrupt and wicked in the days of 


Noah. And Axdro Teius a very a acient Wri: 
ter teftifies, that in Deucalior’ s tim e there 
was : reat abundance of wicked men, 


ich made it neceflary for God to-deftroy 
Mankind. 4. The Scripture faith, that Noah 
was a Juft Man, and Perfc *€t in his Genera- 
tion. And Ovid fai th ot Deu alion, that 
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Of the Diffolution 
Caufes at firft, as of themfelves neceflarily 
to bring it in at fuch a time? 

Firft, Thofe that hold this Deluge was 
altogether miraculous , and that God Al- 
mighty created Waters on purpole to {erve 
-his oceafion, and when they had done 
their work deftr oye d them again , difpatch’ 
the Bu finels, and loofe or cutthe Knot in a 
few words. And yet this Hypothefs is not 
fo abfurd and precar ious, as at firft fight it 
may feem to be. For the World being al- 
ready full , there needed not, nor indeed 
could be any Creation of Water out of no 
thing, but only a Tranfmutation - fome 
ibe body i intoWater. Now if we grant 
itural Bodies, even the Pill them- 
felts, to be mutually tranf{mutable, as few 
men doubt, and fome think they can de- 
awa ates. why might not the Divine Power 

1d Providence bring together at that time 
fach natur ral Avents, as might change the 
Air oz Aither, both together into o Water ; 
and {fo pel ly what was wanting in Rains, 
and extraordinar y Eruptions of Springs. 
To them that argue the Improbability of 
fuch a change, from 5 great quantity of 
Air requifite to the make of a little Water ; 
it may be anfwered, That if Air, and all 
Bodies commixt with it, were together chan- 
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Of the Diffolution 
fident* that this Deluge, in which the Wa- 
ter was raifed fifteen Cubits above the high- 
{t Mountains, was not, nor could be ef- 
fected by natural Caufess but by the right 
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hand of the Moft High God only; that -he 
faith, No man candeny it , but he who dot 
not penctrate, how far the pOWCT 0} Nature 
can extend, and where it is limited. To 
conclude, this fi ypot bes hath the Su frages 
tf molt Learned Men. But becaufe the Scri- 
pture affioning the Gaufes or Means of the 
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Of the Diffolution 
quently no inconfiderable thing. By the Hea: 
vens or Firmamentin this place, is to be un- 
derftood the inferiour Region of the Air, 
wherein the Fowls fly: who Gen: 1.20. are 
faid to fly above the Earth, in the open Fir- 
mament of Ffeaven; though elfewhere it be 
taken for the Celeftial Regions, wherein the 
Sun, and Moon, and Stars are placed. 

2. The fame may be made appear, by 
Reafon grounded upon Experience. I my 
felf have obferved a Thunder-Cloud in paf.- 
tage, to have in lefs than two hours {pace 
powred down fo much Water upon the 
Farth, as befides what funk into the parched 
and thirfty ground, and filled all Ditches 
and Ponds, caufed a confiderable Flood in 


~ 


the Rivers, fetting all the Meadows on flote. 
( And Dr. Wittie in his Scarborough Spaw 
telis us of great Spouts of Rain that otdi- 
narily fall every year fome time or other in 
Summer, that fet the whole Countrey in a 
Flood. |] Now had this Cloud, which mighre, 
for ought I know, have moved Forty 
Miles forward, ftood ftill and emptied all 
its Water upon the fame {pot of ground it 
firft hung over, what a fudden and incre- 
dible Deluge would it have made there? 
and yet what depth or thicknefs of Vapours 
might remaia uncondenfed in the Air above 
this Cloud, who knows >. Now it is to 
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72 Of the Diffolution 
anfwer, x. That though Earth be indeed 
{pecifically sins than Water, yet confi- 
dering that Water is a clofe imporous Body 
( Lunderftand greater Pores ) but the Earth 
every where full of oreat and {mall Pores 
and Cavities, I know notbuttaking a bulk 
thereof equal to the Occan, the Water may 
be, as he: avy as it. 2.In the prefent Cerra- 
queous Globe, the New World which lyes 
between the two great Seas , and almoft cme 
pofite to our Continent, doth in fome mea- 
fure count erpoile the Old, and take offa 
grcat part of the advantage, which by reéa- 
fon of its Preponderancy , it might other- 
wile h ave. Moreover, Iam of Mr. Brierwood's 
pinion, that there may be, and isa vat 
Continent toward the Southern Pole oppo- 
fite to Europe: and Afa, to counterpoife them 
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OF the Bit 

It will here be « rye C ‘ted ; That the Rain 
never finks above Ten Foot deep at moft into 
the Earth, and therefore cannot fupply the 
Springs. 


Anfw. This indeed , if it were true, 


would much enervate, nay, quite overthrow 
ur Opinion: And therefore we muft for- 
tifie this Point, and effectually demontftrate 


beyond all poffibility of denyal or contra- 


diction, That Rain.water doth fink down, 
and make its way into the Earth, Ido not 
fay Ten, or T wenty,nor Forty, but an Hun- 
dred, nay, wo or Three Hundred Foot or 
more. 

Firft then, in Pool-bole in the Peak of 
Darby/bire, there are in fome places conftant 
droppings and deftillations of Water from the 
Roof : under each of which (to note that by 
the by ) rifes up a Stone Pillar , the Water 
precipitating Gite of thofe ftony Particles, 
which it had wafhed off the Rocks in paf- 
fing through their Chinks. Thefe droppings 

eencinuc: all the Summer long. Now it 
jeems cleat to me, that the Rain-water ma. 
king its way through the Veins and Chink 
of the Rocks above it, and yet but flowly, 
by reafon of the thicknefs of the Moun- 

rain, and ftraitnefs of the patiages , fupplies 

iat dropping all the yearreunds at le a 
this is much more rational than any. diff 
rent 
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Of the Diffolution 

Fifthly, In Coal Delfs and other Mines, in 
wet Weather the Miners are many times 
drown’d out (as they phrafe it ) though 
no Water runs down into the Mouths of 
their Pits or Shafts. Nay, Dr. Wét7ze tells 
us in his Defcrzption of ‘the Vertues of the 
Scarborough Spat, pag. 105. ‘ That after 
“great Inundations ofRain, the Miners find 

‘the Water { frequently diftilling through the 
‘folid Earth upon their Heads 3 whereas in 
‘Summer or dry Seafons, they find no inter- 
‘ruption from thence at all. 

Further, to confirm this Particular, I 
wrote to my Honoured Friend Sr. Zhomas 
Willughby Baronet, defiring him to examine 
hi is Colliers con cerning it, and fend me word 

vhat report they make; and from him re- 
ceived Sy account. If there be Springs lye 
before you come at the Coal, they carry the 
Water away ; but if there be none, at falls 
into the Works in greater or lefs quantity ac- 
cording as the Rains all, Which an{wer is 
fo much the more confiderable , in that it 
gives mea further clear proof, that Springs 
are fed by Rain water, and not by any com- 
munications from the Sea; their original be- 
ing g above the Beds of Goal, they receiving 

¢ Rain-water into their Veins» and deri- 
ving itall along to their Fountains or Erupti- 
ons, above the Coals, 
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Of the Diff olution 


‘the days of Conflantine the Great, there was 
Can exceeding long drought there, fo as in 
‘Thirty Six Years they had no Rain, in fo 
‘much as all the Springs and Torrents, or 
‘Rivers, were driedup; fo that the Inhabi- 
‘rants were forced to forfake the Ifland, and 
‘to feek for new Habitations for want of 
‘frefh Water. 

The Second is, pag.84. ‘ That in the 
‘Wolds or Downs of Yorkfbire they have ma- 
‘ny Springs break out after great Rains, 
“which they call Gypfes. 

Neither is this Eruption of Springs after 
long Rains, proper and peculiar only to the 
Wolds of Torkfbire, but common to other 
Countreys alfo, as Dr.*Childrey witnefieth 
in thefe words: ‘ Sometimes there breaks 


© out Water in the manner of a fudden Land- 


‘ flood,-out of certain Stones, that are like 
‘Rocks ftanding aloft in open Ficlds, near 
‘che rifing of the River Kyzet [in Kear] 
‘which is reputed by the Common_ people 
4 fore-runner of Dearth. That the fudden 
‘eruption of Springs. in places where they 
‘ufe not always to run, fhould be a fign of 
‘Dearth is no wonder. For thefe unufual 
‘Eruptions, ( which in Kext we call Nazi, 
‘bourns ) are caufed by extreme gluts ot 
‘Rain, or lafting wer weather, and never 
‘ happen, but in wet years; witnefs the year 

‘1648. 
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1646. When there were many of them : 
——and to our purpofe very remarkable it 
‘was, that in the 1654. feveral Springs 
‘and Ruivulets were quite dryed up, by 
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OF the Diff olution 
‘are full of Water, but are dryed up in a 
‘long Drought. 
As for what is faid concerning the River 
Volgas pouring out {o much Water into the 
Cafpian Sea, as in a years time would make 


up a mats of Water equ il tothe Globe of 
the Earth; and of the h hourly effufions of 
> River Poin J/taly, which Ricciolus hath 


LIC 
omputed to amount to 18000000. Cubical 
Paces of Water. Whence a late pte 
Writer hath probably inferred, chat all t 
Rivers in a Norid together, do d haily dif 
charge half an Ocean of Waters into the Sea, 
Im pult confels my fell tobe unfatisfied there- 
with. I will not queltion their Calculations, 
putd fufpect they areout in their Alypothefes. 
The Opinion of Mr. Edmuuzd Halley, that 
rings and Rivers owe their Original to 
Vapours condenfed on the fides of Moun- 
tains, rather than unto Rains, Tacknowledge 
2 be very ingenious , grounded upon go otal 
Obfervations,and worthy of its Authors ‘and 
{ will not deny it to be in part true in thofé 
bot Countreys in the Yorrid Zone, and near 
165 Where, by reafon of the great heats, the 
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in the form of V apours. The inferiour Air 
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means fo very moift, that in fome places 
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Of the Diffolution 
A} 


Alembick, into the Bafons of Stone it finds ; 
Ww hich being once filled , all the overplus of 
Water that comesthither , runs over by the 
Ace, th breaking out. by the fides 
of the Hills forms fingle Springs. Many ot 
thefe running dow n by the Valleys or Guts 
between cl he Ridges of the Hills, and coming 
to unite, form little Rivulets or Brooks. Ma- 
ny of ‘thefe again meeting in one common 
Valley, and gaining the plain ground, being 
grown lefs ra rapid, become a me r:. and ma- 
ny of thef beings united in One common 
Channel, rake fuch htahis: as the Rbjze, 
mits sk he the and the Daxube, which Jatter one 

ld hardly think the Colle&tion of Water 
conden! fed out of V apour, unlefs we confider 
how vaft a Tract of gro und that River drains, 
and that it'isthe fumm of all thofe Springs, 
which break out on the South fide of the 
Carpathian Seay web} and on the North- 
fide of the immenfe Ridge of the Alps, which 
is one atinied Ch hain of Moun rains from 
Switzerland tothe Black Sea. And it ts 
almoft pafs fora Rule, that the m agnitude of 
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ates, iS proportic rable to the length and 
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ibode at St. Helena; where, in the night time 
on the tops of the Hills, abour Eight Hun- 
dred Yards above the Sea , there was fo 
{trange a condenfation, or rather precipita- 
tion of the Vapours , thatit was agreatim- 
pediment to Dy Celeftial ee: ; for 
in the fh oa the Dew would fall fo fait, 
each half quarter of an hour my 
afes w it lit tle drops, fo that I was ne- 
i | to wipe them off fo often; and my 
Paper, on W hich [ wrote my Obfervations, 
Ww oufd immediately | 
that it would not 
may be fuppofed : 
gathers in thofe mighty high Ridges I 
but now named.-————- At | 
“And | Bours 1ot but this Hypothefs is more 
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of i Diffolution 


Firft, The Tops of the Alps above the 
Fountains of four of the greateft Rivers in 
peri’ ’ the Rhz ine, the Rho ne, the Danow, 

nd the Po, are for about Six-Months in the 
Year conftantly covered with Snow, to a 
ore eat thicknefs'\; fo that there are no Va- 
pours all that while that can touch thofe 
Mountains, and be by them condenfed into 
Water 5 there falls nothing there but Snow, 
and that continuing. all chat while on the 
ground without Diffolution, hinders all ac- 
cels of V ‘apours Co the Earth; if any rofe, or 
were by Winds carried fo high in that form,as 
J amconfident thereare not. And yet for 

hae. do. not thofe Springs fail , but con- 
tinue to run all Winter; and itis likely roo, 
without diminution; which is a longer time 
than Droughts ufually laft 5 efpecially if we 
confider, that this want of fupply, is con- 
{tant and annual; whereas Droughts are but 
rare and accidental. So that we need nor 
wonder any more, thatSprings fhould con- 
tinue to run, and ‘without diminution, too, 
in times of Drought. True it is, that thofe 
Rivers run low all Winter,fo far as the Snow 
extends, and to a good diftance from their 
Heads; bur that is for want of their acci- 
dental Supplies from Showers. Nay, I believe, 
that even in Summer; the Vapours are but 
rarely raifed fo high ina liquid form in the 

free 
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of the Worn. 37 
tree Air, remote from the Mountains, but 
are frozen into Snow, before they arrive at 
that height. For the Middle Region of the 
Air, where the Walk of che C louds is, at 
leaft the fuperior part of it, is fo cold as to 
freez. the Vapours that afcend fo high, 
even in Summer time. For we jee that in 
the height and heart of Summer in great 
Thunder-Storms for the moft part it hails 
nay, in fuch Tempefts I have {een mighty 
Showers of great Hail {tones fall, fome as 
big as Nutmegs or Pigeons Egs 5 and in fome : 
places fuch heaps of them, as woul ld load “il 
Dung Carts, and have not been diffolved in ye 
a day or two, At the fame feafons I have i 
obferved, in fome Showers Hail-ftones fall f 
of irregi lar F igures, and throughout pellu 
cid, like preal pieces of Ic cC.4, We ith feveral + 
Snags or Fangs ifluing out of them : which N 
how they could be fupported in the Air till | 
they amounted to that bulk and weight, isa 
thing worthy to be more curioufly confi. 
dered. For either they muft fall from an 
incredible height, the Vapours, they encoun- 
tred by the way, condenfing and as it were 
cry{tallizing upon them into Ice, ,andin time f 
augmenting themto that bulk 5 or elfe the E 
muft be fome ftrange and unknown facul ity ; 
in the Air to fftain them. But to leave : 
them, it is certain, that the Vapours after E: 
ney hy 
i 
: 
- . ne 
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they are mounted up to a confiderable 
height in the Air, are congealed and turned 


into the immediate component Principles of ' 


Snow, in which form I conceive they acquire 
a lightnefs, and are apt to afcend higher 
than they could do, fhould they retain the 
form of ahumid Vapour ; as, we fee, Ice is 
lighter than Water, out of which it is frozen. 
But whether this be the reafon of their 
afcent or not, Iam fure of the matter of faé, 
that thefe Snow-Clouds do afcend far above 
the \higheft Tops of the Alps, in the Gréfons 
Countrey, in the beginning of the Spring, 
it fnowed very faft during my whole paflage 
for fix hours; and yet the Clouds feemed to 
be as far above my rhead, as they do here in 
England; and a Ane height they muft be, 

for the Snow to gather into fo great flakes, 
dnd to continue fo long falling; nay, it may 
be three times fo long. Moreover, we fee, 
that the higheft Pikes and Summits of thofe 
Mountains are covered with Snow. 

2. Inthe Spring-time, whenthe Snow dif- 
folves, fome of thefe Rivers that flow down 
from the A/pime Mountains , run with a full 
‘Stream, and overflow their Banks, in clear 
| ~~ fhine Weather, though no Rain falls, as 
Imy felf can witnefs ; 3 and therefore [1 pre- 
fume, that all the reft do fo too, as the In- 
jabitants affirmed. Burin the Summer time 
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after the Snow ie been fome time melted, 
their. Streams decay again, notwith{tanding 
any Vapours cot ndenfed upon them, propor 
tionably to the Droughts ; neither are ther 
any Floods, but upon falls of Rain. 

That the Snow diffolved and foaking 
into the Earth, is the Original of the Alpine 
Springs5 a probable Argument may be ta. 
ken from the colour of the Wate tof “hic: 
Rivers which defcend from the Alps, at leaft 
on this Northern fide, which I obferved to 
be of a Sea-green, even to a great diftance 
from their Heads; which whence can it p pro- 
ceed, unlefs from the Nitrous Particles oi 
the Snow-water , of which they confift 2 
Another alfo fromthe Bronchocele, or * gut- * Swoin 
turine tumour, an Eudemial Difeafe of the Saisie 
Natives of thofe parts, which Phyficians and 
Naturalifts attribute to the Water they 

a 
D 


drink, not without good reafon 5 ecaufe, 

fay they, it confifts of melced Snow, which 

gives it that malignant quality. > Scaliger + De Sul 
{pe! aking of fthis Difeafe, faith, Zd ab % fit tilit. Ex 
é nivibus liquefattis, que mulium terreftris S ripest 


crudi continet. But becaufe Julius Palmarins ie 
may poffibly be inthe right, who imputes 

this Difeafe to the Steams of the Minerals, 
efpecially Mercurial, wherewith thefe Moun- 
tains abound, which infect the Waters, and 


render 
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Of the Diffolution 
render them noxious to the nervous parts ; 
I fhall not infift upon this particular. 

What Mr. Halley faith of Springs, that 
they are perpetual and without diminu- 
tion, even when no Rain falls for a long 
{pace of time. If he underftands it general- 
ly of all Springs, I add, that are accounted 
quick ones too, I deny his aflertion: that 
lome there may be of that nature, I grant : 
a reafon whereof may be given, vz. that 
the out-let is too fall to empty the Water 
of all the Veins and Earth that lye above it 
inalong time. In our Native Countrey 
of England there are living and lafting 
Springs rifing at the feet of our fmall Hills 
and Hillocks, to which I am fure the Va- 
pours contribute very little; whicli is fo ob- 
vious to every man, that I think I need not 
{pend time to prove ir. 

Yet muft I not diflemble or deny, that in 
the Summer-time. the Vapours do afcend, 
or are carried up in that form by the fides 
of the Mountains to their higheft tops, and 
above them; for there falls no Snow there 
in the heat ‘of Summer 5 and that which lyes 
there, is-for the moft part diffolved. But 
that Rain falls plentifully there, I.my {elf 
can witnefs ; having been on the two higheft 
Tops of the Mount Jura, ( which keeps the 

Snow 
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Snow all Winter ) on the one called Zhuirz 
in a Thunder Shower 3 and on the other, cal- 
led Ja Dolaz, inafmart and continuing Rain: 
So that I will not deny, but in Summer- 
time the Vapours may contribute fomewhat 
to the Springs ; as I have elfewhere inti- 
mated. 

And now that I am difcourfing of thefe 
things, give me leave to fet down an Obfer- 
vation I made in the laft Great Froft, the 
biggeft that was ever known in the memory 
of Man, whichI had before met with in 
Books, but did not give firm credit to, that 
is, that notwithftanding the violence of the 
Froft, all the Springs about us,, brake out 
and ran more plentifully, chan ufwally they 
did at any othertime: which I knew not 
what to impute to, unlefs perchance the clofe 
{topping the Pores of the Earth, and keep- 
ing in that part , which at other times was 
wont to vapour away; which Account, I 
neither then could, nor can yet fully ac- 
guiefce in. 


To this I will here add an Abftract of 
a Letter written by my Honoured Friend, 


Dr. 7 aucre d i fob inlon 
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O?¢ may peradventure meet with fome 
oppofition againft your Fly pothefis of 
Pountaixs, tho Ft A, ] am more and more COn- 
firmd in your Opinion of them, and the ufe 
of the Mountains. Father Tachart zw bis Se- 
cond Voyage to Siam, fays, when he went up to 
the Top of the Table Mountain at the Cape 
of Good Hope, the Rocks and Shrubs were 
perpetually dropping aud feeding the Springs 
— Rills below, there being generally Clouds 
hanging on the fides near theLlop. The fame 
obfervation hath been frequently made by our 
Englifh Merchants in the Madera and Canary 
Ilands, efpectally in their fourni es up to the 
Pike of Teneriff , 2# which, at fuch and fuch 
heights, they were always wet to the shin: by 
the droppings of the great Stones, yet no Rain 
over head 3 the fame I have felt in pafing 
aver foute Ms the Alps. Ibe Trees, which in 
the Iflands of Ferro and St. Thomas, are faid 
to furnilb the Inhabitants with moff of Ssbla 
Water, fiand on the fides of vaft Mountains 
Voflius in his Notes on Pomponius Mela, af 
firms them to be Arborefcent Ferula’s; J de. 
dzeve there is fomething in the many Relation: 
of Zravellers and Voyagers concerning  thefi 
Trees; but then I fancy they are all miftaken 
when they fay, the Water iffues out of the 
Tr Ces 








>) =. eet = eee Owe ye ey a m 

+ ~~» 

* ’ a re poets Oe a “ey 
a eet bade p54 04, bn OG) 3 ee me ee eee 


* 
4 -* 





, 
‘ ey 2 a e ~e e a - 
" ‘ ‘ 
: ~ Se 
" 7 - a 
. se 
“ ~ m™ 
. > ‘ ~—_ ct, . ~ - m 
‘ - * . . > } r~ + ~ 
" — ~ “ ~ . 
— a ~ = E I q. =~ ; > 
€ i > nm ~ 5 - 4 t~. > = Se . 
é } — ; ss ~ ‘ s ~WY _ = ™ ~ ~ . 
= & ' . ~ -~ ~ ~ 
rs | . 2 ; ~ . \ — r ~ * - = 
* ~ c . _ ~- = . 
t « = ‘ Pa = 
vow ™ ~ ; — ~ . 
- " ' a . . « ~a — “~— . 
: m~ f , - : . . ral > “el . 

ss > ~— - 7’ : ” am —p . 
— =~ " “ © . ao = = * 


i 
4 
7 
“U 
’ } “ 
yf 
i 
; 
j 
7 
f 
tne 


- _ ra me 7 ~ 
. ~ . . =) . * ~ “ 
\ ~ . > ~“ 
7 - ~ ~ 
- i . ~ vl ~ 4 ~ — _—_ . ./ 
—— ' —- ~ -~ 7 ™ ‘ " 
LY ; . . , . — ~ * SS & : 
° 2 iy " ~~ . 
= . = ~ - ’ ™ - _ = ~ 
- . " “ : _ - ~ ' . 
- ~*~ a, = . ™ " ™ ~ 2 ~ 
ous 4 b - S = 7 
. : ~ . ~ ~ a a 
: uy ~~ —_ = ; ~ My rt _ aA ‘ 
_ : oo _ ~ - ~ 
~ - 2 ~ — a z - oo . “ ie * 
: Lon ~ p — ~_ — ~ = ~ . tc, - TC . 
: > a =, — - La ~ — 7 
= ; / ~~ * =~. fon “ _ ~~ ~ 
* — = . 5 ~ 7 ™ 
~ ~' + = ™~. ' ee ~~ as ~~ ~ a ~ Lae! 
* . F" om. ‘ ~ ‘ : = ’ = SS : Ls 
ay ~ “ ~~ : 
; 2. oe - * : — ~~ > 
aaa - " . > —s —— 
> > = > . - ~ + c As w = : 
. a . ~ 2 
. ~ , at ‘ 
a 4 ’ 7 ~~ : _ Fa ~ ~~ mah - ? 
¢ 7 » dj . _ ~ ~ . ~ : 4 - _— =~ : ~ 
™ ~ —_—w _ = a ~ —" ~ - 
. y' - - ~ . . 
~ a ~ ~ ~ . 
- ‘ . i. ~ * : nie te . - 
° . wm > 
: kh od ; ‘ ~~ ‘ ~ 
= . ec . ~ " " . " ~ } ~~ ~ 
- ” . ~ ~ ~ » 
= ’ . <1 : : : : » } ~ * ~~ ~ . 
, : = Pt . « ~ 
- . f > : 3 : ~ 
« - ‘ he a y 
- 4 . ~ * . ~~ . 
“e ™ ~ " ~ ™~ oe ’ 
=> » “~~ ™“. _ 
4 . " - “ a ~ ™ 
* . q : $ ~~ > ; > X. ‘ : ‘ 
4 > “ - . a . — : ‘da 
J e ——) ~ ~ : . 
~ . - on } . . 
. an . 
“ - - a . 
= ' Ss - > = s&s» ® = > 
~ _— mm) “ - c —_ 
: ~ . . ‘ ™ 
oo . . <4 _ — : 
. ~~ a = 
' ' — . . . . ) =, : . . ~~ » ‘ . 
_ - ~ > 
= 5 7 - r ~ 
i. ty oa : _ — ~ ~ ; ™ ’ =_ “~~ ~ 
- we . = 7 
} ’ ~ ~ ~ a x — ~ 4 . — ~ 
. . hm ~. _ - e / ~ 
a! ~ . > ~» . & ~~ " ; - 
: 5 J r - S . : ~ Qs au - - . 
we = , ne oy _ ~ _ - —- 
~ . ~~ so ~ =| — ~ a ~~ a : — ~ e 2 
- ~~ 
. 2 . — . a ~_ S » | ~ 
’ 2 Te = a] << —< ’ 5 . “~ " . 
’ r re, ai ° ; . . = , 
. ¢ ~ ~~ -“ ; am mine - <* 
. ~~ & 2 ~ 
~ - > ~ ~ . 4 ‘ ~ ae - " : 





94 


Of the Diffolution 


condenfe and trickle downs; fo that we owe part of 


our Rain, Springs, Rive rs; and conveniencies of 


Life,to the operation of diftillation and Circula 
tion by the Sun, the Sea, and the Hills, without 
EVEN om laf of which, th ¢ Earth would fcarce be 
habitable. This prefent sw iw Kent they 
have had uo Rain fiuce March laft 5 therefore 
i noft of th e1r Spr ngs are dr yat this: very day, as 
| AM « aj ‘us ‘ad { 0m $00 dh AKL d's The high fpouting 
of Water even to three Fathoms perpendicular 
out of innumerable holes on the Lake Zirknitz 
in Carniola after Rains on the adjacent Hills, 
xceeds the. {pirting Gips or natural Jet d’eaus 
we have in Englat id 
Novemb. 12. 1691. Tancred Robinfon. 
I have read of fome Philofophers , who 
imagined the E we to be a great Animal, and 
that the ebbing and flowing of theSea, was 


the refpiration of it: -and now methinks, if 


this Doctrine be true, we have found ‘out 
the Circulation of its B lood, or fomething 
like it. For the Water mutt upon this fup- 
pofi tion, move’, in proportion to its bulk, 
fafter through the Veins of this round Ani- 
mal, than the blood doth through thofe of 
orher ee o Creatures. 

But let us fuppofe, that the Rivers do 
daily carry down to the Sea half an Ocean 
of Water, and that the Rain {upplies all rhar, 
as our Opinion is, and fee why we cat in- 

ier 
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er rom thence | think it Wil! be oranted 
that ordinarily ( communibus annts ) the Rain 


t ; 


“hy: " le . iw - > Ay 
that falis in a whole yCar 


> 


‘ -— | 
above one quarters continual 


| 
r 
UO 
cr’ 
> oe) 
me 
ond 
rt 
W 
roe 
— | 
on 
ry 
a 


’ 


~ Z J : ° fc: ’ } on ae as ; 
Ocean, it 1s einer: thatif it ihould rain with- 
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out any intermillion aul the year round, the 


Rivers said pour out two Oceans into 
the Sea daily. And fo in torty days con 
tinual Rain there would diftil down upon 
the Earth eighty Oceans of Water. A pro 
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from the Clouds abundantly fafter than they 
could run down the gentle declivity of the 
Earth,it deferves to be confidered whether by 
the end'of forty daysthere might not have 
eck: water dasupt: amafied to cover the 
Mountains fifteen Cubits high. And yet rhe 
Scripture doth not in plain terms fay, chat 
ever the waters of the Flood arofe fifteen Cu- 
bits a above the tops of the higheft Mountains, 
is Mr. Warren well obferves. Moreover,to me 
it doth not feem clearly to limit the time 
of the Rains deicent to forty days: but it 
may import that the Rain had continued fo 
lon; g before the Ark was lifted up above the 
arth and that it ceafed not tillone hundred 
and fifty days were over: \for fo long the Wa- 
ters are faid to have prevailed upon the 
Barth, Gen. 7.24. that is continued and in- 
seated Ww her as had the Rain ceafed, and 
the Fountains been ftopped at forty days 
end, the declivity of the Lani would in all 
likelihood have funk the Waters much by 
ae end of one hundred and fifty days: 
vhich it was fo far from doing, that not. 
withfta iding the help of the Wi ind, thetops 
of the Mountains were not feen till the be 
ginning of the tenth Month, that is till two 
hundred and fe eventy days were paft. WNei- 
ther yet did the Mountains help ai rather 
hinder the defcent of the Waters down to 
the 
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Of the Diffolution 
might not firft caufe a contrary Wind to ftop 
and inhibit the defcent of the Waters, as af- 
terwards he ‘raifed an affifting one to carry 
them off. 

[ have but one thing more to add upon 
this Subject, that is, that I do not fee how 
their Opinion can be true, who hold that 
ome Seas are lower than others, as for Ex- 
ample, the Red Sea than the Mediterranean. 
For it being true that the Water keeps its 
level, that is, holds its fuperfices every where 
equidiftant from the Center of Gravity 5 or 
if by accident one part be lower, the reft b 
reafon of their fluidity will fpeedily reduce 
the fuperficies again to an equality. The 
waters of all Seas communicating either a- 
bove, or under ground, or both ways, one 
Sea cannot be higher or lower than ano- 
ther: but fuppofing any accident fhould e- 
levate or deprefs any, by reafon of this con- 
fluence or communication it would foon be 
reduced to a level again, as might demon- 
{iratively be proved. 

But I return, to tell che Reader what I 
think the moft probable of all the Caufes I 
have heard affigned of the Deluge, which 
is, the Center of the Earth being at that 
time changed, and fet ‘nearer to the Center 
or middle of our Continent, whereupon the 
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Atlantick oe P ac if A Oce ins mutt ne =ds prefs 
upon the Subterraneous Abyfs , and fo, by 
mediation thereof, force the Water upward, 
and at‘laf{t compell it to run out at thofe 
wide mouths and apertures made by the 
Divine Power breaking up the Fountains of 
the great Deep. And we may fuppofe this 
to have been only a gentle and gradual 
Emotion, no fafter than that the Waters run 
ning out at the bottom of the Sea, might a 
cordingly lowre the Superficies thereot fuitics 
ently fo thatsnone needed run over the Shor 
Thefe Waters thus powred out from the Or: 
fices of the Fountains upon the Earth, the de- 
clivicy being changed by the removal of the 
Center, could not flow down to the Sea again, 
but muft needs ftagnate uponthe Earth, and 
overflow if 5 and aitet wards the Karth rC- 
turning to its old Center, return ilfo to their 
former Receptac! 
If any {hall obj Ch iainil this J iy, 


‘ : » te . . “7 4 \ Z © / _ 
becaule by iC LL Klood W iAl b » Bw WS { U 


pical, and re{trained only to the Continent 
we livein: though I might pleaathe Unne 


~ 


Jf er ce) 
je ted > -caly 4s ks 


irinefs of drowning America, it being 

, § . a v- , — "- 

| probability unpcopicd ic that time; 

t becaufe the Scripture ufeth general ex- 
| | 


. . ied ' F > 
pre{iions concerning the extent of the Flood, 


« ¢ pomp ans et soe é 
wing A Tt. te ° 
ee?) ee ee 


. . 2 / 2 a so yee 
faying, Gen. 1.19. And all the bign piils that 


; f y ~ ” esea - eer i 
indér the wore beat mM Were COvVercea » 





be: betes 2 ree er eres “vy = = =~ 
- — = 
7 , ‘ 
j =) =") \ 3 \ 


the Dif] olution 


and again, Ver. 22. Allin whofe noftrils was 
the breath of life, of all that was in the . 
land dyed. And becaufe the Americans a 
are faid to have fome ancient Memorial Tr: 
dition of aDeluge5 andthe alesis us Au 
he Theory of the Earth hath by a 
= C 8 ase ipa art aie that 
> people upon the 
‘ll p propofe another 
his Phenomenon, aie that 
is, by fuppofing that the Divi 1¢ Pov er might 
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Of the Effetts of the Deluge. 


Come now to the Third Particular pro- 

i pofed, chat is, To enquire concerning the 

Confequents of the Deluge, What confide. 

rable effects it had upon the Earth and its 
Inhabitants, 

[t had doubtlefs very great, in changing 

the Swperjicies of the dry Land: In fome 

iq places adding to the Sea; in fome taking 

from it; making Iflands of Peninfule, and 

joining others to the Continent; altering the 

Beds of Rivers, throwing up leffer Hills, and 

wafhing away others, c. The moft re. 

markable effects it’s likely were in the skirts 

of the Continents; becaufe the Motion of 

the Water was there moft violent. Athanaftus 

» De Arca Kircher * gives usa Map and Defcription of 

Noe\-192 the World after the Flood » fhewing what 

Changes were made therein by it, or upon 

occafion of it afterward, as he fanfies or con- 

jectures. But becaufe I do not love to 

trouble the Reader with uncertain Conje- 

ctures, I fhall content my felf to have faid 

in 
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in general, that it may rationally be fuppo- 
fed , there were chen gre: at Mutations and 
Alterations made in the a erficial part of 
the Earth: but wh: techs rere , though we 
may guels , yet can we Shane no certain 
ledge of : an d for particulars, refer the 
curious to him. 

One malignant effect it had upon Man 
kind, and probably upon other Animals too, 
in fhoresine their Ape, or the duration of 
their lives : which I have touched before, 
and fhewn, that this diminution of Age , is 
to be attributed either to the change of the 
Temperature of the Air, as to Salubrity, or 
Equality, (fudden and frequent changes of 
_ Weather having avery bad influence upor 
the Age of Man in abbreviating of it, as I 
could eafily prove ) or elfe to the deteri- 
ority of the Diet; or to both thefe Caufes 
But how the Flood fhould induce or occa- 
fion fuch a change in the Air and product 
ons of the Earth, I do not comprehen id. 
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Of for ‘mea Stones’, Sea- oy and other 
i Marine-like Bodies found at great di- 
, flances from the Shores: 


Nother fuppofed Effect: of the Flood, 

£ \ wasa bringing up out of the Sea, and 
icattering all the y Pe Se over an annumerable 

multitude of Shells and Shell-fith; there be- 

| ing of thefe fhell-like Bodies, -not only on 
i lower Grounds and Hillocks, but up on the 
higheft Mountains , the Appennine and Alps 

themfelves. A fuppofed Effe&, I fay, becaufe 

it is not yet agreed among. the Learned, whe 


ther thefe Bodies, forme tly called: petrified 
Shells, but n 10W a-days pafti ng | y th name 
ot formed Stones, be original Productions of 


Nature, Setied in imitation of ae She ‘IIs of 
Fifhess or the real Shells themfelvc s, either 
remaining fltill entire and uncorrupt, or pe- 
trified and turned into een or at leatt, 
St tones caft in fome Animal } id. Both 
parts havé {trong Arguments yee Patrons 
fhall not ballance Autho pe Only con- 
ider ang weir oh Arguments 
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ther; efpecially for the Protection ‘and Secu- 

rity of the Apzces, which are no idle or ufe- 

lefs part , but contain the Mafculine Sperm, : 

and ferve to give fecundity to the Seed. 

Thirdly, Though formed Stones may be ufe- 

i ful toMan in Medicine, yet Flowers afford 

Hy us abundantly more ufes, both in Meat and 
Medicine. 

YetI muft not diflemble, that there is a 
| Phenomenon in Nature, which doth fome- 
| what puzzle me to reconcile, with the pru- 

dence obfervable in all its works; and feems 

{trongly to prove, that Nature doth fome- 

times /adere, and delineate Figures , for no 

if other end, but for the ‘ornament of fome 
iit Stones, and to entertain and pratifie our Gu. 
riofity, or exercife our Wits. That is, thofe 

elegant impreffions of the Leaves of Plants 

upon Cole flate, the knowledge whereof, I 

muft confefs my felf to owe to my Learned 

and Ingenious Friend, Mr. Edward Lloyd of 

Oxford, who obferved ot it in fome Cole- 

pits in the way from Wychefler in Gloceffer- 

fhire to Briftolls and afterwards communi. 

cated tome aSample of it. . That which he 

found, was marked withthe Leaves of twoor 

three kinds of Ferns and of Harts-tongne. He 

told me alfo, that Mr. Woodward, a Londoner, 

fhewed him very good Draughts of the 

common female Fern, naturally. formed in 


Cole, 
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Cole, ote himfelf found in .Mexsdip Hills, 
and added, hat he had found in the lame 
Pits, Draughts of the common Cinguefoit, 
Clover'g ral ) and Sti au bei rzeés But thefe 
Figures are more diligently to be obferved 
iad. confidered. 

Secondly, There are found in the Earth at 
great ¢ diftance from the Sea, real Shells unpe- 
trified and uncorru o d, of the exact Figure 
and Confiftenc y of the prefent natural Sea- 
fhells,and in all their parts like them,and that 
not only in the lower Grounds and Hillocks 
near the Sea, but in Mountains of a confi- 
derable height,and diftant trom the Sea.Cbhri- 
fitanus Mentzelius in his Difcourfe cencerning 
the Bononian Phofphorus, gives us a relation 
of many Beds of them found mingled with 
Sand in the upper part « of a high Mountain 
not far from Rologva in Italy. His words are 
thefe, Nox procul monte Paterno. ditto, lapidis 
Bononienfts p atria, unico forte milzart rf alico 
diftanti ¢ loci nomen excidit memoria ) ingens 
mons imminet praruptus > violentia torre uti 
um aguarum, quas imbres frequentes ex Vitt- 

nis montibus conf uentes efficiunt , atque in- 
fignes rer rvrarum woles ab ifio wionte pro; her. 
nuut ac dejiciunt. ln hac M0 yr1s ruina ; [u- 
perzore 10 parte vifuntur mult a ftrage ) fe ri 
e[ve, x tefiis conchyliorum omnis generzs 
plurima arena interjecta , inftar firati fuper 

ftratam 
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ver a | 
witya ZHTE rpoftta. Erant autem LEjt a Varze- 

nc hyliori UM, OWMRCS ¢ 7, 127 1 Cw diltintta 

4 MEC cuiquam lapidt amp atta C 5 adto ut f[epara- 
| tim omnia mantous tra ari (6 dignofce potue- 
rint. Effece fat bot rena VP Ura, nu lo limo 

Lui ove int erent h, qt & Conc } ylior um teft as COM> 

hg averat per 7 ulta je 2cula integras Lnte- 

rea ro ai sur sitate temporis omnes ili a Ff ella 


erant in albiffim am calcem facile re folubiles. 
Fabius Columna alfo prt 3S , ‘2 at in the 
tophaceous Hills and Cliffs about Axdria 

Th in Apulia, there are found various forts of 
Sea shells, both broken and whole, uncor- 
rupt,and thar have undergone no change. Ané 
Ovie din Metam. lib. I4- | 


Zz, ‘ HolAds os lL.» «aAride y «4 ; " 
fi procul G pelago Concha jachere marina 


Iam alfo informed by my Learned and Wor- 
thy Friend i Dr. Tancred Robi + That Sig- 
nior Settali fhewed him in his Museum at 
Milan, many Turbens, Echini, Pearl-fhelis 
( one with a Pearl in it ) Peétunculi, and fe- 
veral other perfect Shells,. which he himfelf 
found in the Mountains acar Gevoa , and at- 
terwards my ath “riend took notice alfo 
of ieveral Bods < of them himfelt, as he pafled 

over 
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ture and precedent cavity, da iy orm to 
the Tooth. Ifthe latrer part be chofen, and 
it be faid , that the Stone by its vegetative 
power grew by degrees; it may be anfwered 
as be fore , that could not be 5 becaufe the 
hardnefs of the Zophus could’ not have 
yielded tothe vegetative force of the Tooth, 
buc would rather have been rene or divi- 
ded by it; or rather the Zophus it felf muft 
have vegetated, containing a cavity or uterus 
of the fhape of the Tooth, into which an 
ofleous humor , penetrating through the 
Pores, and filling the cavity of the Uterus, 
muft there have coagulated ’ and taken the 
form thereof , as i obferved in Stones that 
have their original froma Flwor. Thatboth 
Tooth and Cafe might vegetate together he 
denies , becaufe in allt the Teeth which he 
had feen, the Bafis or Root was found bro. 
ken, and that not with an ‘uniform fracture, 
but ‘differe snt in every one. Which Argu- 
ment is not to be flighted, ‘for that it fhews 
or proves, that there was no Vegetation in 
the cafe ; becaufe in all other fioured Fof. 
fils it is obferved, that they are never found 
mutilous, broken or imperfect. Neither 
can it reafonably be faid or believed , that 
thefe Roots or Teeth were by fome chance 
broken within the Zophz, but rather, that 
when they were cafually overwhelmed and 

buried 
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bend for Ward and downward . the fecond 


, fi : Ar ws ae be — j ; : ~~ 
Ww are ureight, efpecially toward the fides 


of the mou aye where they are triangular 


toward the inner rvagt ot aie mouth. Thus 


at olumua 

Fourthly , If thefe formed Srones be in- 
ceca original Productions of Nature. in imi- 
tation of Shells and Bones, how comes it to 
pafs, that there fhould be none found , tha 
refemble ant other natural Body . buc the 
Shells nd b cs - hes only ; Why {hould 


telis me, thar iever tound himielf., or 
Y 
Nad wen inany Wabinet, or Collection, any 


»MLONE Chat he Couid compare to.any part 
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an Arpument of the Government of fome 
> ; pene - aa NOES Td » £ . 
Principle, luperior to Matter figur ed and 


Move 1, in th iC il Formation 1S. 
— th . 1. es Dp « e 
4ly, We ‘¢ Bodies nothing but Concre- 
tions of Salts « ;, It feems no 


leis {ty nee Ladle ie Mathy Quors } imp regnated 
wich all forts of Salers and Minera I Juices , In 
all proportions, hav ing been at one time or 
other indufl rioufly or accidentally expofed 
tO cl ‘yit lize, and lec f{tand jong in Veflels, 
there fhould never have been found in them 
any {uch Concretions. For if any had hap- 
pened, we iGuide loubtlefs have heard of 
them. and the Obfervers would have im- 
proved fuch an Experiment to the Production 
of the like Bodies at their pleafure. So I 
have finifhed what I have to alledge in de- 
fence of the latter part, That thefe tormed 
stones , were fometimes the real Shells or 
ones of Fifhes, I mean the figured part of 

i proceed now to fet down, what may 
be objected againft this Opinion, or offered 
in afl rtion of the contrary, viz, That thefe 
Bodies are primitive Productions of Na- 
ture, in imitation of the Shells and Bones of 
Fifhes. 

Againf{t the former Opinion we have been 
pleading for, itmay be objeéted, That there 
follow fuch flrange and feemingly abfurd 


3 Con- 
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‘one nces of the Deluge 
Conjequences i Lie Lt Ue ° 


Confeque: ices from it, as are ha irdly recon- 
cileable to Scripture, or indeed to lo ber Re 
fon: as, 

Firft. That the Waters muft have cove- 
the whole Earth, even the highett 
intains, and that for a long time, there 
being found ot thefe Shells , not only 1n the 
moft m«¢ xo Linous parts of our Countrey, 
but in the hig heft Mountains in Europe , the 
Appe nnine and . Alps themfelves, and tl hat not 
onlv feattered, but amaffed in great lumps, 
and ly ying thick in Beds of Sand, as we hav 
be fore hewn. Now <i could hardly be 
the effect of a fhort Deluge, w hich if it had 
carried any Shell fith fohigh, would in all 
likelihood have fcattered them very thin 
Thefe Beds and Lumps of them neceflarily 
inferring, that they muft have bred there, 
which is a work of time. 

Now the general Deluge lafted in the 
whole, but ten Months; and it’s not likely 
the Tops oi Mountains were covered 
half chat time. WNeitherisict lefs repugnant 
to Reafon than Scriptures; for if the Water 
{tood fo high abo ve the Earth, for fo long a 
ris they mutt by reafon of their Conflu 

_ be raifed as high above the Sea too. 
Bue ¢ what is now become of this huge Mafs 
of Waters, equal to fix or feven Oceans ¢ 
May not the Stoicks here fet in, and help us 
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out of the Sea, at any time, that ever I 
heard of. Nay, my very Learned and Ho- 
noured Friend Dr. Liffer proceeds further, 
and faith, That when he particularly exa: 
mined fome of our Exgiz/b Shores for Shells, 
as alfo the Frefh Waters and the Fields, that 
he did never meet with any one of thofe 
Species of Shells found at Adderton inYorf- 
fbire, Wansford bridge in Northampton/bire, 
and about Gunthorp and Beauvoir Cattle, bic, 
any where elfe, but in their refpective Quar. 
ries. Whatcan we fay to this? Why it ig 
poffible that many forts of Shell-Fith may 
be lodged fo deep in the Seas, or on Rocks fo 
remote from the Shores, that they may ne- 
ver come to our fight. 

Thirdly, It follows alfo, that there have 
been Shell fifh in thefe cold Northern Seas 
of greater bulk and dimenfions, than an 
now living; I do not fay in thefe, but inthe 
moft Southernly and Indian ; viz. Coryua 
Ammonis of two foot diameter, and of thick- 
nefs anfwerable. 

To thisTanfwer,, That there are no pe. 
trified Shells that do in bignefs much ex: 
ceed thofe of the natural Shell fith found in 
our Seas, fave the Cornua Ammonis only, 
which I fufpe& to have never been, nor had 
any relation to any Shells of Fifhes: or to 
imitate or refemble them, at leaft fome of 
them. 
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(which is ftrange ) both thefe kinds by 
Mr. Co/e’s defcription , feem to have been co- 
vered with Shells. : 
By what I have faid concerning thefe Ophi | 
omorphous Stones not to have been Nautalz, T) 
would not be thought to reflect upon, or] 
detra& from the Veracity or Exactnels of 
the Obfervations of Mr. Robert Hook, whom, 
for his Learning and deep Infight into the 
Myfterics of Nature, I defervedly honour. T) 
queftion not , but he found in the Kezn/fham) 
Ophiomorphites perfek Diaphragms of 4 | 
very diftin& fubftance from that which fil 
led the Cavities, and exactly of that kind 
which covered the out-fide, being for the 
moft part Whitifh , or Mother of Pearl cos 
loured. Mr. Waller fore-mentioned attells 
the fame , writing in his Letter to me of} 
Feb. 4.1687. that in the ordinary Snake 
{tones there, the fhelly Diaphragms were 
very vifible. In this refpect they do re | 
femble Nauri/is; though for their Figure) 
they are much different, and of a diftiné] 
Genus. I never broke any of the Aeinfham 
Stones; but of thofe found about Whitby in 
Tork/bire many 3 but could not obferve if 
them any fhell-like Diaphragms , only they 
broke into fuch pieces as I mentioned beiore, 
And my Dear and much Honoured Friend) 
Dr. Zancred Robin(on writesme, That he hag 
broken 
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petrified Oy/er, and fo of the B/caliop-Stones 

in the Quarries neat Shotover = which it they 

had once been the Shells of Oy/fers and F/- 

callops , had fcarcé been thus parted. To 

this Tanfwer, That this Argument is not 

f rieceflarily conclufive ;, becaufe there may 

poflibly be fome reafon of it, though we 

know it not, nor can eafily imagine any. 

| The like Anfwer may be returned to his 
| next Argument. 

Thirdly , Becaufe ( faith the Doctor ) I 
can by no means fatisfie my {elf , how it 
fhould come ‘to pafs, that in cafe thefe Bodies 

| hadonce been moulded in Shells, fome of the 
1) fame kind fhould be found. in Beds,as the Coa- 
i chites at Langley, Charlton, Adderbury; And 
others {cattered as. at G/ympton,and Teynton,& 
fo the Oftracites at Shotover and Cowley. Nor 
how it fhould fall our, that fome of thefe 
Bivalves fhould always be found with their 
Shells {eparate, as the Ofracites and Pectines: 
and others always clofed together , as the 
Conchites in all places I have yet feen. 
Fourthly, Becaufe many of thefe formed 
Stones feem now to be vx fer, (which is the 
Dodtor’s next Argument ) as the Selenstesat 
Shotover and Hampton-gay, the Conchytes of 
Glympton and Cornwell, many of which were 
of a perfect Clay and others of Stone, Oc. 
As for the Sedenites , I grant them to have 
been 
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tO IVE thele Arguments their due ; though 
hey be not demonftrative proofs, yet they 
inter a great degree ps f prot abiliry , and 
ihrewdly urge and fhake the contrary Opi- 
Mion, 

Ihe other Arcuments,the Doctor alledges, 
1qmit a plaufil i] le folution, eh ey {y ich as 
We have already touched, and given as good 
an an{wer to, as either the matter will ad- 
mit, or We were ableto give 

To theF irft, Thar there are found Stones 
refembling She i1-fith that {tick toRocks: | 
aniv That many of f them might by acci- 
dent a rub’d off theRacks the y {tick to, of 
thruft.off by Birds infinuating their Bills be- 
tween the Shell and Rock, to teed upon their 
meat; but by what means foever it be, that 
they are fometimes broken off, the matter of 
fact is certain; for we find m: iny patella caft 
upon-the Shores ‘by the working of the S 
Why then might they not be brought up by 

the f lood : 
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cruftaceous kind, as Crabs and Lobffers, Sc. 
as well have been brought up and left be- 
hind by the Flood, and afterward petrified, 
as any of the teftaceous kind ? ‘I anfwer, Of 
the great Buccina, Murices and Concha Vene- 
ris, there are very few or none found inour 
Seas: it may be there are of them in the 
Mountains and Quarries of the Jadies, were 
any man fo curious as to fearch them out : 
Though it’s likely but few, becaufe being 
great things, eafie to be feen, and that part 
of the World having been fully peopled foon 
after the Flood, their beauty might invite 
the Inhabitafts to fearch them out, and ga- 
ther them up. But Secondly, Thofe other 
kinds may poffibly be lefs durable, and more 
apt to be wrought upon, to moulder, decay, 
and be diflolved in time by the Weather, 
Rains and Moifture of the Earth , or were 
not fo fufceptive of petrifying Juices. 

The Third Argument is already an{wered 
in the precedent Difcourfe. 

To the Fourth Argument as to what con- 
cerns the Selenites, Aftroites and Belensnites, 
we have anfwered already. That the Spe- 
Gies of Brontieg cannot be the petrified Shells 
of Echini Spatagi, the Arguments the Doctor 
alledges out of Ariffotle and Rondeletius do 
not evince. For though in fome Seas they 
may be weAayor »' cavios, yet in others 

are 
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are they plentiful enough. In our own 


Seas at Liandwyn in the Ifle of Anglefey we 
may reafonab ly conjecture, they are more 
plentiful than the commé6n Echinz any where 
he us; becaufe we found more of their 

Shells caft up there on the Shore, than of 
the Echiniin any Shore about England: nay, 
fo common: are they there, that even the 
Vulg: it have taken notice of them, and im- 
pofed a Name upon them, calling them Mer- 
mayds Heads. Andt though t their Briitles or 
Prickles were but {mall , yet were they not 
few or thin fer, as Rondeleiius faith. 

How the Snake-ftones about Hunt/y-nab 
and Whitby in Tork/bire came to be included 
in Globular. or Centricular Stones, is not 
difficult to make out: for the Cliffs there- 
about being Allume-ftone or Mine, wherein 
thefe Snake-ftonés lye ;_ the Sea in Spring- 
tides and temps ye{ftuous weather undermines 
and throws down part o the Shore or Cliffs, 
which by the { fall break in pieces, and the 
Ophiomorphus Stone being harder than the 
reft of the Cliff, is broken off from it by the 
fall, or its Owete in the Sea afterward, 
with fome part of the Cliff or Allume-ftone 
{ticking to each fide of it where it is concave, 


and by reafon of its Figure and Strz@, cannot 


eafily part from it 
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Laftly, To diffemble nothing, I have my 
felf obferved fome Cockle-ftones to have 
feemingly different impreffions or Stri¢ up- 
on the fame Superficies; which Phenomenon 
it is very hard to give an account of Ihave 

" alfo obfetved a large Stone almoft as hard as 
Marble , that was fo marked every where 
throtighout with the imprefflions of Cockles 
and their Strie , fo crofling one another in 
every partof it, that if it were nothing but 
Shells amafled together by a ftony Cement; 
thofe Shells muft have before their Concre- 
tion been broken into infinite’ fmall pieces or 
fragments, fcarce any remaining entire; 
which I do not fee how any Floods or work: 
ing of the Sea, could poffibly effect. 
So Thave finifhed-what [had to fay con- 
erning this fuppofed Effect of the Deluge, 
oft bringing in of Shells, and fcattering them 
all over the. dryland. But yet I muft not 
difmifs this particular, till I have faid fome- 
sia toan ObjeCtion that prefently occurrs 
any one who confiders this matter. The 
Wat ers of the Flood having been fupplied 
partly by Rains, partly by the breaking up 
of the Fountains of the great Deep, and hot 
by any Irruption or Inundation of the Sea, 
how could any Sea-fhells.at all be brought 
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To this Lanfwer, That the great Deep 
communicates with the Sea’5 and the Wa- 
ters rifing up out of the si pepe is A- 
byfs, the Sea muft <a e would 
there have been an empty fpace ic tt in the 
middle of the Earth; fo that the Shell-fith 
might as well come in this way from the 
bottom of the Sea, as by an Inundation: 

in like manner as the Fifh in the Lake 
of Caruiola. called the Zirchuitzer See do 
defcend annually under ground through 
many great holes in the bottom , and 
turn again by the fame holes. To all this 
TY might add, that into the Lands near the 
skirts of theSea, and lower Hills, thefe Shells 
might in part be brought by particular 
Floods,of which many we read of,&more pot- 
fibly than are recorded. in any Hiftory may 
have’ happened fince the ne Deluge. 
Hence: the chief Champions of the Opinion 
of Mock-/helis are not difficult to grant, that 
in fome Countries, and particularly along 
the Shore of the Meusterr inean Sea,there may 
all manner of Shells be found promi! (cuoufly 
included in RieRiecks or Farth,and at good a 
{tances too from the Sea. W hich are the words 
of Dr. Liffer, repeated and approve ed by 
Dr. Plot. Bur this will not ferve their turn 5 
for we have before proved , that in the 
middie part, and near the Center of ourown 
K 4 Counts 
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Countrey, at a great diftance from the Sea, 
viz.in Oxfordfbire, there are found not only 
fhell-like Stones, but real Shells, or Mock. 
fhells (as fome efteem them ). for Figure, 
Colour, Weight, Confiftency, or any other 
Accident not to be diftinguifhed from true 
Shells 3 and that nor fuch as have been acci- 
dentally fcattered there , but dig’d out of 
the ground in plenty, and of Fifhes that are 
rarely found in our Seas: Patterns whereof 
Were fent me by my Ingenious Friend, 
Mr. Lioyd. Who, I hope will ere long gra- 
tifie the Curious , by publifhing, a gene: 
ral Catalogue of all the formed Stones found 
it England, and his Remarks upon them. 
AndT have likewife proved: by good Au- 
thority, that beyond the Seas, in high Moun. 
tains , and many Leagues diftant from the 
Sea too, there have been Beds of ' real Shells. 
I might have added Sharks-teeth or Gloffo- 
petré, as both Goropius Becanus and Georgius 
Agricola teftifie ; ifnot in Beds,yet plentifully 
difperft in the Earth, There are feveral Me. 
dical Hiftories extant (as Dr. Tancred Ro- 
binfon informs me) of perfe& Shells found 
in Animal Bodies , in whofe Glands they 
Were originally formed ,. which is a confide- 
sable Objection, not eafily to be removed, 
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The Diff ution of the Wor up. 


SEC T. 2. 


The Second polft hble Caufe of the Vb ‘orlds De 
ftruction in a NaturalWay , the Extinition 
of the e Sun. 


2. The poffibility of the Suns extinction 
Of which Accident I fhall give an Account in 
Dr. More’s words, in the laft Chapter of his 
Treatile of. the Immortality of the Soul 
This (faith he) though it may feema / anick 
fear at firft fightsyet if the matter be through 
ly examined, there will appear no contemp- 
tible Reafons that may induce men to fut 
pect, that ic may at laft fall out, there ha 
ving been at certain times fuch near offers in 
Nature towards this fad Accident already. 
Pliny {peaks of it as a thing not unfrequent, 
that here fhoul d be Prodi gioft Oj longi ores 
Solis defectus , qualis occifo Distat ore Cerf fare 
6 Antoniano dello, totias anni pallore con 
tinuo, Hiff. Nat. lib. 2. cap. 30. The like 
har pened ii 1 Juftinian’s time, as Cedreuus 
writes; W ba for a whole year together the 
the Sun was of a very dimand «duskifh Hue, 
as if he had been ina perpetual Eclipfe : And 
in the time of /rexe the Empreis , it was {fo 
dark for feventeen days together, that the 
Ships loft their way in the Sea, and were 
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134 The Diffolution of 
ready to runone againft another , as Theo. 
phanes reports. But the late aecurate Dif. 
covery of the Spots of the Sun by Scheiner, 
and the appearing and difappearing of Fixt| 
Stars and Comets, and the excurfions of thefe 
laft, do argue it more than poffible, that after 
i fome vaft Periods of Time the Sun may be 
fo inextricably inveloped by the macula, 
: that he may quite lofe his lights and chen 
| you may eafily guefs what would become | 
of the Inhabitants of the Earth. For with-| 
out his vivifick heat, neither could the Earth | 
put forth any Vegetables for their fuftenance; 
neither #f ie could, would they be able to 
iif bear the extremity of the Cold, which muft} 
mil needs be more rigorous, and that perpetually, | 
than it is now under the Poles in Winter time, 
But this Accident,though it would indeed ex: | 
tinguifh all life, yet being quite contrary to a] 
Diffolution by Fire, of which the Apoftle| 
{peaks, I fhall pafs it over without further | 
confideration, and proeced to a Third. 
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Che Poflibility of the Eruption of t 


Central Fire, if any y {uch yt be, incloféd 
in ei arth. It i iS the Fy rp ls oO; Mon- 
fieur des Cartes, that the barth was oripi- 
nally a Star, or great Globe ot Fite, like the 
Sun. or one of the fixt Scare ituate in the 

Center of a Vortex contititeally whirling 
round withic. That by degrees it was co- 
vered over or incruftated with macule, ari- 
fin ts Surface, like the fcumm on a boil- 


iag Pot, which {till increafing and growing 
: | fing its light 
motion 

of th i yrtex about prowing 
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more weak , languid, and unable to refift 
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136 re Diffoluttin of 
Luinimo ad res natural es melius explicandas, 
earum caufas altius hic repetam quam ipfas un. 
quam extitiffe exiftimem. Non enim dubium 
eft, quin mundus ab initio fuerit creatws cum 
omni fua perfectione, ita ut in co &§ Sol, & 
Zerra, § Luna, &» Stelle extiterint...... 
Hoc fides Chriftiana nos docet; hocque etiam 
ratio naturalis plane perfuadet.. Attendendo 
enim ad immenfame Dei potentiam, non poffu- 
mus exiftimare ilum unquam quidquam feciffe, 
guod nox omuibus [uis numeris fuerit abfolutum, 
That is, Moreover, for the better explicating 
of Natural Things, I fhall bring them from 


‘higher or more remote Caufes than I think they 
ever had. For there ws no doubt, but the 
World was originally created in its full per- 
fection, fo that in it were conteined both Sun 
and Moon and Earth and Stars; &c. For this 
the Chriftian Faith teacheth us, and this alfo 
Natural Reafon doth plainly perfuade ; for at- 
tending to the immenfe power of God, we cane 
not think that he ever made any thing that 
Wass not complete in all points. But tho he 
did not believe that the Earth was generated 
or formed according to his Hyporhefis, yet 
furely he was of opinion, that it is at pre- 
fent fuch a Body as he reprefented ‘it after its 
perfect Formation, viz. with a Fire in the 
middle, and fo many feveral Crufts or Coats 
inclofing it: elfe would he have given usa 
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mere Figment or Romance inftead of a Body 
of Philofophy. 

But tho I do reject the Hypothefiss yet the 
being of entral Fire in the Earth is nor, 
fo far as unde srftand, any way repugnant 
to Reafon or Scripture. For firft of all, the 
Scripture reprefents Hell as a Lake of up 
Mark 9 43,44 , Oc. Revel. 20. 10, 14, 
and likewife as a low place beneath the Earth. 
So Plalm 86. 1 3. and Dent. 42. 22. it iS Call- 
ed the wethermoft bell Prov. 15.24. Lhe way 
of life is above £0 the wife, that he may oer 
from hell beneath. 2. Many of the Ancients 
underftand that Article of the Creed, He de- 
(cended into Heil, of our Saviours Delcent 
into that local Hell beneath the Earth, where 
he triumphed over the Devil and rT the 
Powers of Darknefs: And particularly Zre 
néus interprets that Saying of our Saviour, 
that the fon of man fhoula be three days 4 
the heart of the earth, of his being three 
days in the middle of the Earth, which 
could not be meant ( faith he ) of the Se. 
pulchre, becaufe that was hewen out of a 
Rock in its Superfictes, 3. It isa received 
Opinion among the Divinesof the Church of 
Rome, that Hell is about the Centerof the 
Earth: infomuch as fome of them have been 
folicitous to demonftrate chat there is room 


enough to receive all the Damned, by giving 


us the Dimenfions thereot. Neither 
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138 The. Diffolution of 
Neither is it repugnant to the Hiftory of 
the Creation in Gexefis. For tho indeed Mo. 
fes doth mention only Water and Earth, as 
thecomponent parts of this Body 5 yet doth | 
he not affert that the Earthis a fimple, uni- 
form, homogeneous Body 3 as neither do 
ip we, when we fay, upon the face of theearth, 
or the like: For the Earth, wefee, isa Mafs 
made up of a multitude of different Species of 
Bodies, Mettals, Minerals, Stones and other 
Foffils, Sand, Clay, Marle, Chalk, &c. which 
do all agree in that they are confiftent and 
folid more or lefs, and are in that refpett 
contradiftinguifhed to Water ; and together 
compound: one Mafs, which we.callBareh. 
Whither the interior parts of the Earth be 
made up of fo gréat a variety of different 
Bodies is to us altogether unknown. For 
tho it-be obferved bY Colliers, that the Beds 
of Coals lie one way, and do always dip 
towards the Eaft, letthem go never fo deep; 
fo that, would it quit coft, and were it not 
for the Water, they fay, they might purfue | 
the Bed of Coals to the very Center of | 
the Earth, the Coals:never failing or coming 
to an end that way; yet.thae is but apgaih 
arid ungrounded Conjecture. fot what .is 
the depth of the profoundeft Mines, were 
they a Miledeep, tothe Semidiameter of the 
Earth? nor as one to four thoufand. Com- | 
paring 
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paring this Obfervation of Dipping with my 
Notes about other Mines, I find that the 


Veins or Beds of all general y. run Eaft and 
Velt, and dip tow: ids the Eaft.. Of which 
what Account or Reafon can we give, but 
the motion of the Earth from Welt to Eafte 
I know fome fay, that the Veins, for Exam- 
ple, of Tin:and Silver dip to the North, 
tho they. confefs they run Eaft and Weft, 
which is, I contefs, a thing I cannot under- 
{tand, the Veins of thofe Metals being nar- 
row things. Sr. bo. 2Zoughby in his foremen- 
tioned Letter writes thus, —*I have talked 
with fomeof my Colliers about the lying of 
the Coal, and find, that generally the Baflec 
end (as they call it ) lyes Weft, and runs 
toward the Raft, allowing about 
twenty yardsin length to gain one in depth; 
tfometir mea theey decline a little from this 
Pofture for mine lie almoft South-Weft and 
North-Eaft. They always fink to the Eaft 
more or lefs. There may therefore, for 
for ought we know, be Fire about the Cen 
ter of the Earth as well asany other Body 
if it can find < 1 Pabulum or Fewel there Fo 
maintain it. And why may it not? fince 
the Fires in thofe {ubterraneous Caverns of 
fi.tna f efur hus S trom boli, Hecla and other 
burt ning Mo uNntains or Piles nos, have found 
Wherewith to feed them for thoufands of 
years, 
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years, And as there are at fome, tho un- 
certain periods of time, violent Eruptions of 
Fire from the Craters of thofe Mountains, 
and mighty Streams of melted Materials 
poured forth from thence: fo why may not 
: this Central Fire in the Earth, (if any fuch4 
"ih there bé ) receiving accidentally extraordi- 
nary Supplies of convenient Fewel either 
from fom inflammable Matter within, or 
trom without, rend the thick exterior Cortex 
which imprifons it, or finding fome Vents 
and Iffues break forth and- overflow the 
whole Superficies of the Earth, and burmup 
all things. This is not impoflible, and we 
have feen fome Phevomena in nature which 
bid fair towards a Probability of it. For 
what fhould be the reafon of newStars ap. 
pearing and difappearing agains as that noted 
one in Caffopeza, which ac firft {hone with as 
preat aluftre as Venus, and then by degreés 
diminifhing, after fome-two years vanifh'd 
guite away? but that by great Supplies 
of combuftible matter the internal Fire 
duddenly increafing in quantity and force, 
cither found or made its way through the | 
Cracks or Vents of the macule which inclofed 
its; andin an inftant as it were overflowed 
the wholeSurface of the Star, whence pro- 
ceeded that illuftrious Light ; which after- 
wards again gradually decayed, its Supply 
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parts under the Equator, the Ground there- 
abot muft needs be extremely parch’d and 
endred apt for Inflammation. But for my 
: art home no fuch Decrement of Inclina 
tion. And the beft Mathematicians of our 
Age deny that there hath been any fince the 
eldeft Obfe rvations that are come down to 
us. Forthoindeed Ptolomy and Hipparchys 
do make it more than we find it by above 
vent y minut ef yer that Difference is not 
fo confidera ‘ble bute that ic may well be im. 
puted to ee Difference of Inftruments or 
Obfervations in point of Exactnefs. Sothat 
not having decreafed for eighteen hundred 
vears paft, there is not the leaft ground for 
Conjecture, that it will alter in eighteen 
hundred years to come, fhould the World 
laft fo long. And yet if there were fuch a 
Diminution, it would not conduce much ¢ fo 
far as I can fee ) tothe bringing on of a Con- 
flagration. bor tho the Earth would be ex- 
tremely dried, and perchance thereby ren. 
dr od ines inflam maple: ; yet the Air being 





by the fame Heat as much’ ra irified, would 
contain ai few nitrous Particles, and fo be 
inept to maintain the Fire, which, we fee, 


cannot live without them. It being much 
deaded by the Sun fhining upon it; at id burn- 
ing very remifly in Summer tine and hot 
Weather © For this reafon in Southern Coun- 
trics, 
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6 Of the Conflagration 


tries out of which chevy were eee And 
on the South Side, being near the Sea, it is 
Ikkely that the Wind; blowing for. the moft 


part from thence, hinders their excurfion 
thatway. ThisI ipeak by prefumption, be- 
caufeinour Countrey for atleaftthree quar 

ters of the year the Wind blows from the 
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AS tor any Defi ecation of the 96a, | hold 
j wham wa ~imnniskia 
tnat DY mere-natura! ( -aule S$ to be im poftible, 


unlefs we-could fuppe 0 i Tran{mutation of 
Principles or fimple Bodies, which for Rea- 
fons alledged ina former Difcourfe I cannot 
allow. Iwas then and am ftill of pinion, 
that God Almighty did at firft create acer- 


fain and determinate number of Principles, 
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8 Of the Conflagration 


{till remain, and will continue always, in de- 
{pight of all natural Agents, unlefs it pleafes 
the Omnipotent Creator to diffolveit. And 


theretore there can be no Deficcation of the 
S unlefs by turning all its Water into. Va- 
pour, and fufpending it inthe Air, vie ich to 


do what an immenfe and long-continuing 
1) 1. - 

Fire would be requ ifite ? to the maintenat 

Whereof all the mable Materials neat 


ry 1] \ ‘¢ 
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{ L~A » ca ~~ - cm “. < a | n+ - | les 
O far irom doing if, that it hat nnot mage 


So 


one flep towards it thefe four thoufand 
years, there being in alllikelyhood as great 
a quantity ot Waterinthe Ocean now as was 
immcdiately ifrer the Flood: and confe- 
quently there would probably remain a 
muc if, {h uld he World laft four thou 
land years longer. 

This Fixednefs and Intranimutability of 


r 


s the Univerfe from Diffolu- 
tion by the prevailing of one Element over 

ring it into its own Natures 
which otherwife it would be in continual 
nt a ‘of [t fecures likewife the perpe- 
tuity of all the Species in the World, many 
of which, if their Principles were tranfmu- 
table, might by fucha change be quite loft: 


And laftly bars the Production or Creation 
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cs gives mea iair Oppor- 
tunity OF making a fecond Digrefiion, to 
Difcourfe a little cone serning the Primeve 
Chaos, and Creation of the World 


aE }: 
mitive mt le B Odi 


a 6 - 
TA ae 


—_ 


| 
| 
| 
i 


ES Oe i 


~ 


_—-— — — a r ————— l—_ — ~-— - — 









ue 
“ } 
Be |i 
hy 


he Chaos 






















= a = 





ees 


A Digreffion concerning the Pri- 
mittye Chaos and Creation of 


the World 


3 
>, 


Hich y et | {ho: uld 1 not have 
sone tfiael $ aioe basil there. 
to requefted. The men- 
tion of thefe Princivles, 
I fay, gives mean oppor: 

tunity of making fuch a Digreffion, becaufe 

I take’ them to have been he Effeéts of rhe 

firfi t Cre iCLOn, {p oken of 10 the { firf} and (e- 

cond Verfes of Genefiss In the 
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Of the Chaos 

Water. And that this gathering together of 
Waters was not into any fubterrancous A- 
byfs, is likewife clear from the Text: For it 
is faid, that God called this Gollection of 
Waters Seas, asif it hadbeen on purpofe t 

prevent fuch a Miftake. So Pfalm 104. 6, 
Ic is faid of the Earth at the Creation, Zhox 
coveredjt zt with the deep aswith a garment 
the waters ftood above the mountains. And 
again Ver. 9. T bat they turn not L Again to cover 
the earth, 

The more folid and ponderous parts, tho 
they were of various Figures, and perhaps 
Magnitudes, were all called by the common 
mame ot Earth, and the fluid by the name of 
Water. ; 

This folid part of the Earth was made up 
of the Principles of many fimple Bodies; 
varioufly commix’d, and irregul. arly difperft 
one among anothers yet tha they feem to 
be thus diforderly mingled, re tho they had 
been uearctolly fhaken and fhuffled together, 
yct I dobelieve there was fom 1e Order ob- 
ferved by the.moft wife Creator in the Di- 
{pofition of them. 

The fluid part of this Globe (as ~ 


and asof its own nature it muft nec is do ) 
meycerc thefolid, till ir pleafed God to 0 fepa- 

e them, and by providing creat Recepta- 
cles for the Waters, to gather them together 
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“OF the Chaos 


prope Pittheam tumulus Trezeya fine 
Arduus arboribus , quondam planiffima 

campt 

Aréa 5 wukHC tnumolus: NAM ( res horr enda 

relatu ) ' 
Vis fera Suiierek. cecls tuclufa cavernis, 
Expirare aligqua Cupsens, luclatag que frujira 
Liberiore frui Ce. lo, cum carcere rima 
Nada fuit foto, HEC Perv a flatibus el[et, 
Extentam tumefeit humum, ceu Spirit 


or4¢s 
y fee J. > es te AAs ” F 4 j. ™ o. — 
LCHaACrE VEliCaAm folet, aul wb sass bicornis 
7 r “7 
s rT Anwdsee ‘4 A, « oO 
Lerga’ capri; tumor ille loc i permanfit & 

we 

asirz 
ff T/P a iP _ L 5 & {p . -3 pw / 4A F | rs (2 = '- . Ss oo 
CUMES HACE J pecéem, LONZODUE CHa uIT EVO. 

7 TF,// f., ye Mma ms hy . 

fi lkdili OF Pitthzan EEXZChH Mounrs un- 


.¢ Cc] } Loe ; 
. sli-vyiAg 4 Oo - las ; a ‘aie Da . 
I] QyrUan SHAAES, WiIith ONCE Was level 


4s Ou “sy 
i ay = f . ,T 37 Pa fT J } 
4 » f4savainh Se eT, AA is “a A AAs 
L’OF JUrIOWS VV T#GS ( affory to “0 admire ) 
> . ’ I); a ao oo fi li ; ” ° 
r EL Lz Di Aa i AVEr HS, LTag {#0 x TO ex pir f 5 


4 . 7 ; " 
L1nG Vain J apna 8 10 €u ay th° Extent 


: 
f) / , es Sia ; 
Uy 1reeYy Al the ne wani ing Vent, 
3 A: gh , LU a 
f “fj 5 u ; pf sallow ) id Rar l b CXT Pike a is 
A nn "3 rs soskg f + ) , ; 2 F 
Ai§ WHER With efi; 0 ¢ Breath we 5 ladd. rs 
b | 39) i 
MeV iis 
» 





- | a 
k's === SS 
— ————— = a 
- — —_ -_ 
fr 
a 
p 
' 
r 
; f 
: 
y and 
5 ') 
» -__ 
- — 
t 
—<d/ 
: J 
t CH : ~s 
\ ST “ 
* > 3- 
¥ ~ e~ 
—< 
i —— 
4 all “9 
c , 
: : 
. Pd ~ - ) 
‘ : ~ 
= Gs Lad 
: * ‘ae — > ane ; 
~ es e > - % 4 
_ = m& 3 
o . 7 - 
fe ~. a 
~ 
7 toe : 
C > - 
—_— . Pee —_ 
ee a — 
“ ~ : 
 . » S —_—! 
~ n eee, ~ cg 


7 oon 
> - at — 
-~ 
. 8 = =, 
: ~ SS : 
| “— ~ 
7 - “~~, ~ ~ . 
S&S es / a 
. ~~ . - 
~~ _ 
- ~, : 
" ~. “2 . 
om - 
Pa ~ 


—_—— ee ee 
= a = z= 
-* — ~< 
-_——+ = 
~ =< = 


“ 
co ~- a 
— 
——s dd 
- - 
‘ ; = 
- a mn 
— » —? 
“a 4 - = y 
4 £4 a ‘ 
; — 
at ~ = 
. r 
- -_ 
» -_ 
a — 
~—— ‘in 
et a 
= ~ -_ . 
- 4 - 
’ : 
een ™ — = 
oo - 
—~ — | e 
-_— + ~~ 
, ry 


A % Q “ 
“ 
~ ®. re 
~~ > — 
-- > 
~ : cad on 
" es 
ne, — F 
Pe, nee = 
| . < 
[~\ < : 
—— 7 
= —_ : ~ > 
-/ . QoQ 
- ia 
co ms 
a on — SS 
” 4 ~ 
> 4 
—_ - BP , 
= re 
‘ . | . 
P . . ~ o—/ 
4 
- — . oni 
. mm . . »*% 
—— - ~ 
— . o= 
\ be ~ 
, ond = 
» 
" » _ 
—_ 
7 s - 
--~< - 
> - : 
’ pa 
~~ . 
~ ? ’ 
« tJ) = 
- “ _ . e 


~ 
Nes = 
+4 =~ — 
— 
im Land "> 
in m~ 
—" -~ ——— 
—-—s 7 — 
4 
—) i _ 
C7. Ga 
A \) o 
YO .¢ p— 
a4 ~ 7 


Ee — = 
Aja + 
c ~~  Q 

-7 
¢ , — 
| 

—— 

te ee 
fr) > 
- 
os LJ 
— — 
ome — 
om. sa 
— . “4 
a 

: a | . 

— w— 
_ 4 
ce | : r > 
” lt 
7 ; 
~_-- 

_' : 
J = = 
~~ 
te i. a 

* . 
~ 
~ 

” =— 
se on! - 
. od 

— an pat 
ae eee | ™y, .? 


y= 


_ 


» 


f\ —— 
> ‘ 
> : 
> 1 
q) er: 
me - , #) 
; r— 
~ 
—) ~ 
—— 
- 
- 
_ rt 
, 
- - 
»* 
“ 
— 
= o~ 
—_" ~— 
> 
h~ 
. » 
~ 
—, == 
a 
—_ 
h.° . 
4 
a5 - 
’ ~~ 
“a 
_ 
: 
| - 
wn! 4 
- 
lan’ 
—— 
~ co 
'' aed 
nd ~~ 


—s 


: 
he 
: 


- 
a . 
~- 


pl ae 


mae. £ 


= aes +: “ 
fo OO ee a 
LJ S,, vw 

4 —™ . 

; — ro cad 
—< _ — 
ce = Oo 
iJ oo — Cc 

_ . 
—_ “ t = 
= —— aaa 

- ~ 

~ aad 
> — : 

- oo — 

,% 

i 
= s 
“~~ wen ne” 

~es ’ 
. -/ \ 
T™ a « -— -« 
= 4 —~ 
™ = 
. . —< 

_ e 
VS . >. 
~ — a ?-~ 

‘ ~~ — 

" . ~ 

— , - ~— oo 

4 = 

< an | 

= tt heel j 

~ : - 

- i- “— “£5 
=" =— ) 

4) —_ 

& SO 7 

~— — be ——w2 > 
a - 

. ~~ 2 

- : —_ el 

= - . — + a . 

2 = 
— - 
x 
. — 
~ 7 —~ i> 
. Si -4 q 
_ — -~<« - 
, 
— : = 
— : wet ~~ 
= ce 
- 7 r -* 
: > ’ 
a ‘ ~~ 
’ - . a 
= sad " my 
*. — 
a o —- 
Z —_ =: 

‘ ' 

. “ = 

— “4 > | =~ 

— NA . ‘¥ 

/ a) Cc) 

V . 

nA <= * ; 

- a » = 

—y aa ’ 

=") it Fe] eo 
. 


- "= 
“<= 

—~ 

ase 


ase e+ ee 
~~ - 
= = 
5% a ——t 
. a A 
Lu PO eel 
—_ : 
~~ at 
— 
— " ; 
‘ — > 
_ -~ .= 
. Ca =e 
cy 
os — — 
4 “s 
2 _—— 
7 -_ 
Ls 
> =~ duit 
= 
= _ 
— 
-< 
‘ ) 
~« 
. — 
~~ 4 = 
> - —" 
— 
~* —_ 
_ ? = 
— 
— 
a ~ = 
— on 
= ——t el 


en 
tnt J 
7. = - 
— ~ 
—~ 
ee 
| ~/ 
. A 
one 
ad — 
- — 
CS = 
- -. 
i) 
ai) oe 
~x os 
— - ’ 
‘_— ~¥ 
n~ 
os 


L. = 
GT wv 
= p 
ms ~ | 
2 ert 


— = — 
"eee, 
= eeeentiietiel -—— 
_ r — om 
=—— 
=~ >= 
' “sy 
Ay —_— 
‘ 
om oe 
~~ Q 
~ .? 
+ 
-—_— 
3 : 
, 
"i 
id 
7 
—~ 
-» 





‘—— ae 


" 156 : "OF t e Chaos 


ous Flafus or Wild-fire , Of quantity anid 
force fufficient to work fuch an effect, that is, 
that bears as great a proportion’ to the fu- 
perincumbent weight and bulk to be eleva. 
ted, as thofe under thefe fmaller Hills did 
to theirs 2 
But we cannot doubt this may : 
When we are well -affured that the sr 
hath been done. For the greateft and hig] 
e{t Ridge of Mountains in the World , hg 
Andes of Peru, have been for fome hundreds 
of Leagues in length violently fhaken, and 
many alterations made therein by an Earth- 
quake that happened in the year se men- 
| tioned by Kircher in his Arca Noe; from 
the Letters of the Jefuits. 
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You will fay, If the Mountains be thus 

heaved up by iahiectrast us F Ires the Earth 

| muft needs be hollow all under: oath them, 
and there mu{t be vaft Dens and Caverns 


’ | 


Giiperit throvuenout them. 
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158 Of the Chaos 
Water a preat way back; and the raifing up 
new Iflands in the middle of the Sea: ; as Delos 
of old, and Therafainthe Aigean in Seneca 
time, which was heaved up in the fight of 
many Mariners then rele it and look 
ing Of. 

Howbeit, I cannot pofitively affert the 
Mountains thus to have been raifed. But 
yet whether without means, or by whatfo. 
ever means it were, a Receptacle f or the Wa- 
ters was prepared, and the dry Land and 
Mountains elevated, fo as to caft off the 
Waters; on the third day, and which is 

[ wonderful, che Cavities made to receive the 
Waters,-and the whole terra firma, or dry 
Land with its Mountains were fo proportio- 
ned 6ne tothe other , as thatche one was 
as much-deprefled’ below the ne as the 
other was elevated above them. And, as if 
the one had been taken out of the other, 
The Sea with all its-Creeks, and Bays, and 
[n-léts, and other Appendants was made,and 
is very near equal to the whole dry Land 
with its Promontories and Mountains, if not 


_ 


~ 


n Superfic ges, yet in bulk or dimenfions 
though fomethink in both. Which equali- 
ty iS {till conftantly maintained, notwith- 
ftandine? all Inundations of Land, and Atte- 
rations of Sea; becaufe one of thefe doth al- 
ways nearly ballance the other, according to 
the Vulgar Proverb we have‘ before mens 
, tion d, 
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Sea is fo faddened and hardened by the 
weight of the incumbent Water, that the 
High. ways, beaten continually by Horfes and 
4! Carriages, are not more firm and {folid, 
But omitting this( which is only a conjecture) 
J fhall difcourfe a little more concerning the 
Equality of Sea and Land. 

{t hath been obferved by fome, That where 
there are high Cliffs or Downs along the 
Shore, there the Sea adjoining isdeep; and 
where there are low and level Grou st it is 
fhallow:the a of the Sea an{wering to the 
Elevation of the Earth above it: iy as the 
Earth trom the Shores is gradually higher 
| and higher, to the middle and parts moft re: 
mote from the Sea, as is evident by thede- 

{cents of the Rivers, they requiring a con- 

{tant declivity to carry them down 3 fo the 

; Sea likewife is propo ortionably deeper and 
deeper {rom the Shoresto the Middle. So that 

th 1¢ rifing of the Earth from the Shores to the 

Mid-land is an{werable to the defcent or de: 

clivity of the bottom of the Sea from the 

fame Shores to the Mid-Sea. This rifing of 
the Earth f om the Shores gradually to “the 
Midland, is 4a confiderable, that it is very 
kely the Altitude of the Earth in thofe 
Mid-land parts above the Superficies of the 
Sea, is greater than that of the Mountains 
above the level of the adjacent Lands. To 
the height of the Hillsabove the common 
Super- 
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and Creation. te 

Superficie: of the Earth do aniwer in Brere 

ood's Opinion the extraordinar y vepths 
Whirl-pools that are found if th cSea. de 
icending beneath che se@inay t bottoil af the 
oca, as the dis afcend above the ordinary 
C 1¢ Land. But this is but a conje 
cture of his, and to me it feems not very 
probable,becaufe it is not likely,there fhould 
be in the Sea ext xtraordinar ry Depths of that 
vat length and extenfion, as thofe huge 
Ridges o f Mour Intains that run almoft quite 


Sy OS Oo ee oS ey ee Sw 





Tr 
7 

- 
i! 
16 


through ti he C ontinents. And becaufe i have 
Obferved the Waters of Rivers that flow 
gently, but efpecially of the Sea to level th ; 
bottoms of their © 


—- 


lant cls and Receptac 

as may be feen in thofe parts of the § Sea 
whofe bottoms are unc overed at Low-wa 
ter ; andin Dry lands ¢] 
ferted by the Sea, as the Fens in the Ifle of 


j 


Ely, and the Craux in Provence in France, Sc. 
which appear to be a perfeét Level, as fa 
as one can ken. Though poffibly the mo 
tion of the Sea may not defcend down 
low as thofe Depths, and fo may not level 
the bottoms of them. 

Again, Itis confonant to the beft Obfer- 


ations of the height of the Earth and ICS 
’ 7 aul . qc ‘ ? P ~ T rs 
OVE Che oupersictes of the Sea 
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Geogr. p. 152- Ca&terum ex obfervata hatte- 
wnUS in P | ler (que loc “15 profu undttate Uced : iii de 


mip efium eft, eam fere équalem altitudini (ive 

—-_ J Ane “ / 4 - 

Cl evation 0 utium \S Locorum /I Viedaite rranedo- 
_ £ 

A “As : ic. 


rum fupra littora; nimirum quantum 

vantur (DF extaut Jupre littorum bhorizoxtem, 

tantum alvei maris infra eum dep rimuntur 5 

five. quantum affurgit terraa littoribus versus 
mediterranea loca, tantundem paulatim magis 

mags{que de prim: itur ufque ad medi¢ Oceanz fo- 

ca, ubi plerimn nque maxima eff profunditas. 

Thatis, From thea lep th of the Ocean , as far 

as hath been hitherto ob bferved in moft places, 

| it is manifefl, that th at [ profundity | 7s near 
equat to the altitude or elevation of the Medi- 

errancous places above the Shores ; that is to 

i as much as thefe are elevated, and ftand 

q up above the Horizon of the Swores 5 fe much 
are the Chanuels of the Seas de pre fled below 


a 


1r- 60K, as much as the Earth: rifeth ryrom the 


Ae 


Shores towards the Medit rr ancous plac C35 fo 
much is it by little and little more and more 
eprelled to the middle parts of the Ocean, 

where the greateft depth for the moft part is. 
And Brerewood in his Enquiries pertt- 
nently to our purpofe, fuppofeth the depth 
| e agreat deal more than the 
Jills above the common fur- 
face of the Earth. —‘ For that in making 
eftimation of the depth of the Sea, we are 
not 
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not to reckon and = only the | ft 
t the Hills above the common Saperficies 0! 

the Earth. but the advantage or heighe « 

a] the ary Land above the ay sperviczes -he 


Becaufe the whole Ma the 


JCa : 


that now areth above the W: aters, being 
taken, as it were, out of ch 1¢ place which 
the Waters now poflefs, mult be equal to 
the place out of which it was taken 5 and 
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confequently it feemeth, ts at the nage O1 


: , } 
elevation of the one thould anis ro th 
; ; ; ; a 
depth or defcending of the other. | And 
therefore, as Ifaid, in eltimating the deep 


nels of rae Sea, 
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Of the Chaos 
mid{t of the Sea; for the Sea which touching 
the upper face of it is known to be level by 
nature, and evenly diftant from the Center, 
is withal obferved to wax deeper and deeper 
the further one faileth from the Shore to- 
wards the Main ) Even fo in that part 
which is uncovered the courfings and ftream- 
ings of Rivers on all fides from the Mid-land 
parts towards the Sea ( whofe property we 
Know is to'flide from the higher to the 


fde lower) evidently declarefo much. * This Au- 


thor with Damafcen fuppofes , that the un- 
eyennels and irregularity, which is now feen 
inthe Superficies of the Earth, was caufed 
either by taking fome parts out of the upper 
face of the Earth in fundry places to make 
ic more hollow, & laying them in other places 
toimake it more convex:or elfe(which in effect 
is Equivalent to that) by raifing up fome, and 
depreffing others to make room and receipt 
tor the Sea :) that Muration being wrought 
by the Power of that Word, Let the Waters 
be gathered into one place that the dry land 
may appear. Yhis proportioning of the Ca- 
vitics appointed to receive the Seas, to the 
protuberancy of the dry Land. above the 
common Superficies of the Ocean, is to mea 
fufficienc Argument, to prove, that the pa- 
thering together of the Waters into one 
place, was a work of counfel and defign; 


and 
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Hills, its Promontories and Rocks , as rude 
and deformed as they appear, feems to me 
a very beautiful and pleafant object , and 
with ll that variety of Hills, and Valleys, 
and In equalitic S far more grateful to behold, 
than a perfectly level | Countrey Without any 

rifing or protuberancy » to terminate the 
fight : : Asany one that hath but feen’ the 
Ifle of Bly, or any the like Countrey mutt 
needs acknowledge. | Neither is: ic only 
more pl eal, ant to behold, but more commo:- 

dious for hi bitation, which is fo plain, that 
I need not ipend time to prove it. 

2A La and fo diftinguifhed into Mountains, 
Valleys and Plains is alfo moft convenient 
ior the entertainment of the various forts of 
Ani imals , which God hath. created , fome 
whereof delight in cold, fome in hot i fome 
moift and watery,, fome in dry and | upland 
places , and fome of them could. neither 
find nor gather thei proper food in diffe 
rent Regions. Some Beafts and Birds we 
find live upon the higheft tops of the Alps, 
and that all the Winter too, while they are 
conftantly. covered with Snow. as the Jbex, 

and R upicapra Or Chamois among Quadru- 
peds, and Lag. pus among Biras, 

3. The Mou untal ns are ‘moft props c for the 
putting forth of Plants; tte ng the greateft 
Variety , ana i the mott | luxuriant for rt Ol i Ve- 

tables 
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I have been more than once refrethed by 
their Milk and Milk-Meats. Nay there are 
but very few, and thofe of the higheft Sum- 
mits of the A/ps that keep Snow all Sum. 
mer: and I was told by the Inhabitants, that 
One time or other, in feven or cight years 
{pace, for the moft part there came a Sum. 
mer that melted all the Snow that lay on 
them too. 

6. Anorher great ufe and neeeflity of 
Mountains and Hills is for the Generation 
and Maintenance of Rivers and Fountains, 
which (in our fLypothefis, that all proceed 
from Rain-Water ) could not be without 
them, or but rarely. So we fhould have 
only Torrents, which would fail in Summer 
time, or any dry Seafon, and nothing to 
tru{t to, but {tagnating Water referved in 
Pools and Cifterns. Which how great an 
Inconvenience it would be, I need not take 
pains to fhew. I fay that Fountains and 
Rivers would be bur rare were there no 
Mountains. For upon ferious confideration 
[ find that I was too hafty in * concluding, 
becaufe I had obferved no Fountains (pring, 
ing up in Plains, therefore there were, or 
could be abfolutely none; anddo now grant 
that there is reafon to believe the’ Relations 
made of fuch. For the whole dry Land be. 
ing but one continued Mountain, and afcend 
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tion, and thofe other mutations they have 
been fincé obhoxious to, by oe quakes, 


? d 


Eruptions O! Vulcano s, fol indering a 
| ing in of their Props and Foundations, and 
by time and weathe r COO, by which not on- 
1} ly the Earth is wafhed away, or blown off 
4 from the Stones, bue the very Stones and 
ab Tee i Rock S then ilelves corroded and diffolved, as 
BPS might eafily be proved by Inftances, could I 
i {pare time to-do it. 
ae ; I fhou! aennecel. deer wa) (el Simbel 
yt) : fhould pi ceca now to ay if MCtCuinyp 
iF concerning the re{ft of the Works of the 
| Creation, but that would be too great a 
, Task, and {well this Di srefilo hn into 1 Vo- 


> ¥ : 
| ' {} | va hay ave { . . AL 
) ‘fl lum . Pthall only add, that tome it feems, 
Ml | : 
J 


¥* : =a . ? : "' ary 1 - “or ~ 4! 7 
y Thart : AimMgnty Creator did not only at 
= e/ ad 
po me Sed 1. *,? . dels Pies: + 
firfi make the Various rrine ciples ot all {11 mpi ié 


inanimate Bodies. and {catcered them 


but alfo the Seminal Principles of Animate 
Ones ‘too, and difperft them alfo all over 
the Earth and Water, and of thefe were the 
firft Plants and Animals created By the Vir- 
tue of his Omnipotent Words and after all 
re {| here remained no more 

in thofe riements to produce any 
s. but all fince them owe thet 
their Original to Generation, God having 
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piven each Specses power to procreate theil 
like. 
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2». AY t the Second Queftion, Whether 
(hall this Diffolution be brought a 

| 70%.) 1 seal) a ete > 

bout and effected by natural or by extraor- 


dinary means ana initruments, and what 


} " oe te e -_ 1. 
tnoie Vi ms ana Initruments (Hall pe: ; 
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aniwer in brie! that the Initrumenta! H f- 
ficient of this Diffolution fhall be natural. 
For it is clear both by Scripture and Tradi- 
tion, and agreed on ali Hands. that it fhall 
be that Catholick Diltolvent, Fzre. Now to 
the beine and mainrenance ot Fire there are 
four things requifite. 1. The active Prin- 
ciple or “ther. (2: Azr, or a nitrous Fa. 
bulun received trom 1¢: Thete tWO being 
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of the Earth, can no where be wanting 
4. The Accenfion and the fudden and equal 
Diffufion of this Fire all the World over 
And this muft be the Work of God, extraor. 
dinary and miraculous. 

Such a Diffolution of the World might 
indeed be effected by that natural Accident 
mentioned in the Anf{wer to the precedent | 
Queftion, viz. The Eruption of the Central 
Fire. But becaufe it is doubtful, -whether 
there be any fuch Fire in the middle of the 
Earth or no: and if there ever were, it i 
hard to give an account, how it. could be 
maintained | in that infernal Dungeon for want | 

f Air and Fewel. And becaufe, if it fhould j 
botak forth in the Confiftency of a thin | 
Flame, it. would in all likelyhood f{peed: ily 
like Lightening mount up to Heaven, and 
quite vanith away 3 unlefs we could fuppofe 
Floods, nay. Seas of melted Materials, or 
liquid Fire; enough to overflow the whole 
Earth, to be poured forth of thofe Caverns, 
For thefe ReafonsI reject that Opinion, and 
do rather think that the Conflagration thail 
be effected by a Superficial Fire. “Tho I mutt 
confefs we read in Zacitus, Annal. 13. at the 

end, of a fort of Fire that was not fo a 
to difpert fe and vanifh. .“— The City of 
the Jhoniaus in Germany (faith he ) conte. 
derate with us was afflitted witha fudden 
Difafter : 
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Of the Diffolugion 


CHAP. VIL. 


The Third Oueftion Anfwered. Whether fhall 
this Diffolution be Gradual and Succefive, 
or Momentaneous and Sudden? 


3. HE Third Queftion is, Whether 
_ ‘(ball this Diffolution be gradual and 
fucceffive, or momentaneous and fudden > 
Ll anfwer, The Scripture refolves for the 
latter, Zhe day of the Lord |hall come as a 
thief in the night : a Similitude we have 
often repeated in Scripture, as in the tenth 
Verle of this Chapter, in 1 Zheffal. 15.2. 
Revel. 3,3. and 16.15. And the Refur. 
rection and Change of Things, “it is faid 
fhall be iz a4 moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye: ICor. 15.52. Confonant whereto 
both the Epicureans and Stoicks held their 
Diffolutions of the World fhould be fudden 
and brief, as Lucretius and Seneca in the 
places forementioned tell us. And it is 
fuitable to the nature of Fire to makea quick 
difpatch of things, fuddenly to confume and 
deftroy. 


And 
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176 Of the Diffolution 
to the future, it will in all likelyhood fo 
continue two thoufand years more, if it be 
fo long.to the Day of Doom; and confe- 
quently that day (asthe Scripture predicts ) 
will {uddenly and unexpectedly come upon 
the World. But if all thefe Prophecies (as 
Dr. Hammond affirms) be to be reftrained 
only to the Deftruction of Ferufalem, and 
jewifo Polity, without any further re- 
pect tothe end of the World; then indeed 
fram thence we can make no Inferences 
or Deductions in reference to that final 
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OF the Diffolution 
Nature : bucthat the World continues {till 
as firm and f{taunch as it wasthree thoufand 
rae aso; and why hereafter it fhould 
{ound er and decay mee than it hath done 
for fo many Ages heretofore, what er 
can be given? I[t is not therciore likely 
"Ny there fhould be any natural Signs of the 
Diffolution of the World; and confe quent] ly 


NJ 
Oa 


2 


5 thar it fhall be effected by natura é Means. 
ed 2. Thereare arbitrary Signs, as a Garland 
C hung out is a Sign of Wine to be fold. Now 
io if the Diffolution of the World be effected 
ie by fi upernatural and extraordinary means (as 
hw ismoft likely ) the Signs of it muft be arbi- 
ii trarious. For tho they may be natural Ef. 


ie and Productions, yet would they not 

gnifie the Deftructio ef the World, if they 
W ata not ordered by providence to happen 
at that time, and predicted as Forerunners of 
its with which otherwife they have no na- 
tural Connexions Such Signs are Marth. 24. 
The Sun being darkened, and the Moon not 
giving her Light, and the Stars falling from 
Heaven, and the Sh iking of the Powers of 
Heaven. The fe and many other Signs of his 
coming.we find mentior ned in Scripture : but 
whiat the meaning of thefe Ex prcfiions may 
be, is not foclear: For tho fome of them 
may be taken in a Literal Senfe, x it is 
manifeftthac others cannot. The Sun may 
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security, as by fuch ftupendious Pro- 
digies not to be rowfed and awakened to 
an exp phd on of fome difmal and tremen 
dous E ven How could he fing a Reguiem 
is Soaks and fay Peace and Safety , when 
the World fo manife ny threatens Ruin a- 
bouchis Ears? For thereconcilin g of thefe 
Exprefiions to this fudden coming of our 
Saviour to Judgment, it were moft conve- 
nient to rise en in the Figurative and 
Metaphorical Sen For if we underftand 
them of the Ruins and Devaltagons of Cie 
ties and Countries, the Changes of Govern. 
ments, the Subverfions pe Kingdoms Ss and 
Commonwealths, the Falls and Depot ings 
Princes, Nobles, and Great Men 5 thefe 
appening more or lefs in every Age, tho 
the f 1 a and inquifitive Chriftian, who 
fearches and underftands the Scriptures, may 
difcern them to be the Signs of the W orld’s 
Cataftrophe; yet the carelefs and inconfide 
rate, the vicious and voluptuous are not like 
to be ar all ftartled or moved atthem, but 
may notwith{tanding, looking upon the m as 
ordinary and it infignficant Accidents, Dormire 
ia utramque aurem, flecp fecurely till the laf 
Trump awaken them. Or it may be an- 
{wered, that thefe Prophecies do belong to 
the Deftruction of Ferufalem only y, and fo we 


are not concerned toanfwer this s Objection. 
CHAP. 
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192 Of the Diffolution 
the World doth not decay , therefore the 
time of itsDiffolution cannot be known. 
But yet notwithftanding this, many have 


ventured to fore-tell the time of the end of 

the World , of whom fome are already con- 

tuted, the term prefixt being paft, and the 

World ftill ftanding. Laéfantius in his time 

faid, Infticut. lib. 7. c. 15. Omuis expectatio 

non amplius quam ducentorum videtur annorum, 

The longeft expectation extends not further than 

two hundred years. ‘The continuance of the 

World more than a thoufand years fince con- 

vinces him of a grofs Miftake. Paulus Greb- 

nwerus a high Pretender to a Spirit of Pro- 

phefic, fets it ‘in the year 1613. induced 

thereto by a fond conceit of the Numeral 

Letters in the Latin Word Fudicium. Other 
Enthufiaftical perfons of our own Countrey 

/ have placed it in the ‘years 1646. and 1656. 
The event fhews how ungroundedly and er- 

roneoufly. Others there are , whofe term is 
not yet expired, and fo they remain ftill to 

Dz Mou-be confuted. As thofe who conceit that the 
‘ end of the World fhall be when the Pole-Star 
{hall come to touch the Pole of the Equator, 
which (fay they.) ever fince the time of - 
£itpparchus hath approached nearer and | 
nearer to it. That ic doth fo | am not 
fatisfied : but if it doth, it is merely acci- 
dental, and hath no connexion with the end 
of 
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ion, and which hath found moit Patron 
nd Followers even amoneit the Learned 
anc > is that ot the Worlds duration 
ir iix thouland years. For the (trengthe 
19 of which Conceit they tell us, that as 
‘he World was created in fix days, and then 
followed the Sabbath , fo fhall it remain fix 
thoufand years, and then fhall tucceed the 
Eternal Sabbath. Heb. 4.9. A MAGE, 
. rw ; : . J : 
ri0 x C L£WEiC Fe Lins fTore 

] ; 

j Saz TH Ti fwe peop OT UGA Here 
we fee that the Apoftle inftitutes a compa. 
riion between the heavenly re{t and the 
Sabbath. Therefore as God reited upon the 
feyventh dav. fo fhall ail che World of th 
Godly refi er the fix thoufandth year. / 

, Li f 7 réif c€aieryv |ro7r 
ali bis nd trom his, Ot this 
C) | ly | ic An | it | cr 
is T {| J before, srounding themielves up- 
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fand vears of the Worlds duration , and the 
srernal reft-s For faith Jreveus lib. 5.¢ ip. ult. 
Hoc autem (that is, the Hiftory of the fix 
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Of the Diffolution 

the Seri ptures reck oning days of one thou- 
{and ye a long, as in verfe 8. of thisC hap- 
ter, ana | in Pfal. 9c ). 4. This is likewife lL ré- 
ceived Tradition of the Fewi/b Rabbins . 

giftred in the Talmud, in the Treatife She 
ait oi delivered (as they pretend) by the 
Prophet £izas the Tifpbite to the Son of 
the Woman ot Savepta, whom he raifed from 
the dead, and by him handed down to 


Potterity. T rather think with Reuterus , 

* s - : ry a, 7 
(nat the A Luthor or iC was Bs Rabdéz of 
that name. Ihe Trad lition is, Sex millig 


akxnorum erit mui ndus . CS URO MLLER aArIa Wa- 


et on a 7 A LP Ses a 5 she ane t Fa ‘nce 
ftatio\.¢. Sabbathum Dei: Duo millia inaue- 


1 nario ] >A ‘y willie As VM ollie o£ 

L/HO Mlilia Lex : [ Homiuuiita dies lvl {/la Ti 0 
ywlav mArds coun PP i 

LH0u| and years vacuity: Twe thoulazd years 


of the Law: Two tho. Af and years the days of 
the Mefiah. But they fhoot far wide: For 


according to the leaft account , there pafled 
a far greater number of years before the 
Law was given, 2513. faith Reuterus , and 
On the contrary lefs time from the Law to 
the Exhibition of the Meffiah. All thefe 
Proofs laid together do fcarce fuffice to make 
upa | srobability. Neither do thofe Rabbinical 
Col flestions fromthe fix Letters in m= 10R72 
the firft word of Genefs , or from the fix 
Alephs inthe firft Verfe of that Book, each 
fignifying a thoufand years or from the fix 
firft Patriarchs in the order of the Genea- 
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ment was at hand, appears from 2 Theff.2.2; 
I befeech ) you, Brethren, that ye be not foon 
fhaken in ‘mind, or be troubled, neither 3 y Spi- 
rit, nor by word, nor by let ter, as from us, a 
that the day of Chrif? is at hand. We feethe 
Apoftle labours to rectific, and for the fu- 
ture to prevent this Miftake: fo likewife the 

Apoftle Peter in the 8th and oth Verfes of 
this Chapter. And yet this Opinion had 
taken fuch deep root inthem, that it was 
not eafie to be extirpated, but continued for 
fome Ages inthe Church. Indeed there are 
fo many places in the New Teftament which 
{peak of the coming of Chriftas very near, 
that if we fhould have lived in their time, 
and underftood them all as they ‘did, of his 
coming to judge the World, we could hard- 
ly have avoided being of the fame Opinion. 
rai if we apply them (as Dr. Hammond 

doth) to his coming to take vengeance on his 
enemies, then they do not hinder , but that 
the Day of Judom ent, I mean.the general 
Judgment, 1 may be far enough of. Sol 
leave this Quefti on unre folved , concluding 
that when that day will come God only 
Knows, 
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term. So Beza upon 2Pet. 3. 6. VZantuu 
afcendet ille ignis quantum aqua altior fapra 
omnes montes. ‘That fire {hall afcend as h bigh 
as the Waters flood above the Mountains. This 
paffage I do not find in the laft Edition of 
his Notes. The orgagary Giofs alfo ri 
thefe words, 2 Thefl. 1.2. In flaming frre 
rendring VERCCANCE, faith, Chriftum venturum 
pracedet ignis in mundo, qui tantum afcendet 
quantum aqua in diluvio. There fhall a fire 
go » Lefore Chrift when he comes, which {hall reach 
as high b as did the Water in the Delug . And 
S. Auguftine. De Civit. Dei lib. 20. cap. 18, 
Petrus etiam commemorans facts ‘ms ante dilu 
Vium, Vidett HY a admor Ls aiffe 9 uodammod , bea 
tenus in fine hajws feculi iftum m ioseldale peri- 
turum effe credamus. Peter alfo meu roning 
the Ancient Deluge, feemsin a manner to have 
advifed us how far at the confum mation of 


time, we are to believe this ‘World fhall 


AP) 
Derzip. 
i 


Bat this Argument is of no force, becaufe 
it is not the Apoftles defign in that place to 
defcribe the limits of the Conflagr ration, but 

only agatr ft Scoffers , to fhew , that the 
W it Id fhould one day perifh by Fire, as it 
nad of old been defi roy ed by W ater. 

. The fecond re ai is, becaufe the Hea: 
venly Bodies are not fubject to pafiion, -al- 
teraction or corruption, They can con- 


tract 
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fuch Phrafes as {eem rather to intimate , that 
it fhall come to pafs by a recy cy and 
decay, than be ef — by any den and 
violent means. Pfal. 102. 25, 06 They all 
fhall wax old as do , a garment, Xc. T hou; gh 


‘I confefs nothing of Certainty can be gathe- 


red from fuch expreffions ; for we find the 
fame ufed concerning the Earth, Ifa. 51. 6. 
Lhe Heavens fhall vanifhb away like {moke, 
and the Bart eh all wax old as doth. a garment. 
The heavenly Bodies are none of them un- 
cor ripe: ane erernal; but may in like man- 
ner r the Earth be confumed and deftroyed, 
at what times and by what means, whe chee 
Fire or fome other Element, the Amighty 
hath decreed, and ordered. | 
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contain until the time of the reftitution of all 
things. Speaking of our Saviour: and ¢ Th 
slwveoix or Regeneration of the World, the 
very Word the Stoicks and Pythagoreans ufe 
in this cafe, Matth. 19. 28,29. Verily, I fay 
unto yor, That ye which have followed me, 
in the regeneration, when the Son of man fall 
fit on the Throne of his glory, ye alfo fhall fit 
upon twelve Thrones, &c. Plal.102.26. As 
avefture fhait thou change them, and they 
foall be changed. Which words are again 
taken up and repeated, Heb. 1.12. Nowit 
is one thing to be changed, another to be 
annihilated ‘and deftroyed. I Cor. 7.31. me 
er m giug t yooue Tete. The fafbion 
of this World palfeth away. As if he had 
faid, It thall be transfigured, or its outward 
form changed, not its matter or fub{tance 
deftroyed. Ifa. 65.17. Behold I create new 
Fleavens and a new Earth, and the former 
fhall not be remembred, nor come into mind. 
Ifa. 66. 22. As the new Heavens and new 
Earth , which I fh all make, {hall remain be- 
fore me. To which places the Apoltle Peter 
fcems to refer in thofe words , 2 Pet. 3. 13. 


Neverthele{s we, accordt ng to his promzfe, look 
Wg new Heavens, and a new Earth , wherein 
dwelleth righteoufn efs. This tek Heaven 
and new Earth we have alfo mentioned, Rev. 
21.5. And J faw a new Heaven ania new 
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That the Perfian Magi had the fame Tia- 
dition: and Berofws faith that the Chaldeans 
alfo. In fine, among all the Barbarous Na- 





























1) 9, th tions, who had among them any Perfon or 
th Sect, and Order of Men, noted for Wit. 
A dom or Philofophy this Tradition was cur- 
4 | rent. The Reader may confult the Book we 
ui IB reierto, where is'a notable Paflage taken 
1 «| q out of P/utarch’s Trattate, De Ihde & Oftride, 
Le concerning a War between Oromazes and 
fh iH Arimaniws, fomewhat parallel to that men- 
hi tioned in the Revelation between Michael 

| We and the Dragon. 
ih fd 3. The Reftitution of the World feems 
Aap more confonant to Reafon than its Aboli- 
: it tion. For it the World were to be annihi- 
| lated, what needed a Conflagration? Fire 
doth not deftroy or bring things to nothing, 
rai but only feparate their parts: The World 


cannot be abolifhed by it, and therefore had 
il bs better been annihilated without it. Where- 
a fore the Scripture mentioning no other Dif 
| folution ‘than is to be effected by the Inftru: 

mentality of Fire, its clear, we are not to 
nl underftand any utter Abolition or Annihila- 
tion of the World, but only a Mutation and 
| Renovation, by thofe Phrafes of perifping, 
Mik pafing away, diffolving, being no more, &c. 
HMR They are to be no more in that ftate and 

condition they are now in. 

. 2. Lhere 
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glorious and magnifick Produéts of the 
Creator's Almighty Power: and are too par: 
tial to themfelves,to think the whole World 
was created for no other end but to be fervice- 
able to Mankind: but of this I have faid fome- 
what ina former Difcourfe, and therefore 
{hall not at prefent enlarge upon it. 

But let us hear what they have to fay for 
the Abolition, 

Their firft and moft weighty Argument is 


taken from the End of the World’s Crearion, 


Which was partly and chiefly the Glory of 
the Creator, and partly the ule of Man, the 
Lord Deputy, asit were, or Viceroy thereof, 
Now forthe Glory of the Creator, it being by 
the admirable Frame of the World manifeft. 
ed unto Man, Man being removed outof the 
World, and no Creature being capable of 
fuch a: Manifeftation befides him, wecannot 
imagine to what purpofe the Frame it felf 
fhould be left, and reftored to a more per: 
fect Eftate. The ether End, being for Man's 
O/e, either to fupply his Neceffity in matter 
of Diet, of Phyfick, of Building, of Ap- 
parrel ; or forhis InftruGtion, Direction, Re- 
creation, Comfort and Delight ; or laftly, 
that therein, as in a Looking-Glafs he might 
contemplate the Wifdom, the Goodnefs 
and Power of God: when he fhall attain that 
Blefied Eftate, as he fhall have no — 

UIC 






any of thefe, ensoyine ig perfect Hap- 
els and leein rs God as he 1S, tace to facc, 

1e fecond or citesn dinate End of the Worlds 
Being muft needs be he likewife frufttate. And 
vat other End cah be given or conceived 

for the tethaining or reftoring thereof? Oc. 
lo this I anfwer, there may be an end of 
the reftoring of the VVorld, tho We are not 

able to fitid out or determine Ww hat. VV 
are too fhort fighted to penetrate the Ends 
of God. Thi re may be a new Raceé of ratio 
nal Animals broug tht forth to a& their parts 
upon this Stage, w vhieh may pive the Crea 
tor as much Glory as Man ever didor could 
And ‘yet if tie! {hould be no Material 
and vifible rational Creature made to inhe 
bit the Earth, there are fpiritual and inrel 
lectual Béings, which may be as bufie, and 
as m o delig tie in Lape out and con- 

templating the VVorks of God in this 

Fatth, Vath rendring him the Praile of his 
VVifdom and Power as Man could be. Thefe 
things we may conjecture 5 but we muft 
leave it to the only wile God to determine 
what ufefhall be made of it. It feems tome 
to be too great prefumption, and over-valuing 
our felves to think that all this VVorld was 
fo made for us, astohave noo thet it 
Creation $ orthat God cou! ld nor b slorified 
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This firft and principal Argument being 
anfwered, the fecond admits of an eafie So 
lution. They enquire . whether the Vege 
tables and Creatures endued with Senfe thal 
all be reftored, or fome only > namely fuch 
as fhall be found in being at the Day of 
Judgment. If all, where fhall we fing 
Stowage for them? Surely we may in this 
cafe properly.apply that which the E vangelift 
in another uleth figuratively, if they fhould 
all be reftored, even the VVorld it felf could 
not contain the things which fhould be ee. 
fiored.. If fome only, then would J gladly 
know, why thofe fome fhould be vouchfafed 
this great Honour, and notall, or how thofe 
Creatures without a Miracle fhall be te 
{train’d,. from propagating and multiplying, 
and that infinitely in their kinds by a perpe 
tual Generation. Or, laftly, How the feve. 
ral Individuals of thefe kinds, {hall contrary 
to their primitive natures, live and dure 
Immortality 2 

To all this I anfwer, That not only all 
Animals, bur all Vegetables too, yea and 
their Seeds alfo, will doubtlefs-be morti- 
fied and deftroyed by the violence of the 
Conflagration ; but that the fame fhould 
be reftored, and endued_ with eternal life, | 
Know no reafon we have to believes but ra- 
ther that there fhall benew ones Ppanes 

either 





either of the fame with the former, or of 


different kinds, at the will, and by the power 
of the A mighty Creator, and for thofe 
Ends and Ufesfor which he fhall defign them. 
This -Queftion being anfwered in this man- 
ner, all that follow concerning the Earth 
pemnaiing without any Furniture or Inha- 
bitants, (Se. tal ls te >the Ground. Solhave 


difpatch’d thefe feven Queftions concerning 


Spaitition of the World |, there remains 
now only the Inference or Ufe of the pre 
cedent DoCtrine. 
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CHAP. XII, 


The Apoftles Inference from the precedent 
Doétrine. 


Come now to the Jufereuce the Apoltls 
@ makes from the precedent Doctrine, 
What manner of perfons ought we to be in al 
holy converfation and godlinefs ¢ One word 
here needs a little explication , and that is 
bely ; What is meant by a /o/y converfation. 

Holinefs is an Equivocal Term, It is at- 
tributed either to God, or tothe Creature, 
When it is attributed toGod, it fignifies 
either, 

1. The unfpotted Purity of his Nature, 
and the conftant and immutable rectitude 
of his Will. Soitistaken 1 John 3. 3. And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himfeif as he is pure: andi Pet.1.15. AS 
he which called you is holy, fo be ye holy in 
all manner of converfation: Becaufeit # writ- 
ten, be ye holy for Tam holy. Pfal. 145. 17: 
The Lord és righteows in all his ways,and holy 
in all bis works, 

2. His 
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things, and times, and places, and Ceremo. 
nies feparated and appropriated to his Ser- 
vice and Worfhip, are by all Nations efteem. 
ed Sacred, and to have a Character of Holi 
nefs imprinted on them. 

By Holinefs in this place, 1s to be under: 
ftood an inherent Holinefs, which is well de- 


‘- Sacrif. fined by Dr.Outram, A Conformity of heart 
-I-C I ond life to the Will of God. I fhall not dif 


courfe'at large concerning a holy Converfa 
tion, nor inftance particulars wherein it con. 
fifts. That would be to write a Body of 
Practical Divinity: I fhall therefore at pre- 
fent fuppofe the Reader fufficiently inftru- 
&ted in that. My bufinefs fhall be to thew 
the ftrength of the Apoftles Inference. 

It may be faid , How doth this Diflols. 
tion concern us, who may perchance be 
dead and rotten a thoufand years before tt 
comes ? What have we to do with it? 

Ianfwer, It concernsus, 1.Becaufe its 
poffible it may happen in our times 5 it may 
{urprife us before weare aware. The pre. 
cife time thércof is uncertain. And it hall 
be fudden and unexpected , ‘coming as a 
Thief in the night, as we have before 
fliewn ; therefore we ought always to be 
upon our guard, to have our loins girt about, 
and our lights burning. This ufe the Sert 
pture in many placés makes of the uncer 
tainty 
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tainty of the time of Cnriits coming. Luke 


i2. 40. Re ve frere r re reddy : Tt ‘ . 01 
/ 749 "“14vipy L 4 4 L, Jia yf Py 7 y 7 f /) 
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L uke of BS 34) 35 And [ 1ke he d i ) your’ e De ¥ 
lelt at any time your ne rts De Ov ercbarged with 
furferting woe dru kenne{s and cares. of this 
life, and fo that day come upon you unawares, 
For asa lnare {hall it come on ali tl 
dwell onthe whole Earth. Parallel whereto 
are Matth. 24. 42. and Mark 13.22, 
That it fhall come is certain, when it dha 
come is uncertain, and it every day draws 


Ci THa 
b t/t 


35. 


nearer and nearer. therefore it is not Wildom 
to remove the evil day far from us: andas 
in ret ate ere nce to the day ot death ; it 1S an 
ufual and prudent advice , fo to live every 
day, as if it were our laft day; or ac leaft, 
as we would not be afraid todo fhould it be 
fo: bécaufe we are fure, that one day will 
be our laft , and for ought we kn@w the 
prefent may be it: fo likewife is 4 rational 
counfel in refpeé& of the End of the World, 
{o to prepare our felyes for it by a holy 
converfation , that we may get above the 
terror and dread which will otherwife ar- 

tend the apprehenfion of of the approach of 
it : and that we may be provided againft 
the worft that may follow; and 1 be -fecure 
come what can come 
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out which no man fhall fee the Lord. Rom. 
6.22. Elave your fruit unto holine(s , and the 
exd eternal life. Pfal. 50. ult. To him that 
erdereth his comverfation aright, will I fhew 
the falvai of God. gel * is the gilt 
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not more antipathy between fire and water, 
between light and darknefs, between ftreight 
and crooked, neither are they more incom- 
patible, or do more naturally refift and ex- 
pel one another , than holinefs which is the 
quality of Heaven , and wickednefs which is 
the difpofition and temper of Hell. Some 
do think Heaven to be rather a ftate , thana 
place ; and that he that is partaker of the Di- 
vine Nature hath Heaven within him. This 
is true, but this is notall. The whole notion 
of Heaven comprehends both a ftate and a 
place. A man muft bein 4 heavenly ftate, 
before the local Heaven can receive him, or 
he brook it. Heaven without him would 
be no Heaven to the man who hath not Hea 
ven within him. A wicked perfon could 
find no bufinefs or employment in Heaven ; 
nothing to fatisfie his corrupt and depraved 
affections,, inclinations, and appetites. He 
would there meet with no fuitable company ; 
no perfons whofe converfation he could take 
any delight and complacency in , but rather 
hate and abhor. For what fellowfhip hath 
righteoufne/s with anrighteoufnefs 2 or what 
communion hath light with darknefs ? 2Cor. 
6.14. Like naturally loves like, and unites 
with it , and doth refufe, refit, and hate 
that which is unlike it. For every thing is 
made to love it felf; and confequently every 

thing 


refembles and comes near it, and 
$ it were areplication of it; and to hate 
the contrary. As therefore we would 
a to be Partakers of the bleflednefs of 
the local Heaven, folet us endeavour to get 
r Minds and Spirits the qualities and 
conditions ot Heaven ; that fo we may be 
fit Suby >&ts for that Kingdom, fit companions 
i This is the time allotted 
Le; ves from ai l Alt hine/s both 
and t fo perfed holine{s in 
There is no invention in 
the grave whither we are going, Ecelef'g9. to. 
O pon As the 
tree falls fo it lies: and as Death leaves, fo 
will Judgment find us. 
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Sentence of Condemnation to an eternal 
fell ac the Day of Judgment, will be little 
e{s afflictive than the Torments thereof 
hemfelves.,. I might add by way of Di 

itt | Sin and WickednefS is natu- 
' productive of Hell in tl 
wicked Man carries Hell] j 
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that knew them, and they not able to make 
any denyal, SE SKC This, I fay, if any 
thing, would be a powerful Curb to with- 
hold them from, thofe Enormities to which 
this fhame is appendant. It may be thou 
madeft a great Figure in the World for Piety 
and Religiori, wouldft feem to be fome Body 


in the Eyes of Men, when thou wert falfe 
and unfound, didft harbour and nourifh fome 


Viper in thy Bofom, 
lutrorfum turpis, [pectofa pelle decorus: 


When thy fecret Faults fhall be expofed be- 
fore thy Neighbours, and Fuchds* and 
Children, And the fhame of thy eapcene]s 
frall be made 1 0 appear, Revel, 3: 18. How 
t thou then be confounded, and iti. 
ed, and unable to lift up thy Head? What 
Norrour wil! then Aeize thee, When thy con- 
ufion fb all be con ‘ally before thee, and the 


By fy, of thy fat {ball cover et Pfalm 
44.15. It concerns thee therefore to look 


Dout thee in time, and fearch thy Confci- 
ence to the Bottom, to remove whatever 
rates, to caft out whatever offends, tho 
ver fo cuftomary, never fo pleafing to 
fh and Blood: to apply th 1y felt to the 
rits and Satisfaction of Chri/ff Fefus [Or 
thc Expiation of what is patt ; and for the 

future 
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ment of whatfoever hath heretofore been a- 


mifs in thee; and to beg the afliftance of the 


Divine Grace ro {trengthen in thee every 


900d | purpofc (« and refolution of heart . and 
offe eS a 


to enabl le thee to bring it to iiiue an : 
And for thy fecuri ty; ith cnk it good advice, 
in thy retirc- 


CO re{ol ve ioto be ‘have th Ly fe] | 
> Cham- 


ments, fo to live in the fecret .of thy 
ber and Clofer, as though the 
thrown open upon thee, and all the 
the World beheld thee ; as though thou 
were’r in the Areva of a publick Theatre 

pofed to the view ©! Men and pine - 
reme! he Ingenious Writer of Politick 


Difcourfes Boccalini, doth often divert him- 
facetious Reflecti- 


felf and his Reader with 

ons upon the contri ‘vance of a Window into 
the Breaft ; which, if I miftake nor, he fa- 
thers upon Lipfius. However he may deride 
it, I think ic would be pruc lent countel to 
give and take, for every © shriftian. So to 
> fe cret o} ‘his heart,as if 
ito his Breaft, that 


might look in 


live and carry it in the 
lére WEIC a Window 1 
every one that pafled By 


Cnercat, and {ee all the choughts an | imafvi- 


nations chat pafled , that found any en- 


tertainment i acc aby with him. For 


though indeed God are ; the hearts and 
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at the general Refurrection be the portion of . 
them who perfift and die in their fins3 yer 
a {erious and unfeigned Repentance, attefted 
bya holy Converfation for the future, isan 
effectual means co deliver us from this fhame, 
Whatever our forepaft fins have been. For they 
fhall not be produced againft us, they fhall 
not be objected to us at that day $ they fhall 
be buried ineternal filence and oblivion, and 
be astho they had not been. And this O. 
pinion I hold 1. More agreeable to the Scri- 
pture, which in this matter makes ufe of 
the Terms of hiding , and covering, and 
blotting out, Pfalm 32.1. Bleed is the 
aan whofe trangrefion forgiven, and whofe 
fin is covered. Efay 43.25. I evex 1 am he 
that blotteth Dut thy tran{greffions, and will not 
remember thy fins. So Pfalm 51.9. Hide 
tvy face from my fins, and blot out all mine 
tniquities. Jerem. 48. 34. J will forgive 
their iniguity, and remember their jin no 
more. Hzek. 28.22. All his tranfgrefions 
that he hath committed they fhall not be. me 

tioned unto him. Mich.7. 19. Thou wilt caft 
allthezr fins intothe depths of the Sza. And 
aS It is more confonantto the Scripture, fo 
is it 2. More grateful and confolatory tothe 


Penitents. For the mere mentioning and re- 


citing of their fins before {uch an Affembly 
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muft needs refrefh their fhame and forrow, 
and fo diminifh their happinefs and joy. To 
which I might add, that it is written that 
our Saviour at the Jaft judgment in pronoun 
cing the Sentence fhall enumerate the good 
works of the Godly to their praife 5 but not 
a word faid of producing their fins. I fay ] 
hold this Opinion more probable upon thefe 
accounts, phat theirs who affirm they fhall 
then be publ lifhed, for the magnifying and 
advancing, ‘the declaring and illuftrating the 
Mercy and Grace of God in pardoning fo 
great and heinous Offences. 

It concerns us much to live in all holy 
Converfation in this World, as we defire to 
avoid that pain and mifery, which we fhall 
otherwife moft certainly be adjudged to at 
that day : ; that indionation and wrath, tribu- 
dation and angui[b, which God fhall render to 
them that do not obey the truth, but obey un. 
righteou{ne/s : Rom. 2. 8. That worm that 
dieth not, and that frre that i not guenched, 
Mark 9. 44. and 46. and 49. that outer 
darkne{s, where is weeping and wailing ane 
gnafhing of teeth, Matth. 8.12. and 22.1 
and 25. 30. That furnace of fire, Matth, 13. 
42.50. That lake of fire aud brim} lione, Re- 
vel. 20. 10. or of fire burni J with brin fione 
Revel.19.20. Which place: 
not literally to be expounded, yet 
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Of the Diffolution 
import at leaft a very fad and deplorable 
eftate, a high degree of torment and anguifh: 
and all this eternal and without intermiffion 
night and day. Thefe. fhall go into everlaft. 
ing punifhment, Mat.r5.46. The State of the 
Damned is fuppofed to be a flate of abfolute 
and complete Mifery, made up of the lofs of 
the greateft good anda conftant, frefh and 
ad app cchenfion of it; which Divines call 
na Damui. . And .2. ExESi t bodily pain 
and fuffcrin, gs, and fad diftrels of trouble and 
mind occafioned by all manner of frightful 
Apprehenfions , and vexatious Perturbati- 
ons au ‘a Apsslertons , which they call Pena 
Senfus ; at gy os without any intermiflion or 
or hope of deliverance eternally. Jude 
iris called the vengeance of eternal fire. t 
vel, 14.81. Fle {moke of their torment is laid 
to afcend up for ever aad ever. And Revel 
20.10. it is faid ve the Beaft and falfe Pro- 
; 


phet, that they fhali be tormented night and 


fay for ever ped a ever. It this be fo, ist 
not our sceateft Wifdem to ule our utmof 
diligence and endeavour to avoid fo depio. 
rable a condition, and tq fecure our felves an 
intereft in a future eftate of everlafting Blils 
and Happinefs when this Life fhall be 
ended 

But here the Apicureans and fenfual per- 
fons will be ready to object and arguc, 
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own confeflion Chriftians, 2f a# this life-only 
they had hope, would be of all men the molt 
mijerable, 1 Cor, 15. 19. Had I nor better 
make fure of what is before me? Why have 
I thefe appetites within me, and fuch objeéts 
about me, the one being fo fuitable to the 
other, is it not more natural and reafonable 
to fulfil, chan deny them ? Surely itcannot 
i be wifdom to lofe a certain good for an un- 
| certain hope 5 and for an ungrounded fear of 
Hell hereafter , to undergo a Purgatory 
here. 

To this argumentation upon the falfe 
foundation of the uncertainty of a future 

H eftate of endlefs happinefs or mifery, accor- 
dingly as we have behaved our {elves in this 
life, Lan{wer, 

| That for the futurity of fuch an eftate, 
we have the beft Authority in the World, to 
wit, the holy Scriptures and univerfal I'ra. 
dition. 

1. The Holy Scriptures , whofe Authority 
to be more than humane, hathbeen by ma- 
ny fo clearly and convincingly demonftrated, 
that I {hail cake it forgranced, and not watte 
time to prove it. The Teflimonies herein 
contained concerning eternal happinefs and 
mifery are fo clearand full, that it feems to 
me impoffible without manifeft diftortion to 
elude or evade tlie force of them. ag we 

1ave 
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have already recited, and might produce 
many more, Ifa. 33.14. Who among us. {hall 
dw2ii with the devouring fires Who among us 
fhall dwell with everlasting burnings ¢ Dan. 
12.2. And many of them that fleep im the 
duft of the earth fhall awake , fome to ever- 
lafting life, and fome to fhame and everlajling 
contempt, 2 Theff. 1. Qe Who fhal be puni[h ; 
ed with everlasting deftruction {rom the pre- 
fence of the Lord, &c. {peaking of them who 
know not God, and obey not the Gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Ha. 66,24. For their 
worm {ball not dye, neither fhall their frre be 
guenched. 

What more. common Notion among the 
Grecians and Romans, than of Elifum and 
Tartarws, the one to reward good men, the 
other to punifh wicked 2 which, as ap- 
pears by what we have quoted out of La- 
cretius, Were efteemed to be eternal {tates. 

The Origenifts and others, that cannot be 
recontiled to the Catholick Doétrine of the 
eternity of the punifhments of the Damned, 
make the word ajay, from which the Latin 
gvum is derived, to fignifie fometimes a de- 
terminate time, as might eafily be proved by 
many examples, and fo eis ajava Or ajovas, 
which we tranflate for ever, fignifies when 
applied to this matter, a long indeed, but 
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Lhe Diffolution 

yet a finite time 3 and «s rus avewyess ws 
cywvwy, Which we render for ever and ever, 
may likewife fignifie not an eternal duration, 
but a time to which fome term may be fet 
by God, though to us unknown. In the 
fame fenfe they accept the Adjective ajayi@. 
for a long, but finite time. But I am of 
S. Augujfine’s opinion, that ajéu@. doth in 
the New Teftament fignifie the fame with 
éternus in Latin, and is appropriated tothings 
that have no end: ‘and that es rds ajivas aff 
ayeywy, for ever and ever, doth in like man. 
her always denote eternal or endlefs dura- 
tion. That the word ajsy.@. when applied 
to the ftate of the Damned, doth fignific 
eternal, S. Auguftine well demonttrates from 
the Antithefs in that place of Matth. 25. 46. 
And thefe fhall go away into everlafting pu- 
nifhment 5 but the righteous into life eternal. 
Where it is in the fame fenfe actributed to 
that life which is the reward of the righte- 
ous, and that fire which is the punifhment 
of the Damned 5 there being no reafon to be 
lieve that the fame word in the fame Verfe, 
when applied to oppofites , fhould be taken 
in a different fenfe. But by the confent of 
all Chriftians it is granted , that the life of 
the bleffed fhall be eternal, therefore fo muft 
the punifhment of the Damned be too. 

This 
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of the Word. 

This acception of the word awy:@. for 
eternal or endlef{s, when it refers to the itate 
of thofe miferable perfons, receives a further 
and ftrong confirmation from the 

Second Particular we propofed, that is, 
Oniverfal Tradition: It being a received Opt- 
nion among the Heathen, which muft needs 
defcend down to them by -Tradition from 
the Ancitnts, that eternal punifhments a- 
waited the wicked after Death. Of this the 
Epicurean Poet Lucretius is a fafficient and 
unexceptionable Witnefs, for he living be- 
fore our Saviours time , could tot derive it 
from any other fource. He makes the feat 
of thefe punifhments to be the caufe of all 
the miferies of humane life, and the foun- 
dation of all Religion, 


LEternasquoniam penas in morte timendum. 


And becaufe it may be objected, that A2ter- 
nas may fignifie only of long continuance, 
to put the matter out of all doubr, in ano- 
ther place he faith, 


_— Nam fi nullum finem effe putarent, 
ZErumnaram bomines, nulla ratione valerent 
Relligionibus atque minis obfiftere vatum. 
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But if it once appear 

That after Death there's neither hope nor 
fear, 

Then Men might freely triumph, then dif- 
dain 

The Poet’s Tales, and fcorn ‘their fancy’d 
pain. 

But now we muft fubmit, fince pains we 
fear 

Eternal after Death, ‘we know not where. 


And that this Opinion and Belief general- 
ly prevailed among the people before Epi- 
curus his time, the fame Lucretius teftifies in 
the beginning of his firft Book, 


Flumana ante oculos fede cum vita jaceret 
In terris oppreffa gravi.fub Relligione, &c. 
Primi im Graiws hom 10, fC. 


Lotig time men lay oppreft. with flavith 
fear, 

Religion’s Tyranny did dominecr, 

Which being plac’d in Heaven, look’d 
Prov udly down, 

And frighted abject Spirits at her frown. 

- lafta Mighty one of Greece began 

F’aflert the Natural Liberty of Man, 
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By fenteiels terrors and vain fancy led 


ToSlavery , fireight the conquer'd Fan- 
toms fled. 


for he makes (as we faw before ) the fear of 
eternal pain and mifery, to be the foundation 
of sy Religion, 
. Now becaufe thefe Objectors do repre- 
fent Religion to themfelvesand others as a 
melancholick and difconfolate thing: and 
think and fay, that thofe that enter into this 
{tate muft bid adieu to all the pleafures of 
fence, and tafte nof{weetnefs in'any worlc ily 
object. ee, endeavour to remove this 
ay-70% I fay theretore, That our praci. 
ous»+God doth not envy us any real good 
that the C caer? can afford us, and there. 
fore hath not denied us a moderate ufe and 
fruition of any of them. And {eeing he hath 
annexed pleafure to thofe actions are 
neceflary for the fi upport of life, and continu- 
ation of kind, as a bait to invite us to the 
performance of them, it feems to me highly 
abfurd and contradictious to affirm, that he 
hath forbidden us to partake or: tafte thofle 
enjoyments which himfelt had < ippointed as 
effectual means for the fecurity of thofe great 
ends; and which are fo neceflary confequents 
of thefe actions, that we cannot bur partake 


Q 3 them, 
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them. Where .“ Appetite is eager, God 
hath indulged , I might fay commanded, a 
moderate and regular fatisfaction. And we 
Know, nay, the blindnefsof Atheifm cannot 
deny, that the greateft pleafure refults from 
a moderate and well circumftantiated ufe of 
pleafures. Voluptates commendat rarior ufus. 

Now a religious man enjoys all the pleafures 
of thefe w orldly and fenfible goods, without 
any of the pain, which is annexed tothe ex: 

ceflive and irregular ufe, or indeed abufe of 
them: and befides, his pleafure is enhanfed, 

in thathe beholds and receives them as blef- 

{ings of God, and tokens. of his favour and 
affe&tion ; and is without all fear of a future 
fad.reckoning for his-participation of them. 

Howbeita denial of our felves for Gods fake 
and caufe in any thing which we might other- 
wile lawfully enjoy, though: it be nor com. 

manded, yet is accepted, and fhall be re- 
warded by him. 

Others there are who grant, That thefe 
words grammatically fignifie as We contend, 
and that eternal puntfhments are indeed 
threatned to the wicked ; but fay they,thefe 
threatnings are intended only, :as .terricula- 
menta, Or Bug-bears to Children, to terrifie 
and keep people in awe, and to preferve 
the Wor id in fome tolerable condition’ of 

quictnefs, 


PV te te ee ee 


quietnefs. And Origen himfclt, though he 
be of opinion , that thefe threatnings fig. 
nifie only temporary pains 5. yet he faith;that 
fuch myfteries are to be fealed up and con- 
cealed from the vulgar, left wicked men 
fhould ruth into fin with all fury and licen- 
tioufnels, if this bridle were taken off, who 
by the opinion and fear ot eternal and end- 
lefs punifhments can {carce be deterred and 
re{trained from it. 

To thisTanfwer, 1. That it feems to me 
indecorous and unfuitable to the Perfon and 
Majefty of God, to make ule of fuch forry 
and weak means to bring about his ends, as 
grave men can hardly condefcend to. - 2.1 
do not fee how it can confift with his Vera- 
city, in plain terms,abfolutely to threaten and 
affirm what he never intends to do. 

Indeed it is queftionable . Whether it be 
allowable in man: . it being at beit but an 
officious Lye: for it 1s a {peaking what we 
donot think, and that with an intention to 
deceive, 

Secondly, I proceed now toa fecond Ob- 
jection againit the eternity of the pains and 
(i fferinvs of the Damned, and that 1s, it’s in- 
confiftency with the Juftice of God. What 
proportion can there be between a tranfient 


and temporary act, and an eternal punilh- 
ment? Lhe moft rigid Juftice can exact no 
© 4 more 
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more than a ¢alio, to fuffer asI have done. 


i 
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if I have hurt, or gticved, of injured any 
man, to be punifhed with the fame, or an 
equivalence fuffering: if J have taken any 
unreafonable pleafure, to compenfate it with - 
an anf{werable pain. Indeed the enormiries 
of my life cannot well deferve fo much , if 
it be confidered, that I have been ftrongly in- 
{tigated and inclined, and as it were fatally 
driven upon all the evils which I have com. 
mitted , by thofe affections and appetites , 
which I made not for my felf, but found in 
my felf; and have been expoled to ftrong 
| and almoft inexpugnable temptations from 
without; befet with {nares,encompafled about 
| With innumerable evils. 

To this I anfwer Pirft, That every fin, in- 
jury, or offence is aggravated and enhanfed 
by the dignity or merit of the perfon againft 
Whom it is committed. So Parricide ig 
eftecmed a greater Crime than ordinary 
Murther , and by the Laws of all Nations 
avenged with aforer punifhment. ‘The like 
may be faid of e/a Majeffas or Treafon. 
Now God isan infinite perfon, and Sin being 
an injury and affront to him, as being a vio- 
sation of his Law, an infinite punifhment 
muit be due to ir, >” This 
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This anfwer Dr. Hammond in his Praétical 
Catechi{m, lib. 5. fect. 4. accounts a nicety 
and unfatisfactory, as.alfo that other common 
anfwer, That if we fhould live infinitery, 
we would fin infinitely ; and therefore gives 
us another, which in his Difcourfe of the 
Reafonablenefs of Chriftian Religion, he thus 
briefly fumms up. 

2.That the choice being referred to ws to 
take of the two which we beft like , eternal 
Death fer before on the one hand , t6 make 
eternal life the more infinitely reafonable for 
us to chufe on the other hand , and the eter- 
nal Fell ( whenfoever we fall into it ) being 
perfectly our own A&, neither forcéd on us 
by any abfolute Decree of God, nor irrefiftible 
temptation of the Devil or our own flefh; but 
as truly. our wilh and choice and mad pur- 
chafe, may, much more truly and properly, than 
eternal Heaven 2s ( when our obedience # firft 
wrought by Gods grace , and yet after t hat fo 
abundantly rewarded by the Doner) tt # cer- 
tain, if there be any) thing irrational, it 18 in 
us unkind and perverfe creatures ( fo obffinate 


tochufe what God fo pafftonately warns ws to 
take heed ofs fo wilful 


: 


fiwears be wills not our death ) and not in bim, 


ly lo dy C; 


el dee. ee . if 2 , > oe) 
who bath done all that 1s imaginable to be do} 
os 
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to re alonable créearures ( here in their way @ 
cCourpe ) to the refcuing or faving Of H5. 
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But to this may be replied, If the thing 
it felf be unjuft, how can our chufing of it 
~ make it, juft? How can it be juft t6 annex 
fuch a penalty as eternal Hell toa fhort and 
tranfient offence ?, Suppofe a Prince fhould 
make a Law , that whofoever did not rife 
i up and bow himfelf before an old. man, 
fhould be put to Death with torments; and 
one of his Subjects knowingly {hould tranf{- 
grefs this Law upon. fome great temptation ; 
| would it not be accounted Cruelty in the 
Prince to execute this Law upon him? Laws 
may be unjuft upon account of difproportio- 
hate penalties. Neither doth our choice 
| much help the matter, for that is but an ef. 
+. fe& of our error or folly, or, if you will, 
; | madnefs, which doth as little deferye eternal 

death as the fin committed doth. 
If any man be diffarisfied with the prece. 
dent.anfwers, all chat I have to add further, 
is, that before this fentence adjudging to e. 
ternal death be pronounced againft him, and 
executed upon him, there fhall be fuch a re- 
velation made, as fhall convince and {atisfie 
him of the. righteoufnefs thereof. And this 
the Apoftle. feems to intimate Rom. 2. 5 
when he calls the great day of Doom, the 
day of the Revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God. © Then fhall be made appear 
what 
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what now to our dimfighted reafon iS not 
penetrable; How the Juftice of God cancon. 
Gt with the eternal damnation of the 
Wicked. 

As for mans being as it were fatally de- 
termined to evil by the ftrength of cempta- 
tion, and the violence of unruly and head- 
{trong paflions-and appetites: : Laofwer, That 
there are motivesana confid Cr itions fuflicient 
to enable ainan to refilt and map to con- 
quer and. overcome the moft alluring and 
fafcinating cemptations, the moft urging and 
importunate aj petites or iffeétions ; fuch 
are certain frame and difgrace, and that not 
long to come, eternal iniamy + ind difhonour ; 
prefent dc ore trong fear and dread of ap- 
proaching death, or (ad and intolerable pains 


or calamities. Now the Divinet ohaaiel 
are of the gel (j and | no} (} rorn 1idable evils 


~ 

and miferies that Humane Nature 1s capable 
Pe es . ! ; 

of fuffering ; and therciore were [ney but 

firmly believed and appt ‘ehend ded,the y would 


be of force (y ficient ro ftir up in us {uch 
{trong one of tear and me x as would 
eafily c way all cemptations, and em- 


bitter ‘all vi baits of fenfual pleafure. 

3. There remains yet a third Objection 
againft an eternal Hell, and that is, that it is 
‘nconfiftent with the Divine Goodnefs, For 

the 





. - a 


232 Lhe Diffolution 
the Unbeliever will fay, Ic’s contrary toall the 
Notions and Jdeas I have of God, to conceive 
him to be fo angry and furious a Being. How 
can it {tand with Infinite Goodnefs to make 
a Creaturethat he fore-knew would be eter- 
nally miferable? We men account it a piece 
of goodnefs to pardon offences: And all pu- 
nifhments are intended either for the refor-_ 
mation and amendment of the Offender , or 
if he be unreclaimable to prevent the mif. 
chief which he might otherwife do , or for 
an example to others to deter them from 
the like cnormities.: but I do not fee for 
what fuch end any man can be eternally 
tormented. Sothat of fuch infliGions one 
may rationally demand, cui oxo 2 What 
good comes of them? How then can they 
come from God, who by all mens confeffion 

(| is infinitely Good » 

Yo which I anfwer: Firft, That God is 
juftas wellas good. You will fay, what is 
Juftice 2 It isan equal weighing of Actions, 
and rendring to every one his Right or Due. 
A fetting {treight again what was perverted 
by the fins and extravagancies of Men, 
Now that the breaking of order and equality 
in the world, this ufurping and encroaching 
upon others Rights is a great Evil and ouczhe 
tobe rectified, fome may take an Argument 

; irom 





of the WORLD, 2 
from the ftrong inclination and defire to re- 
venge Injuries, that is implanted in the nature 
of Man, and of ali Creatures. You'll fay, all 
defire of revenge is abfolutely finful and un- 
lawful. lanfwer,I am no ee of Revenge. 
I know the very Heathen by the light of na- 
ture condemncd it. 





Tufirmi eft animi exigusque voluptas 
CUltio 





Revenge is the pleafure of a weak and poor 
foirit. Yet let us hear what theyhave to 
fay. 1. It is hard to affirm, that any innate 
appetite or defire isin it felf fimply and ab- 
folutely, and in all Circumftances whatfo 
ever unlawful, for this feems to reflect upon 
the Author of Nature. 

To which may be anfwered, that a well 
circumftantiated defire of revenge may not 
be in it felf unlawful, yet for the evil Con- 
fequents of it, it may be, and is prohibited 
by apofitivé Law. 2. Divine perfons have 
prayed toGod to avenge them, as David and 
the Prophets. And S. Paul himifelf, 2 T 
4.14. prays God to reward Alexander the 
( ‘opper{mith according to his w onks. To whicl 

may be anfwerea, that thofe Exprefiions are 
rather Prediftions of what fhould befal thei 
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Enemies, than defires thar they might. A- 
gain, whereas it is {aid Revel, 6.9, ro, 
That the Sou!s of them under the altar that 
were flain for the word of God and the tefti- 
mony which they held, cryed with a loud voice, 
faying, How long, O Lord holy and true, doff 
thou not judge and AVENLE Our Bluod on them 
that dwell on the earth: Do&tor Hammond 
faith, it fignifies no more, than that their 
Blood crics to God for Vengeance, as Abel's 
is faid to do. The Nature of Forgivenefs 
feems to imply the Lawfulnefs of fome defire 
of Revenge. For what is Forgivenefs but 
a parting with , and a renouncing the Right 
Ihave tobe avenged, and therefore before I 
| forgive I do retain at leaft fome will to be 
revengec. And Tam not obliged by our 
Saviour to forgive abfolutely, but upon con: 
dition of Repentance, «Lake 17. 3,4. Lf thy 
brother fix againft thee rebuke him, and if 
he repent forgive him, &c. Andi the 
Lord's Prayer one Petition is, Forgive 4s our 
tre/paffes as we forgive them that trefpafs 
againft #. But God forgives not without 
Repentance. To which may be anfwered, 
That before Repentance, I may retain a will 
of punifhing an Offender for his own'Good 
and Reformation, but with no refpeétof a- 
venging What is paft. And if his Repen- 
{2nce 
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tance prevents his punifhment, then I amto 
forgive him, that is, ceafe todefire his pu- 
nifhment. Bur all allow Vengeance to be 
jutt in God, whofe Actions are not to be 
icanned by our Meaiures. 

£ i it be juft with God to propofe to us 
uch a choice as Heaven upon ‘condition of 


I 


our Obedience to his Law, or Hell in cafe of 


Difobedience; as we fee fome wife Men 
make no fcruple to grant; then it cannot be 
injuftice in him to inflict the punifhments of 
Hell upon them that make it their choice. 
Nay I cannot fee how ic can confift with 
his Veracity not to do it; why>then fhould 
any Argument from his ‘Goodnels move us 
to diftruft his Veracity ? To which I fhall 
add, That the very being of Sin and Mi- 
fery in the World is as great an Argument 
againft the Goodnefs of God, -as the eternal 
punifhment of it: Sith we mult needs granr, 
that God Almighty Bleffed for ever, could, 
if he had pleafed, have prevented it. Ifany 
Man fhall fay, This was not poflible with- 
out changing the very Nature of Man, 
and taking away’ the Liberty of his Will. 
To him I reply, How then can he confirm 
the Bleffled, referving their Liberty? Or 
muft we fay with Origen, That they are in 
a mutable ftate too and that Heaven will 
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havean end as wellas Hell? If any Man re. 
min ftill unfatisfied with what hath been faid, 
{ muft refer him for «full fatisfaétion to the 
Revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God at that great day , of which mention 
} hath been already made, 
ait I amas unwilling as any Man to limit the 
Mercies of God: but yet 1 mutt refer it to 
him, whether he will be more favourable 
than he’ hath threatened or no, whether he 
will remit fomething of the Severity of his 
Comminations. I am alfo willing to re 
ftrain and confine. the fenfe.of thefe words 
ajdves, and cites ajovwy as far as the Con- 
text will permirt. But let our Opinions and 
| Hopes of the Mercies of God and a tem- 
porary Hell be what they will; atemporary | 
Hell, I fay, or rather.a Purgatory inftead of 
Hell: For. the word Hell, according to the 
ufual acception of it, includes Eternity. I 
fhall propofe two things to.be confidered. 
1. Uthat Origen the ‘fieft Broacher_of this 
Opinion of the Determination of the Pu 
nifhments of the Damned, doth acknow- 
ledge that the contrary Doétrine is very ule. 
ful to reftrain the common People from Sin: 
and that this is tobe held asa great Secret, 
and ftudioufly concealed from them. Now 
if it be of fuch eminent ufe to them, why 
may 





ic Og 
ee ee ee ee ei 2 
a! a 


; — Ss - . a Oe ail 


a 





ik 
4? 


se 


ek i 
TorTes +> KKK RTT 


> : 
’ - 
- ~ = + - ” 
. 5 . , } : ) — = ™ 
~ 7 ~~ —-- - - 
a . . —-¢ > | 
on a a me" out > a s , hb ; 
- ; Ps —o - _ J 2 “ - . ~~ 
bed Nw . _ - ") . v > . - - - i 
- —--4 7 : ~ ~ - a a , . : . - 
= - QJ - 4 ~ , — a rf ” ‘if ) i = _ « -_— : e —_ - 
, 7 --7 — ; er —_ o— . ° * ; ome = ? " 
_ : = 7 — —_—A r = 
— we oo “~ = a te or" . = > — »& - — ( ‘wet ¢ 2 
- *! ~~ f -. ons _ —_—s4 —e > ” < » * — ’ . . : — “ ae 
4 é ~e 4 ) - . "3 - = ~— or ~ — . ~s ~ 
r- _ - <A ~~? — t — a - tin " ~— ~/J - - oy cy 
-_ ~ — 7 . — , , / —_——< — = > —_" ~_ 
‘ . | < > ] ~o/ oo 7, 3 . 
; . "  ! _ = " m - ~—4 « - oi) rm _- 
; — 2 = bones j ““ t ) ; 4 j 7 ——; - - . - . 
_ at ~ : - = > 
. re tJ -) ) A> =—_ , _ 
. a > - ~ - . _ . ~ = — ~ ' . . 
t o- goad - *' = 7 cr - ro 2 ~ - : 
4 s , LJ 4 " = —— r -— = —_ -_ . “ 
_ > a _—- _ -- a 4 
~ ~- _ — 7 ) oul - . _ - cc — : : ~ 4 4 = 
4 . = : —~ = sed < » <7 ——s ~ aa ’ = : - - g 
: _ , ~ 
p 3 ) 4 4 r _—~ ; = — > -< << | = — qumped ms " @e cr 5 
+ . _ Pe -_ ? a ; _ C) id i ; ofan - = es - 
- ae ; . — oe C 2 4 = x a 
-_ a } > } _ rr c- ~ nt oma = ' . 
re - C J} a bn } oun a — or . «6 “ © 
ad ; " 7 f. r— . —s fe any 
fy . a — Stee = ) ~~ . + out wy ¢ ~ 1 
. ——~, ; r 3 —_— o ~- " C 7, | . ~ + ~ > " ~<A ~ - 
7 ; f- : “ —-4 . Lou — . —_. A a A t send ar a = 
pata a - —_ . Cc 
mm 4 ¢ a a - & . ea : Wow | 
é ad > 7 ; " - ~ . > ” cr pa 
’ 2 . > oo , = “ . 3 ’ - ~~ 4 
a - Cc — _ Ld rr - ym - om or, ~ , : -~ ~ 
_~ *' = 74 cs om 4 , ’ " ce ’ ~ a " 
. A a a ~ » = S a = = + 
~ a = _ | - --. —_ ~t cn = os o- J : - ‘ ~~ - . 
i > — = -—~_< —>-—1 ie —) a ~— ~ — = = ~w — Lew ou . , ‘ 
L.. ~ A = . , ‘ - - 
¢ la 4 . J ° _ cc : cc p~—/ cr - . J = +— -— 
r ; a 7 . = oo = oe . 7" a fa] ) » “ lal ~ = “~ . fe 
—~ 2 s r~ —_ ~~ ode ir) - . if) ” —_— = nan” of 
: = ry ’ * - — - : = : d- on ~ i > a =~ . e = ‘ 
- 4 ——! > —) . - -- eon pa _—) a <. cn a) — a 4 - = aes ’ 
— r= el : . —_—— _ Lid - —f J 
° | = — _ rd — & <4 ~~ ard cc; L. -“ one 
a — \ = » i | = - 
— — - - , = _ - — 2 -,. 4.3 7 _ - : — £4 - -— e 
— ~~ vd > - — — -_ aA . ” . = ‘ . C » od = = ie. 
? - - . — = . _ —_ < " 
= : “ - ~ ~ , arr “ - wiles = 4 — 2 ~ 
J _ —_ . rx — = ~ 
_ “ ‘An —— a ~ > . - 1, - v o* ~ a) 7 , —_ ' 
. a | -” ~~ . : a ,) - , n> “ - ; _ 
co ~ =) om —_ - a. 4 —y 7 - - - - 
Ld oa — _ = a ~ = P| co —_ - > 7 , - > 
- — “ - -— ~ + 
_— ~ i Cc) ~ r- OU ~< —_ = _ ‘ 4 al ad -. . . 
_ roe ~ - 
ar = > " -< - A J ‘ p 7? 
qa Ww if) ; ad a = = - vat — - , - - "1 >< aa ; w 
' — er ~~ = ; . ef — " _ r= 5 ; an 74 ) = . al Ct) 4 — 
——~ -w - - = > — —~ = *¢ - 
ss - ——" > _ > ‘* -< = — 
7 % . + — a Thy = ~ — ’ ‘ a) ; L~ i <4 
| => fYon : =O @ » > > - = -S See CS OS 
—_ L “ cr = ~ — q ~ " ’ ow - 
Cc < . —~ ~ ¥ ; 
oe y i—~ om es Lem | c 2 
. rt , eo re — . . = on, v dad . " >| . = 
; a s¢ —_ -: = ‘a — : — ~ cS ~~ : ™ a | ; 
. . _— — — . -~ 
ba r~e -_ : r -)» a —_ " = oud ° : 7 4) ~~, 
vee / =. Cc) ~ - = Y — cc bone 4 ‘ > 2. 4 
a. * om : : : TT) a) > , a= : ; r= e. ~~ — a ~ 
a. ; is —_ ~ Le J 2 ’ . —, ~ -* o— — | 6h - —< . + 
r _ _ --@ oo - . out= : t ) - . - - 4 
poad ca c eo . -_~ oie - , o. : as J «| , tnd =. ~ ° - 
? -— ~ YJ r _ 4 2 ~ ° — » ant — iu > __ ‘ = . ~4 b oe 
= . / er ~~ . ~ = : , . » a 
~ ~ - 
- “ paad tc) = pales . , - - — = . —— : 
« - —— -_ 
oO — ~pw —_ ee —- 





Ay 
athe 


Ww 


.™ \ ~ 


5 The Diffolution 


The very thought of an eternal “Hell inter- 


vening (and ic will often intrude it felf ) 
{trikes acold damp to his very Heart in the 
midft of his Jollities, end will much qualifie 
and allay all his Pleafures and Enjoyments. 
Rid him of this fear, and he will be apt to 
defpife Hell and all its Torments, be they 
never fo grievous or lafting. Take off 
this Bridle , and, as. we hinted before, he 
will rufh into Sin as a Horfe rufbeth into 
the Lattel. Hewillbeready thereupon thus 
to argue with himfelf, What need I take fo 
much pains to {trive againft Sin? What need 
I fwim, againft the Stream, and refift the 
Tide and Eddy of my Paffions, my natural 
Appetites and Inclinations, and the Solici- 
tations of Company ? What need I maintain 
fuch a conftant Watch and Ward againft my 
ipiritual Enemies, the Devil, the, World, 
and the Flefh2 If I fall into Hell at laft, 
thatis no eternal Strate, it lafteth but for a 
time, and willcometoan end. I'l venture 
it: Thope I fhall make a fhift to rub through 
well enough. Let me ask thee, Bur how 
if thon fhouldeft find thy felf miftaken? If 
the Event frafirate thy Hopes, and fall our 
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thou bein then? How will the un- 
expectecinels ‘thereof double. thy Mifery 
Improvifa 


contrary to thy Expeétation?» What a fad 
. wilt cl 
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Impro UZ, a gravins feriunt. Wow Wit thou be ) 
ftrucl ken as it were with a Thunderbolr, 
when .the Almighty Ju idge {hall L fulminate 
againit thee a dreadfu | indeed, but. by thee 
formerly undreaded a ey adjudging 
thee ro endlefs Punifhments ? How wile thou 
damn thine own Credulity, who. by a 
groundlefs Belief of a temporary, Hell, hatt 
precipitated thy {elf into an eternal, which 
otherwife thou mighteft. poflibly have a- 
voided ? 

Well, but fuppofe there be fome thadow 
of hope of the determination of.the puni{h- 
ments of the Damned:: It is by all acknow- 
ledged.to be a great piece of folly_to leave 
matters of the higheft moment , and which 
moft nearly concern us, at uncertainties : 
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and a point of Wildom, to fecure the main 
chance, and to be provided aga inft the worft 
that can come. An eternal Heaven or {tate 
of compleat happinefs is the main. chance, 
and is not to come into any competition, or 
fo much as to be put into the bali ance a- 
gain{t afew fhort, tranfient, fordid, loathed, 
ane fox the moft part upon their Own ac 
count meeps ented pleatures : To fecure to our 
{e} an intereft in fuch a fiate is our 
orcatel of wifdom. And as for being provided 
ainatt the worft that may or can come 
n° 3 What 
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What can be worfe than an eternal Hell 2 
which , there is I do not fay a poffibility , 
but the greateft probability imaginable, ‘that 
it will be our portion; if we perfitt in im- 
ey ,. and dye in our fins. But fup- 
. pofe the beft fhould happen that we can 
hope or conceive, that Hell fhould laft only 
eis weveas cy aay OV, for Ages of Ages, and aC 
lait derermine : do’ we think this a {mall 
matter? If we do, it is for want of confide- 
ration and experience of acute pains. Should 
any of us be under the fenfe and fuffering 
of a raging Paroxy{m of the Stone, or Gout, 
or Collick,I doubt not but rather than endure 
> it for ten thoufand years he would willingly 
RW) part with all his expectation of a bleffed 
cftate after that term were expired, yea, and 
H his being to boot. But what are any of f thefe 
pains to the torments and: perpeffions of 
Hell? or the duration of tenthoufand years 
to thofe Ages of Ages? If thou makeft light 
of all this, and nothing can ref{train thee 
from fin, but the eternity of punifhment, 
thou art bound to thank God ,; who hich 
ufed this only effectual means, thteatning an 
eternal Hell: And it ill becomes thee to 
complain of his rigour and feverity , who 
W wouldet’) have. made fo pernicious an ufe of 
his lenity and goodie fs. But ‘thou who haf 
entertained. 
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Upon a Review of the Prece- 
dent Difcourfe, Jome Things 
thought fit to be Added and 
Amended. 


Pag. 51. Lin: 29. Add, 


Hich is made one preat Reafon 
“/ that fuch great Numbers ( even 
whole Woods ) of fubterraneous 
Irecs are frequently met with 


and.cug up at vait Depths in the Spanifh 


and Dutch Netherlands, as well as in many 
places of this Ifland of Great Britan. 
Page 70. 

Thofe Words, ( nay this latter [the Me. 
diterranean | receives alfo abundance of 
Water from the great Ocean; running in at 
the Streights of Gibraltar, and therefore by 
fubterraneousPaflagcs muft needs difcharge 
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raneam, being the loweft, muft by thole Pat 

faces receive Waters from the Oceaw5 an 

: 1e Ucean, which is (as We have proved ) 

the highelt ; from th » Mediterranean Hi -nce 
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ic neceflarily follows, that the Mediterranean 
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ne palies by all the reft of the Rivers as 


than it; there are two that I have 
feen in Italy it felf, whereof the one, viz. 
the Arum, on which / Florenc é and Pia ftand, 
feemed to me not interiour in bignefs to the 
Titer: and the other, viz. the Arhefs on 
Which Veroxa ftands, I-could not guels to be 
s than twice as big 2. Inthat of i thinks 
himfelt too 0 liberal in allowi ing thefe nine Ri- 
vers to carry do wn eac h of theth ten times fo 
ch Water asthe Zhames doth. Whereas 


One of thofe nine, et that none of the big- 
ee? ee m2 he we. 
cit neither, viz. the River Po, if Ricciolus 


Aiba dLypothefes and Calculations be g6od, 
affords more Water in an hour, than Mr. 
Halley fuppofes the Thames to doin a day; 
the h ourly Effufions of the Po being rated 
at eightecn millions of Cubical Paces by 
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whole Mr. Halley comes_nearer the truth. 
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Sure et 1C JUL yh it i that 1n LIC Me diterraneai 

the Receipts from the Rivers fall fhort of the 
Expence in Vapour tai in part of it, that 
is the Euxzne, the foceipe’ exceed, as ap- 
pears from that there is a Sonhet Current 
; ‘ ’ TT] 
fets outward from thence throu; vil the Zhra- 


— 
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cZan Bofphor Us, a Hi. He ee” 

But tho the Mediterraneax doth indeed 
evaporate mere than it receives from th 
Ri ivers, yet I believe, the Cale is not the 
fame with the Cafpian Sea; the Superficies 
whereof feems to me not to bear any great 
er proportion to the Waters of the Rivers 
that run info it, chan ox: of the Euxine 
doth to it: which we have obferved not to 
{pend the whole Receipt i Vapour. 

You llfay, Why then do not great Floo 
raife the Seas? JTanfwer, Astothe Ca/piaz, 
’ it communicates with the Ocean, whether 
the Rivers bring down more or lefs, its all 
one: if more, then the Water keeping its 
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the other Rivers counterbalancing one ano- 
ther; Befides by reafon of the Snows lying 
upon the Mountains all Winter, the oreateft 
Floods of thofe great Rivers in Europe do 
not happen when the Mediterranean evapo- 
rates leaft in the Winter-times but in the 
Spring. 

You'll demand further, if the Mediterra- 
réan evaporates fo much what becomes of all 
this Vapour? I anfwer, it is caftoff upon 
the Mountains, and on their fides: and tops 
is condenfed into’ Water, and fo returned a- 
gain by the Rivers unto the Sea. 

If you proceed to ask what becomes of 
the Surplufage of the Water, which the Me- 
diterraneaa receives trom the Ocean, and 
{pendsin vapour 5 I anfwer, It feems to me, 

that it muft be caft further off over the tops 
of the Mountains, and fupply in part Rain 
to thefe Northern Countries: for we know 
that the.South-Wind brings Rain, with us 
and all Europe over. 

As to the great Ocean, I do not believe 
that itevaporates fo much as the Mediterra. 
nea both 1. Becaufe the whole Mediter- 
yanean, excepting the Exxzne, lies in a hot 
Climate, and a great part of ir as it were 
ina Valley, Ridges of high Mountains, 4¢- 
las on one fide, and the Alps and Apexnine, 

Gc. on the other running along it, And 
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248 Lhe Diffolution 
fes be, who fuppofe the Rivers of ‘all the 
World together to yield half an Ocean of 
Water daily ? Though I muft confefs my felf 
to be at a lofs as to thofe vaft Rivers of Ame- 
rica of ninety Miles broad ; for if they fhould 
run with any thing a fwift Current, it is in- 
deed ineftimable what a quantity of Water 
they may pour forth, All therefore that I 
have to fay of them is, that we want atrue 
Hiftory and Account of their Phenomena 
from their Fountains to their Out-lets. 
Pag.72.. liner9. and of Gravity ; 

I add alfo of Magnitude : which is ex- 
ccedingly convenient, as well for the facility 
as the equability of the Earths diurnal mo- 
tion. This Zyporhefis of the Continents be- 
ing dilperfed equally on all fides of the 
Globe makes thefe’ Centers concur in one 
Point, whatever caufe we affign of the raif- 
ing up of the Dry Land at the firft. Whereas 
if we fhould fuppofe the Dry Land to have 
been railed by Earthquakes only on one fide 
of the Globe, and to have caft off the Wa- 
ter to the other , andalfo that the Water 


could find no way into the Caverns that 


were left within; then the watery fide muft 
needs 

the Center of Gravity nearer to its Superfi- 
cies 3 and fo raife the land -fide ftill a great 
deal higher, and make a confiderable di- 
{tance 
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of the Worx: 

{tance between the Centers of Magnitude 
and ot Gravity. In our Hypothefis of the 
equal difperfion of the Continents and If{lands 
no fuch thing would happen: buteach Cc 

tinent, taking it with all its internal C. ’ 
verns, whether lighter or heavier than its 
bulk in Water, that is, Whether the Water 
did‘ make its way into the Caverns thereof, 
or did not; (for in the firft Cafe it would be 
heavier, inthe fecond lighter ) would have 
its counterpoife on the oppofite fide; fo cl 
the Centers would ftill concur. The Ca 
would be the fame if the Dry Land were 
difcovered, and the Mount ais! raifed by the 


immediate ; a pplication of the ivine Power. 
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Since the receipt of this Letter, an Expe 
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riment' ( give me leave fo to call it) occur 
red to me, which much confirmed me in the 
belief and perfuafion of the truth of thofe 
Jiftories and Relations which Writers and 
Travellers h aye deli ivered to us conce rning 
Dropping Trees in Feri st oe Guiny, Obs 
of which before I was 
and likewife in the sr Aiport of the 
pothefis of my Learnea Friend Dr. 7 ancred 
Robinfon for the folving of that care enon. 
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The fame alfo induces me to believe, that V a- 
pours may have a greater intere{t in Ge pro 
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The Diffolntion 


Regions, than I had before thought. The 
Experiment or Obfervation is this, 

About the beginning of December 1691, 
there happened to .be a Mift, and that no 
very thick one, which continued all day: 
the Vapour whereof, notwithflanding the 
Trees were wholly divefted of Leaves, con- 
denfed fo .faft upon their naked Branches 
and Twigs, that they, dropped all day ar 
{uch a rate, that I believe the Water deftil- 
ling froma large Tree in twenty four hours, 
had it been all received and referved in a 
Veflel, might have amounted to a Hoggs. 
head. What then may we rationally conje- 
cture, would have dropped from fuch a 
Tree; had jt been covered with Leaves of a 
denfe Texture, and {mooth Superficies , apt 
to collect the Particles of the Vapour , and 
unite them into Drops ? 

Ic is clear by this effect, that Trees do 
def{til Water a pace when Clouds or Mifts 
hang about them; which they are reported 
by Benzo conftantly to do about the Foun- 
tain-tree in Ferro; except when the Sun 
{hines hot upon it. And others tell us, that 
that [ree grows upon a Mountain too: So 
that it is no wonder, that it fhould drop 
abundance of Water. What do I fpeak of 
that Tree? all the Trees of that kind grow 
on the fides of vaft Mountains, as Dr. Robin- 


fon 


of the WORLD. 2 
fon hath noted. Befides that in hot Regions 
Trees may in the night jtime deftil Water, 
though the Air be clear, and there be no 
Mift about them, feems neceflarily to follow, 
from Mr. Hal/ey’s Experiment. 

Now it there be in Mifts thus much Va- 
pour condenfed upon Trees, doubtlefs alfo 
there is in proportion as much upon the Sur- 
face of the Earth and the Grafs : And confe 
quently, upon the Lops and Ridges of high 
Mountains, which are frequently covered 
with Clouds or Mifts, much more, fo much 
as muft needs have a great intereft in the 
production and fupply of Springs , even in 
temperate Countries. 

But that invifible Vapours, when the Sky 
is clear, doatany time condenfe fo faft up. 
onthe Irees, as to make them drop, Ine. 
Vcr obferved in England or elfev here, no noc 
in the Night-feafon; though I do not deny, 
but upon the Appennine and Southern fide of 
the Alps, and elfewhere in the hotter parts 
of Europe in Summer Nightsthey may. How- 
ever confidering the Penetrancy of fuch Va- 
pours, that inmoift Wether they will infinu- 
ate themfelves deeply into the Pores of dr 
Wood, fo that Doors will then hardly fhur, 
and Chinks and Crannies in Boards and 
Floors be clofed up , [I know not but that 
they may likewife, ftrike deep into the 

Ground, 
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[he olen 
Ground, and together with Mifts contribute 
to the feeding and maintenance of Springs, 
in Winter-time, when the Sun exha les | but 


little; it being an Obfervation of the Lear- 
ad 


ned * Kromondus, Quod hyeme nec nivali; nec 


imebr ifera pay tamer aquam largius quam 
tftate. ( nift valde pluvia fit) vomant. That 
in Winters neither {newy nor rainy, yet foun- 
tains powre forth more Water than in Summer, 
unle/s it happen tobe a very wet feafon. Yet 
are their Contributions inconfiderable , if 
compared with the fupplics that are afforded 
by Rains. And one reafon why in Winter 
Fountains flow more plentifully may be, be- 
caufe then the Sin defrauds them not, nor 
exhales any thing out of the Earth, as in 
Summer time he doth. 

Therefore whenever in this Work I have 
oleate Rain to be a tufficient or only caufe 

‘Springs and Rivers, I would not be under- 
ood to exclude, but to comprehend there- 
Mifts and Vapours ; which I grant to 
have fome intereft in the production of 
them, even in Temperate and Cold Regi. 
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Though I cannot be perfuaded, that even 
there they are the fole Caufe of Springs, for 
that there fall fuch plentiful and long conti- 
nuing Rains, both in the £a/t and We? In- 
dies in the Summer Months: which muft 

needs 


Lm « —, i ower - P o 1 
. ofall &, tt we enh = eras tla shor) bey ; 
c= — : aes 
ee 8 eS om a ; - . ee ot “ pan a ae : —— 


< - = ss ee ~~ 





; , - 
. - , cs S) . ) ; . ; 
= . a | . . - 
- » a 7 , ~ a : -- 
J ound , - ~Z e -. 
4 3 - <= ; : f% 
& -. - ~ > ~~ 
~ — 2 > 

“ r ~ , ; 


' 

7 

. 

' 

; 

\ 

> 

7 

: 

Ts 
Ve ft 
_z'De 


4 : 
—o. . 
. 
\ hi 
> 
|) 
vn he AC 


. 
~~ 
~~ ~ >, 
: 
. 
, : 
. 
> 
- \ 
; 
rT) 
_ 
: 
» 
+ 
; 
: 
; 
: 
7 
Jia 
d t 
- - 
: 
. 
A 
; 
Te 
w ogy a) oo EDE Pole oe Woes 


254 Of the Diffolution 
this becaufe it was beft it fhould be fo, as I 
fhall clearly prove and deduce in particulars 
in another Difcourfe. 

2. The Dry Land is not elevated only 
upon one fide of the Globe; for then had 
it had high Mountains in the middle of it, 
with fuch vaft empty Cavities within, as 
muft be equal to the whole Bulk raifed up, 
the Center of Magnitude muft needs have 
been confiderably diftant from the Center 
of Gravity : which ‘would have caufed a 
very great and inconvenient inequality in 
the Motion of the parts of the Earth: but 
the Continents and Iflands are fo equally dif- 
perft all the Globe over as to counterbal- 
Jance one another, fo that the Centers of 
Magnitude and Gravity concur in one. 

| 3. The Continentsare not of exa€tly equal 
and level Superficies or Convexity. For 
then the Parts fubje&t to the Courfe of the 
Sun, called the Zorrid Zone, would have 
been, as the Ancients fancied them, unha- 
bitable for Heat and Drought. But there are 
huge Ridges and extended Chains: of lofty 
Mountains, directed for the moft part to 
run Eaft and Weft; by which Means they 
give free Admittance and Paflage to the Va. 
pours brought in by the Winds from the 
Atlantick and Pacifick Oceans; but {top and 
inhibie their Excurfions to the North and 
south, 
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South, either condenfing them upon their 


fides into the Water, by a kind of external 
Deftillation; or by ftreightening and confti- 
pating of them compelling them to gather 
into Drops, and defcend down in Rain. 
Thefe are great things, and worthy the 
Care, Direction , and Difpofal of the Great 
and Wife Creator and Governor of all things: 
And we fee they are accordingly excellently 
ordered and provided by him | 
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Some Goreek and Latin 
Ouotations Englifbed. 


AZ. 25. Lin:7. 
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‘Hole Wo rds of Ladtanti ius, Ergo.quoniam 
{ ex dierum,S c.fignifiein Eng/if(h, T here- 
le all the Ww orks of God were per- 
inifhed ) in fix days, it is necef- 
ry (or necefiarily follows ) t hat the World 
{hall continue in this Strate Gz Ages, that is 
fix thoufand years- For the great Day of 
God is terminated in a Circle of fix thou- 
fana vears: as the Prec phet intimates, 
who faith, A thoufaud years in thy fight, O 
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258 Of the Diffolution 
Pag.107. lin. 20. 

Nox procul, @&c. Not far from the Moun- 
tain called Paterno, where the Bononiax Stone 
is gotten, about an /talzanz Mile diftant, (the 
name of the place is flipt out of my memory ) 
isa huge hanging Mountain, broken by the 
violence of the Torrents, caufed'by the con- 
fluence of Waters defcending from the Neigh- 
bouring Mountains after frequent Showers, 
throwing down great heaps of Earth from 
it. In the upper part of this broken Moun- 
tain are feen many Beds or Floors of all kind 
of Sea-fhells, much Sand interpofing between 
Bed and Bed, after the manner of ffratum 
Super Rratum, or Layer ‘upon Layer, as the 
Chymifts phrafe it. The Beds of Sand in- 
terceding between thefe Rows of Shells 

| were a yard thick or more. Thefe Shells 
were all diftiné or feparate one from another, 
and not {tuck inany ftone, or cemented to- 
gether, fo that they might be fingly and {e- 
parately viewed and handled with ones 
Flands. Fhe Caufe whereof was their be- 
ing lodged in a pure Sand not intermixt with 
any Mud or Clay, which kept the Shells en- 
tire tor many Ages. Yet wereall thefe Shells, 
by ecafon of the length of time they had lain 
there, eafily refoluble into a ptirely white 
Calx or Ath. 
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Pag. 133. lin. 17- 

Prodigiofi , Sc. Prodigious and lafting 
Defects of the Sun, fuch as ha ippened when 
Céfar the Dictator was flain, and in the 
War with dathony, when it was continually 
pale and gloomy fora whole year. 

Pag. 185. lin. §. 

Ego non audeo : Lempora dinumer are, grc, | 
dare | not calculate times, neither doI chi ink, 
that concerning this matter any age t hath 
predicted and defined the Num aber ot Years: 
Ww] nat th 1ere fore the L ord W oul d not h: uv > us 
to know, let us willingly be ignorant o1 
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